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| ~ PREFACE

The following book is in some respects ‘a
. supplement to Self-Help.” The power and influence
of Character were briefly summarized in that -
book ; but much more remains to be said.

- Certain reviewers have observed, notw1thstandmg
| their generous notices of the book, that I have
“notdefinitely stated what Character 7.

Character, as applied to men, has no doubt -
many definitions. It means the distinctive quahtles :
by which one person is known from another. It

in goodness or m_badness. It may also mean the
adventitious qualities impressed by nature or habit
on a person. He stands apart by himself, ~and
becomes known as “a regular Character.”

Thus PDouglas Jerrold wrote a book entltled_
“Men of Character” But the men of whom he
wrote were persons with some special moral tivist
in their hves-—such as “Job Pippins, the Man who -
couldn’t help it.” The works of Dickens also are
! full of men of character, such as Quilp, Smlke,
"Pip, Squeers, and Nlckleby———exceptlonal men, odd
thst'id gnarled, and Sometimes half-crazy.

may mean weakness or energy, and exhlblt itself .7
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PREFACE

‘Character, as described in the following book,
is of a different kind.- I take Individual Character
to be the highest embodiment of the human being
—the noblest heraldry of Man. It is that which
dignifies him, which elevates him in the scale of
manhood, which forms the conscience of society,
and creates and forms its best motive power.

T have enﬁcavoured to the best of my power,
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It seems to me that there is no better method of
impg;essing the minds of young people, ‘than by
citing instances of noble behaviour from the lives
of the best men and women who have ever lived.

It will be found from the- folldwing' pages that
Character requires the e\ercnse of many supreme
qualltles, such as truthfulness chasteness merci-
fulness ; and with these integrity, courage, virtue,
and goodness in all its phases. B

It is a pleasure to me to state that this book
has already been exceedingly well received: in -this
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~country. It has also been “translated into nearly 1

every European language, “and into several ‘of ‘the g

Tlanguages of Asia. In America its circulation has : o

been as great as in Brlldlll R 3 i

" Lonpoy, »Vovez;me;, 1878, o - -
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' CHARACU:R is ong;of ithe.. ‘
powers in the . world.; In_pt§ noblest;: engbgdxments S
it exemplifies human nature in its hwhwt forms, o
for it exhibits man at his best.

2, Men of -genuine e\cdlencc in every statlon
of hfe——men of industry, of: integrity, of high prin-
uple -of ste11mg honesty - of purpose-—command
the, spontaneOus homage of mankind. It is natural £
tQ; bclteve in such men, to have confidence i in them, Jh
dl]d o imitate: thcm All that is good i in the w011d :
i plleld by thcm, and without their presence .
it: ‘tle worid \vould not be worth Jiving in.

3 Although genius always comm'mds ddmu'a~
iion, ch'u'actm.most secures respect. . The former
is . more - th(- ploduct of btam -power, the latter.of
i)eart powex' and in the }oncv-mn it is. the - hezut
that mles i llfe. ‘\Ien of genius stand_to society
in the relation of its mtcllect as men of character
of its conscnence, and while the former are admired,
the Tatter are. followed. - :
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4 Gleat men are alw. ays e\ccptlo al-men ; and
greatness 1tself is but- comparatlve - Indeed, the
range of most men in lue s so. llﬂ‘IItGd that very
few have the opportumty of bemg great. But each
man can act his part honestly and l1om)mably, and
to the best of his ability. ~ He" can use his gifts
and not abuse them. He can strive to make the
best of life. "He can be true, just, honest, and
faithful, even in small things. In a word, he can
do his Duty in that sphere in which Providence
has placed him. ’

5. Commonplace though it may appear, this
doing of one’s Duty embodies the highest ideal of
life and character. There may be nothing heroic
about it; but the common lot of meh i5 not heroic.

‘And though the abiding sense of Duty upholds man

in his highest attitudes, it also equally sustains him
in the transaction of the ordinary affairs of every-
day existence. Man’s life is ““ centred in the sphere
of common duties.” The most influential of all the
virtues are those which are the most in request
for daily use. They wear the best, and last the
longest. Superfine virtues, which are above the

standard of common men, ‘may only be sources of

temptation and danger. Burke' has truly said that

1. Burke, Edmund [1720—1797], Ir. oralor; statesman; writer;
narted the Amiuel Register; agent for N, Y, 1771; conducied prosecs-
tion of Mastings, 1786—1794; The Sublime: & Beaxtifu?, etc.

-
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“the human sys’te’in which rests for its basis on
the heroic virtues is sure to have a snpefstmcture
of weakness or of poﬁlgacv " \

6. When Dr. Abbot,' atter\\ards L\zclnbshop of
Canterbury, drew  the clla;actel of - l_)ls deceased
friend Thomas Sackville,? he did not dwell upon
his merits as a statcsman, or his genius as a poet,
but upon his virtues as a man in relation to the
ordinary duties of life. < How many rare things

were in him!” said he. “Who more loving unto
his wife >—who more kind unto his children ?—
who more fast unto his friend ?—who more moderate

unto his encmy >—who more truc o his word ?”

£ | Indeed, we can always better understand and ap-

preciate a man’s real character by the manner in
which he conducts himself towards those who are

9§ the most necarly related to him, and by his trans-

action of the seemingly commonplace details of
daily duty, than Dby his public exhibition of himself
as an author, an orator, or a statesman.

7. At the same time, while Duty, for the most

p'ut apphos to the conduct of affairs in common

I, Ablm(, (-eorgo [1562—1633], archbishop of Cantcrlmn; in Um
reigns of James I and Charles I., and onc of the transtators of King James's
Hible; an enemy of Lond’s, who succeeded him.

2. 'Themas Sackville. Earl of Dorset [1536—1608], iing. diplomat;
tatesman ; poet ; Lord«]lig}l Preasurer; Gorbodue, Tst tragedy performed in
Fnplish. : : Cos

INFLUENCE OF CHARACTER - 3
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9. “You insist,” v10te Perthes‘ to fuend
rc>pect ‘for learned men. - I say Amen! But at
‘the same time, don’t forget that largeness of mind,
depth of thoucrht appreciation of the lofty, experi-
ence of the world, delicacy of manner, tact and
energy in action, love of truth,’ honésty, and amia-

life b) the av crage of common men, it is also q
sustaining power to men of the very hlghcst stand.
ard of character. They may not have cithe
money, or property, or learning, or power; and
yet they may be strong in heart and rich in spirit §
-—-honest, truthful, “dutiful. © And whoever strives to
do his - duty faithfully is fulfilling the purpose fo
which he was created, and building up in  himsel
the principles of a manly character.  There are |
many persons of whom it may be said that they §
have no other possession in the world but * their
character, and yet they stand ‘as firmly upon it as
~any crowned king. ‘

who may yet be very. learned.?

hearing, made a remark as to the value of literary
talents and accomphshmcnts as if they were above
all things to be esteemed and honoured, he - ob-
served, ““God help us! what a poor world this
8. Inte]lectml culture has no necessary reldtion would be if that were the true doctrinc! T have
to purity or excellence of character. “A handiul
of good life,” says Cxeorae Herbert,! *“is worth a
bushel of learning.”

with enough of eminent and splendidly cultured
A Not,tha,t learning is ‘to he minds " too, inﬂmy‘ time ;  but 1 assure you, I have
'desplsed,v but that it must be allied to goodness. § heard higher sentiments from the lips of poor
Totellectual capacity is sometimes found associated B “ecducated men and women, when exerting the

spirit of severe yet gentle heroism under difficulties

with - ‘the meanest moral character—with ~abject b
servility to those in high places, and arrogance tof and afflictions, or speaking their simple thoughts

those of low estate. - A man may be accomplished |
~in art, literature, and science, and- yet, in honesty, |
virtue, trathfulness, and the spirit of-duty, be en
‘titled to take rank after many a poor and illiterate
peasmt

as to circumstances in the lot of friends and neigh-
bours, than I ever yet met with out of the Dible.
We shall never learn to fecl and respect our real

5. Perthes, Friedrieh Christoph [1772—584 h]p Ger. I""’I""p 3
yatriot ; started ihe Naetional Musennt, 1810,

2. ‘Life of Perthes' i, 217. .

3. Sir Water Scott' [1778—1832], Scot, l\O\\..lh[, poet; Thr Lay o ti2
Last Minstrel ; Marmion ;- Waverly Teahoz ; ¢ Lady of the Lake, cte.

I George Herber( [1593—1632], poet ; failing in pufelmcul at Court
tock holy orders and becaime rector of Bemerton, Wiltshire 3 7%z Tempte.

Inhty—-th'lt all these may be qutmg in a man

“10. When some one, in Sir  Walter Scott's®

read books enough, and observed and conversed -
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“calling and destiny, unless we have taught ourselves

to consider everything as moonshine, - compared

with” the education of the heart.”! -

1. S‘tillAlesksj has - wealth any nccessary (‘.(_r‘n-
nexion with elevation = of ‘chara,cter. On  the
fzontrm‘)', it is much morc f_requex}tly the cause of
its corruption and degradation.  Wealth and cor-
ruption, luxury and vice, have very close affinitics to
each other. Wealth, in the hands of men offwe'ak

purpose, of deficient self-control, or of ill-regulated. |

passions, is only a temptation and a snare — the
source, it may be, of infinite mischief both to them-
selves and to others.

12

2. On the contrary, a condition of comparative
poverty is compatible with character in its highest
form. A man may possess only his industry, his
frugality, his” integrity, and yet stand high in the
rank of true manhood. The advice which Burng’s?
father gave him was the Dbest:

I ~ N et
He bade me act a mauly part, though -1 had nc’er
a farthing. Tor without an honest manly heart no

man was worth regarding.”

13, When Luther? died, he left behind him, as

I. Fockhart’s ¢ Life of Scott’.

2

”’_. Rurns, Roboext [17590—1796], national poct of Séok.; é.\:ciscmau'
Tk Jolly Beggars ; The Cottar's Safurdaey Night, cle. ‘ ,

3. Fauher, Martin [1483—1546], the great chmn ;cfonncx whe
taught justification by fulh, the right of private judgnicat, 'md the para-

meant authority of the Bible,

.

" knows and feels to be right

INFLUENCE OF CHARACTER 7.

set forth in his will, “no 1ead) money, 1no tnedsme‘

of coin of any description.”  He was so poor at’one
part of his life that he was under the necessity of
carning his bread by turning, gardening, and clock-

making. Yet, at the very time when he was thus

working  with his hands, he was moulding the
character of hlb country ; and he was morally
stronger, and vastly more honoured and followed,
than all the princes of Germany. ‘

14. Character is property. 1t is the noblest
of possessions. [t is an estatc in the general good-
will and respect of men;
it—though they may not become rich in this world’s
will find their reward in esteem and re-
And it is right

and they who invest n

go
putation fairly and honourably won.
that in life good qualities should tell-—that industry,
virtue, and goodness should rank the highest —
and that the really best men should be foremost.
15. Simple honesty of purposc ina man goes a
long way in life, if founded on a just estimate of
himself and a steady obedience to the rule he
It holds & man
straight, gives him strength and sustenance, and
forms 2

man,” once said Sir Benjamin Rudyard,’

mainspring  of vigorous .1ct10n “No
“is bound
to be rich or great—no, nor to be wise ;  but
every man is bound to be honest.”

1. Kir “Pn; unin ilmhunl [1372—1058], Kng. |)’1hml \dmi'u

o A T
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- But the purpose, besides being honest must
be msplred by -sound puncxples and pmsued with
nndevxatmq adherence to trath, ultegnty, and up-
rightness. \Vlthout principles, a man is like a ship
“without fudder or compass, left to drift lnther and
thither with every wind that blows, He is as one
without law, or rule, or order, or government.
“Moral principles,”  says Hume,! “are social and
universal, They form, in a manner, thie pm'ly of
humankind against vice and disorder,

its comnion
cnemy.” o

17. Epictetus? once received a visit fr‘on{ a
certain magnificent orator going "to Rome : on a
lawsuit, who wished to learn from the Stoic? some-
thing of his philosophy. E pictetus received his

. visitor coolly, not believing in his smcent; “You
will only criticize my style,” said he; “not really
wishing to learn principles.” — Well, but,” said the
orator, ““if I attend to that sort of thing; I shall
be a mere pauper, like you, with no plate, nor
equipage, nor land.”--“1 don’t wané such things,”
replied Epictetus ;
than [ am, aftez all.

“and, besides, you are poorer
Patron or no patron Wh'lt

Hume, David [1 ,11—47,6], Scot phllosopher h)aton.m

Epiotetus [50?—1257], Gr. Stoic philosopher born’ in Phrygm

banished from Rome by Domitian; taught in Epirus ; L‘)::/unrlzon. ; '»
3. Stote, philosopher of the %hn}ol founded at Athens ¢, 308 B. C,

Zeno making virtue the highest good, concentraling atlention on ethics,
inculcating contro! of the passions and indifference to

I,
2!

. by
s an«l
pleasure and pain.

I\II.LA[*NCP or LHA\RL\LII«I\ S o

care 1?7 You do care. T-am richer th'm’ yow. ] :
don't care what Céesar' thinks” of+ me. - ﬁl'ttt(la(nl
no one. This is what I have, mste'lc? of your go
and silver plate. . You have. sxlve'r‘ ve'sse!s, '.buf
earthenware reasons, prmcxpl(,s - appetites. - My
mind to me a kingdom is, and it furnishés me with
abundant-- and happy- occup'mon in lieu ofyour
restless idleness.  All your poscessnonvs sepm ;:,11121?11
to vou; mine seem great to me. - Your des:re' is
inszitiaté--—mine is satisfied.” : o :
18. ‘Talent is by no means rare in the\vc:);‘ld),
nor is even genius. But can the tg!ent pe t\‘usteq{
“_can the genius > Not unless bas.ed on Lruthfu -
ness—on veracity. It is this quality more- than
any other that commands the esteem and respect
and secures the confidence of others. Truthfulness
is at the foundation of all personal excellence. 1t
exhibits itself in conduct. It is rectitude, truth’ in
action, and shines through every word and déed.
It ‘means reliableness, and convinces other men
that it can be trusted. And a ‘man. is alreac?y ‘of
consequence in the world when it is known that
he can be relied on—that when he says he knows
a thing, he does know it—that when he says he
will do a thing, he can do, and - does it Thus

1€ “Jultins [-——IOO——M.], Rom, "cnenl, statesman ; ]11=t0r|'1|1
. €sesury e

assassinated at the ides of March {(Mar, 15); subject of Shak
2. The late Dean Farrac’s ¢ Seckers after God,” p. 241,
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reliableness becomes a passport to the general
esteem and confidence of mankind.

19. . In the affaipS of life or of business, it is not
intellect - that tells so much as character—not
brains so much as heart—not genius so much as,
self-control, patience, ‘and discipline, regulated by
judgment. Hence there is no better provision for
the uses of either private or public life than a fair
share of ordinary good sense guided by rectitude.
Good sense, disciplined by experience and inspired
by goodness, issues in practical wisdom. Indeed,
goodness in a measure implies wisdom—the highest
wisdom-—the union of the worldly with the spiritual.
“’The correspondences of wisdom and goodness,”
says Sir Henry Taylor,! “are manifold ; and that
they will accompany each other is to be inferred,
not only because men’s wisdom makes them good,
but because their goodness makes them wise.”?

20.. It is because of this controlling power of
character in life that we often see men exercise

~an amount of influence apparently out of all pro-

portion to their intellectual endowments. They
appear to act by means of some latent power,
some reserved force, which acts secretly, by mere
presence. As Burke said of a powerful nobleman
of the last century, “his virtues were his means.”

E. 8ir Henry Tayior [1800—18867, Fng, poet; dramatist
2. 'The Statesman,” p. 3o.

INFLUENCE OF CHARACTER 1

'l‘h,e,rsecret is, that the aims of such men are "f??t
to. be ‘pure and noble, and they act upon oth,\ey‘tk's
with a constraining power. . . - i
_21. ‘Though the reputation of men of genyine
ch.aracter, ~may be of slow growth, their true

. qualities cannot be wholly concealed. T he’y‘may”
be mis'répres’ented by some, and misunderstood by

others ; misfortune and adversity may, for a time,
overtake them ; but, with patience and endurance,
they will eventually inspire the respect and com-
mand the confidence which they really deserve.
22. It has beén said of Sheridan' that, had he
possessed reliableness of character, he mighF ha\"e
ruled  the world; whereas, foi want of it “his
splendid kgifts were co,mparativebf use]es’s.. :H‘e
dazzled and amused, but was without weight or
inﬂl.lence in lifc.or politics,... Unlike Sheridan, Burke,
his, countryman, was a..great man of characte.r.:
He. was thirty-five. before -he gained a "seat in
Péxliament, yet he found time to carve his. name
deep. in the political history of England. He was
a man of great gifts, and of transcende.nt force of
character. Yet he had. a weakness, which prove.d
a sérvious,,d,efect——‘it was his want of temper; his

oenius was sacrificed to his irritability. And. with-
genius

out this apparently minor gift of temper the most

) . s .__!“ sician « Sifice!
3. Swperidan, Bufler [1751—1816], Fng, dramatist; politicion ; Swhce

for Sratal,
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sp]endxd endowments may be comparatwel\' value-

less to ‘their possessor. ~ - - o
23. Character is formed by a variety of minute

circumstances, more or less under the regulation

and’ control of the individual. Not a day passes

- without its discipline, whether for good or for &vil

’I llé;e' is no act, however trivial, but has its teain
of,coushequences,’as theré‘is' no hair so small but
casts its shadow. "It was a wise saying of Mrs-
‘wchnnmelpenmnck s' mother, never to give way! to
what is little; or by that little, however you may
despise it, you Will be. practically governed.

24. Every action, every thought, every feeling,
contributes to the " education of the tmnper ~the
habits, and the understanding, and exercises an
1n§v1table influence upon all the acts of our futmvt
life. Thus character is undergoing constant change,
for better or for worse—either being elevated on
'thc one hand, or degraded on the othér. “ Theie
is no fault nor folly of my life,” says Mr. Ruskin,?

““that ‘does not rise up against me, and take away
my joy, and shorten my power of possession,” of
sight, of understanding. And every past cffort of
my life, every gleam of rightness or good in i, m

with'me now, 1.0 help me in my orasp of th;S art
and its vision.”

1. Schimwmelpenninels, Mary Ann {l7'33-—-1856], Ying, aul]mt

2. Ruskin, Yol 1319— D ;
Printers, ele, v [1319—1900], Mng. art. critic; 1u|]lqr Modern

INFLUENCE OF CHARACTER 13

" 25, The mechanical law, that action and - re-
action are equal, holds true also in morals.  Good
deeds act and react on the doers of them ; and
sodo evil.  Not only so: they p;oduce like effects,

by the influence of example, on those who are: the

subjects of them.  But m"m is not -the creaturc, so
much as he is the creator, ‘of circumstances ;and,
by the exercise of - his freewill, he can direct his
actions so that they shall be productive of good .
‘rather th'in evil. Nothmo can work me chmage
but myself,” saidd St Bernard 4 “the ‘harm that I
sustain I (anv‘dbout with mie ; and [ am never a
161} sufferer but by ‘my bwn fault.” s

“26. The best sort of Lharacter however, c'mnot
be formed witliout eﬂor lhele needs the excxcnse
"elf‘dxsuplme ‘and seli-

of Lonstant sell watchfulness,
“cotrol. llmre may be’ much faltering, " tumblmg,
‘and tempmaly defeat- —dlfﬁwltles and temptatxons
nianifold to be battled with’ and ovércome; "but i
the spirit be strong and the heart be upright, ij
oné need despair of ultimate success. - The' \n-,ry '

L(’fort to ad\rance—-to am\c at a hloher standud
of d}alactpr than \ve have x(,ached—is mspnmcr

and, mvxgomtmg, and ev en thoucrh we' nny hll*

short of it, we cdnnot fall to be 1mploved by evely
honest effort made in“an upwazd duccnon. R

—_ TTTE S

1. st. Bernacd [1091—1153], Fr. cgcleslau«, abbot of Clmnz_m.y'
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Sy, \nd with the light of uxedt “examples” to
dmde us—representatives of humamtv in its best
forms—every one is not only justified, but hound
in duty, to aim at reaching the lnghest standard

of character : .not to bccomc the richest in means,

but in spirit ; not the greatest in worldly position,
but in truec honour; not the most intellectual; but
the ‘most virtuous ; not the most powerful and

influential, Dut the most tr uthful, upright, an(l
-honest. ; ‘ e

28, It was very characteristic of the late Prince
Consort-—a man himself of the purest mind, who
powerfully impressed and influenced others by the
sheer force of his own benevolent nature—when
drawing up the conditions of the annual prize to
be given by Her Majesty at Wellington College,

to determine that it should be awarded, not to the

cleverest boy, nor to the most bookish boy, nor -

to the most precise, diligent, and prudent boy, but
to the noblest boy, to the boy who shouid -show
the most promise of becoming a Lu'fe hearted,
high-motived man.!

29. Character exhibits itself in conduct, ouldcd
and inspired by principle, integrity, and practical
wisdom.  In its highest from it is the individual
will acting ehergetically under  the inﬂuence of

t. Introduction io ¢ The Principal Speeches and Addre“u of ILRHL. the
Prince Consort? (1862), pp. 39, 40.

INFLUENCE OF CHARACTER T3

rehgzon morallty, and reason. It chooses its away
considerately, and pursues it steadfast]y, esteem-
ing duty above 1eputatlon and the approval of
conscience more than the world's praise. While

respecting the personality of others, it preserves .

its own mdmduallt} and mdependepce, fm{d has -
the couragé to be moral]y honest, thf)ugh»rxt may
be Lil]pbplllal' trusting tranquilly to time and ex-
perience for recognition. . : :

30.. Although the force of e\ample will alwuye
exercise - great influence upon the formation of
character, the self-originating and sustaining forc.e
of one’s own spirit must be the mainstay. - Tl'ns
alone can hold up the life, and give individual in-
d_epehdence and energy. ‘‘Unless man can ?rect
himself above himself,” said Daniel,' a poet of the
Elizabethan era, “how poor a thing is man!”
Without a certain degree. of practical efficient
forée~—compounded of will, which is the root; :,u%d
wisdom, which is the stem, of character—Iife w:%l‘
be indefinite ‘and purposeless, like a -body ,ot'
stagn'ant water, instead of a running stream doing
useful work and keeping the machinery of a
dlstrlct in motion.

3IL. When the elements of chalacter are brought
into action - by determinate will, and, mﬂquced

1. Maniel s“....;a' {1562—1619], ¥Eng. poet lawrcate ; asociate of
- . . - ) M ) .
Marlowe and Shakespeare; Chopalra.
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by -high purpose, man enters’ upon and courageous:
ly.-perseveres in the path of duty, at whatever cost

of worldly interest; .he may be said  to approach
the ‘summit of his' ‘being... He "then -exhibits ‘cha-

racter in_its most’ intrepid form, and emborhes the

" highest idea .- of - manliness. The acts’ of ‘suchia

man become repeated in “the - life and. action of
othets. His very words. live and become dttions.
Thus every word of Luther’s rang thlough Germany
like a trumpet.:-"As. Richter' said . of . “him, “His
words ‘were half-battles.” And thus - ‘Tuther’s  life
became ‘transfused into the life of his counny ‘and
st:ll hves in the character of modern’ Ge; maiy.
:32. The man of - encxgen(‘ “character inspirec by
a noble spirit is just and upright-—in his- busmess
dealings, in his piblic - action, and in- hJs faxmly

h(e——)ustxce being as essential in the oovernment
of "

a-home as of a- ‘nation. “He will" be hone

in
all? tl*mgs——m hb words and in’ hxs work. ‘He~ wdl
be generous and mefcifil to his opponer.ts, i ’vell

as to those who are weaker than ‘himself. - Such

dlso was the clnractex of Fox? who- comm’mded
1he affection and service of others b) h]s umform
heaxt*ncs% and S) m[)’ll]l) He \vas a man who

Richiel, Johann Pant ¥r xcdncl\ [17GJ~1825], “Jc:m I’:gl:l f’;
(-(,l‘ muthor humorist,

2.; ¥Fox., Chavles James [1,4)—-180"], Eng. orator ; ﬂl.\le»mau, Lwice
Foreign Sec.; Sh(‘ of State ; buried in \\'cxlmmslcr Abbey.
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could always be most easily touched on the side of

Thus the story is told of a tradesman
calling upon 'him one day for the payment of
promissory note which -he presented.

his -honour. -

cngaged‘at the time in counting out 8‘013-']'“?6
tradesman asked to be paid from the money before
him. - No,” said Tox, “l owe this money to
Sheridan ; it is a debt of honour : if any accident
hbappened to me, he would have nothing to show.”
“Then,” said the tradesman, “I change wey debt
into one of honour;"” and he tore up the note.
Fox was conquered by the act: he thankcd the
man for his confidence, and paid him, saying, * Then
Sheridan must wait; yours is the  debt of " older
standing.” : . '

33~ The man of character is conscientious. - He
puts his conscience into his work, into his words,
into_his every action. When Cromwell! asked the
Parliament for soldiers in lieu of the decayed serving-
men and tapsters who filled the Commonwealth’s?

army, he- 1eqmred that they should be men ““who

made some conscience of what thev did " ; and suclr

were' the nien of which his celebrated regiment’ 01
“TIronsides”"3 \\as composed.
34 I'Ile man of character is a]so revuentlal

|8 "‘( mm“eu, Gliver [1599—1658], 1 oxd Pmlm tor of ¥ng 1653..-1(,53
2 Commonwealth, republican government in YEng., 1649-»60,
3. “Yronsides,” Cromwell’s troopers,

i
S

Tox was -

poTA
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The possession of this- quality marks the noblest
and highest type of manhood and wdm:inhood

reverence for things consecrated by the homage of

- generation— for high objects, pure thoughts, and
noble aims—for the great men of fofﬁmrftimés, and
the high-minded workers amongst our contempo-
raries. ~ Reverence is alike indispensable” to the
happiness of individuals, of families, and of nations.
Without it there can be no trust, no faith, »no_vcon-
fidence either in man or God-—neither social peace
nor social progress. ~For reverence is but another
word for religion, which binds men to each other,
and all to God.

*35.  “The man of noble spirit,’ says Sir Ihom.xs
Overbury,! “converts all occurrences into experi-
-ence, between which experience and his reason
therc is marriage, and the issue are his actions-
‘He moves by affection, not for affection; he loves
glory, scorns shame, and governeth and obeyeth
with one countenance, for it comes from one con-
sideration. Knowing reason to be no idle gift of
nature, he is the steersman- of his own destiny-
Truth is his goddess, -and he takes pains to.get
her, not to look like her. Unto the sodiety. of men
he is a sun, whose clearness directs their steps in
a regular motion. He is the wise man’s friedd, the

example of the indifferent,  the medicine of - the
vicious, . Thus time goeth not from him, ‘but with
him, and he feels dge more by the strength of his
soul’ than by the weakness of his bodv Thus feels .
he no pain, but estéems all such things as fuends,
that (1esxre to file off ]ns tetters and he)p him out

of prison,” .
-36..The oood dl]d the glen cha\\' others after
them ; they lighten and lift up all who are within -
reach of their influence. They are as so many
living centres of beneficent activity. [.et a man
of energetic and upright character be appointed to
a position of trust and authority, and all who serve
under him ~become, as it were, conscious of an
increase of power. When Chatham? was appoint-
ed minister, his personal influence was at once felt
through all the ramifications of office. Every sailor
who served under Nelson,® and knew he was in
command, shared the inspiration of the hero.

37. . When Washington' consented to act as

S T

R

SRR e

1. Condensed: from Sir Thomas Overbury’s ¢ Characters’ (1614),

2. Clintham  (cha/ tam) Baxl of [1708—1778], William  Pitt, Eng.
stdtesman; orator; denied the right . to fax Brit, colonics, opposcd Lord
North's Am. policy 17741777 ¢ =e|70(‘ with illness in the ITouse of Lords,
April 7, 1778; died May 11. ) . ) : )
3.7 Nelson, Moratio, Viscomnt [1758—1803], Eng. admiral, def.: Uy,
fleet;in- Aboukir Bay,” Aug., 1798, Fr. & Sp. fleets off Trafalgar, Oct, 21,
where he was killed; before aclion he signaled “ England expecls every man
to do his duty.” . . o .

4. Washington, (.eun;e [1732 —179‘)]: Am. statesman; patriot; com.
Continental amny in the Revolution; first I'res, of U. S.; “Jather of his
Country”. L

¥. Sir Themas Ovebury [1581—1613], JFug. 'mthor, courtier ;
poisoned by order of his pafrors. .
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‘commander-in-chief, it was felt' as if the strength of
-the American forces had been more than doubled.

Many ‘years later, .in 1798, whea Washington,
grown old, had withdrawn from public life “and
was’ living in- retirement at  Mount  Vernon, and
when it ‘seemed probable that France would de-
clave war against the United "States, DPresident
Adams' wrote to him, saying, “We must have
your name, if you will permit us to use it: there
will be more cfficacy in it than in many an -army.”
Such was the esteem in which the great President’s
noble character and eminent ’lbllltl(.s were lleId by
his .countrymen!

38. In some cases personal character acts by

kind -of talismanic influence, as if certain men
were the organs of a sort of supernatural force.
“1fI but stamp on the "ground in Italy,” said
At the voice of
Peter the Hermit,® as described by the historian,
“Iurope ‘arose,“and precipitated itsell upon Asia.”
It was said of the Caliph Omar? that his walking-
stick struck more terror ‘into those who saw it than

Pompey,? ““an army will appear.”

1. Aqi;u,.g, John [1735 -—1326], Am, lzl\\'ycl"; jurist; zd'_,l.’x*esitlcx\f..t';f
l'ompm [—106—46], ]\om (nul‘, mxumn ri\'nl of Ciezar'; déf.

ab Ilnrﬂln murdered. S : ’
3. Peter the Mernmit [—r1ri5], Fr, mouk ; ple"mhcr of Lhc
4. € ni;.h Omar [5822—644], captured ]cmsqlcm de‘:lm)
at Alexandria; assassinated. Tt
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another man’s ‘word The very names of -some
men are like the sound of a trumpet. When the
Douglas lay ~mortally wounded on the field of
Otterburn,- he ordered his name fo be shouted still
1o’ulder than before, saying there was a tradition
in . his “family that a dead Douglas should win
a b‘at‘tlc His foliowers, inspired Dby the sound,
(rathelea fresh courage, rallied, and conquered ;
and thus, in the words of the Scottish poet :

L l{l)gl)ouglas dead, his name hath won the field.””!

39. . There have been some men whose greatest
conquests - have been achieved after they them-
selves were dead. . “Never,” says Michelet,?
“was Cewmsar more alive, more. powerful, more
terrible, than when his old and worn-out body, his
withered corpse, lay pierced with blows; he ap-
peared then purified, redeemed—that which he
had been, despite his "many stains—the man of
humanity.”®  Never chd the great character of
William of Orange® surnamed the Silent, exercise
greater power over his countrymen than after his
assassination at Delft® by - the emlsswry of the

7 I “sir W. Scott’s ‘Ilistory of ‘Scoll'md’ vol, i. chap. »
Michelet (mEWIE) Fules [1798—1874], I'r. hhlmnn

ielielet’s * istory of Rome. p. 374

4. Willimn of ©range [1533—1584] Vrirce of Orange; fomuler of
‘the Dutch republic assassinated.

PR

3. prerrr. town; S Holland prov.; scene of Willian the Silent’s murder,

3584,
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; on the increasing purpose of the future; holding
(lloft thé standard of principle, - maintaining. l.the
dignity of human character, and filling th‘e mind
with tradttlons and instincts of all that s xnost‘
worthy and noble in life.

42.. Character, embodied in thought and c!ee(],
is of the nature of immortality. The solitary
thought of a great thinker will dwell in the minds
of men for centuries, until at lencrtl it works itself

On the very day of his n)lll‘dCl the Es-
tates of Holland resolved “to maintain the good
cause, with God’s help, to the uttermost, without
sparing gold or blood " ; and they kept their word.

40. The same illustration’ applies to a]l history
and morals. The career of a great man remains
an enduring monument of lmman energy.
dies and disappears ;

Jesuits.!

The man
but his thoughts and acts
survive, and leave an. indelible stamp upon  his

race.  And thus the spirit of his life is prolonged
and perpetuated, moulding the thought and wil,

and thereby contributing to form the character of
It is the men that advance in the

the future.
highest and best directions who are the true
beacons of human progress. They are as- lights
sct upon a hill, illumining the moral atmosphere
around them ; and the light of their spirit continues
to shinc upon all succeeding generations. .

41. It is natural to admire and revere really
great men.
belong, and lift up not ‘only all who live in their
time, but those who live after them. Their great
example becomes the common herltage of their
race; and their great deeds and Gre'tt thoughts
are the most glorious of legacies to mankind.
They connect the present with the past, and help

. Jesuit, member of Society of Tesus,

Rem, Crxth. order fonnded by
Tynatius Loyola m 1533. .

into their daily life and practice.
the ages, speaking as a voice from the dead, and

mﬂuencmg minds living thousands of years apart.

They hallow the nation to which they -

"It lives on through

Iip
Thus Moses' and David? and Solomon,? Plato® and

Socrates® and Xenophon,®. Seneca’ and Cicero® and
Epictetus, still speak to us as from their tombs;
they still arrest the attention, and exercise an influ-

1.  Woses (nd7zez) [—1571-—1451],  Levite (the younges son of Annam
N

wave then the law. . e
2. Pavid [dd’vid) [1086-—1016] son of Jesse; king of Isiacl; writer o
1% (ds

. the Psalns.

3 S‘i}!emon (s6lo-mon) [—1033—975], son of David and Bathsheba;
king of ls;rafﬂ; noted for wisdom ; awthor of Fovcrds,

3. Pladoe (pla’to) [427—347 B. C.], Gr. philosopher.

5. Sseeates (s0c/ratéz) [—4060—399], Athenian philosopher.

’ ‘Cr Xeno;ﬂmn (v&n’G-fon) [—435—], Gr. ]netrm'm soldier; commanded
i1 the retreat of the Ten Thousand ; Anabasis.

7. Semeea. Eateius Anuseus [—65], Roman stoi: philosopher: states-
man; aathos,

8. Cieevo, (51301} Mareus Tultivs [109—43], Rom, 'lllwt'm ortor ;
(kfca(cd Catiline’s ennspiracics ; killed by Antony’s soldiers; intro, in Shak.

Jitlis Casar

aud Jochebed), by whom the Towd led ihe Jewish people out of Fgypt and.

e
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ence upon character, though their thoughts be con-
veyed in languages unspoken by them and in their
time unknown, Theodore Parker' has said that
a single man like Socrates was worth more to a
country than many such states as South Carolina :
that if that state went out of the world to-day,
she would not have done so much for the world
as Socrates. . , )

43. Great workers and great thinkers are the
true markers of history, which is but continuous
humanity influenced by men of character—by great
leaeders, kings, priests, philosophers, statesmen,
and patriots—the true aristocracy of man. Indeed,
Mr. Carlyle? has broadly stated that Universal
History is, at bottom, but the history of Great Mep.
They certainly mark and designate the epochs of
national life. Their influence is active, as well as
reactive. Theagh their mind is, in a measure, the
product of their age, the public mind is also, to a

great extent, their creation. Their individual action -

indentifics the cause—-the institution, They think
great thoughts, cast them abroad, and the thoughts
make events. Thus the early Reformers initiated
the Reformation, and with it the liberation of

L. ‘fheodore Parker [ 1810~ 1860], Am, Unitarian clerg.

2. Caxlyle, Thomas [1795—1881], Scot. ]:islo)'ian; miscellancous
writer; lived in I;ondon, 1834—1881 ; Sertor Resarius 1834 5 French. Revoln-
tion, 1837 ; Life of Fivderich the Greaty 1858—1865, cle,
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modern thought.: 'En_xersqn' th‘S said that :ever.%r
institution is_to be regarded as but the:‘l-engthened:
shadow of some great man —as Is.lc?mxsm of: ~Maj4
homet,2 Puritanism of ‘Calvin,? Jesuitism of I:,Qyola,.
Quakerism of Tox,® Methodism of Wesley,® ff\‘)Oll-
tionism .of Clarkson.’ et o
44. + Great men stamp their mmdv upon their ag
and nation—as Luther did upon 11\0fler(1 Germany,
and Knox? upon Scotland.  And ‘it 'tl‘.e.re E?e 0n¢
man mere than another that stampec‘{ his mind on
modern Italy, it was Dante? During .the lopg
centuries of Italian degradation his burning words
were as a watchfire and a beacon to all true m‘en.‘.
He was the herald of his nation’s liberty-——bravm.g
persecution, exile, and death, for the love of it

I ‘ Fimerson, Ralph Waldoe [1503—1882], Am. transcendental essayisi ;

Poit. Mahowmet [A D, 370—632], the founder of Islam, or his religion and
PCONI ! $11 11 - 21
institutions. A - o
R in, ol [1300—1564], 1r. Protestaut reformer; founder of
Cj.' .C““ (;:EJ at .Gcne\'a May 27 ; institnses of the Christian Religion.
alvinism j a . Ma & ‘ i / -
4 l’o_y:olm (loi-or 15-yo/1a), «*St. Tgndtius”? [1491—1356], Sp. soldicr;
sriest; founded Society of Jesus (the Jesuits); canonized, }62‘2: -
: 5 ,F ¢, Glcorge [lv624—1690] forncded Society of Friends; severa
. Fox, Georg I ,
times imprisoned. L -
703 7 ik tvine ;
3 ley, John [1703—I791], Fng. « . : :
'(J). :)‘I’esk)(: -'1'1‘0‘;,;:'\9 [1760—1846], Ing, philanthropist - deveted to
. arkson, s 1 s il ’ :
aholition of slave-trade ; istory of Abolition of Slave-frade, etc. o
E [i303—713572], Seot. theol.; leader of the Reformation
8. ¥nox, Fohn [1503 )

vfu:md-:r of Methodism.

in Scotland. .
9. Bamfe. slighieri [1265~1321], 4
Comedia, ete.

topoet; sekdicr; exile; Divina
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He ‘was always the most nanonai of the Italian
poets, the most loved, the most read.  From the
time of his death all educated Italians had his
best passages by heart; and the sentiments they
enshrined inspired their lives, and eventually influ-
enced the history of their nation. ¢ The TItalians,”
wrote Byron' in 1821, “talk Dante, write Dante,
and think and dream Dante, at this moment, to
an excess which would be ridiculous, but that he
deserves their admiration.”

45. But it is not great men only that have to
be taken into account in estimating the qualities
of a nation, but the character that pervades the
great body of the people. When \Vashmgton
lrving® visited Abbotsford,* Sir Walter Scott intro-
duced him to _many of his friends and favourites,
not only amongst - the neighbouring farmers, but
the labourmg peasantry. I wish to show you,”
said Scott, “some of our: really excellent plain
Scotch people. The character of a nation is nct
to be learnt from its fine folks, its fine gentlemen
and ladies; such you meet everywhere, and they
are everywhere the same.

I. Byren, George € 3
Hieyand ¢ Dﬂi;_/;,m.', oy ordon Noel, Lord [1788—4824], Tng, poa C/u/ 7

2. Moore’s ‘Life of Byron, Svo ed, p. 484,

. Wask » 1wl :
5‘43!(/: B:;;igl%tou Trving [1783—1850], 'Am. writer ;s biog, ;

4- Am;o!sfmd residence of Sir Water Scott - 5 R
3m from Melrose 1\!)\)0\ Scotland, er Scotl: at a ford on Tweed Riv,,

humiorist ;

" tions.
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46. Nations have their character to maintain as
well as individuals ; and under constitutional govern-
ments—where all classes more or less paltlmpate
in the exercise of political power—the national
~hamctel will necessarily depend more upon’ the
moral qualities of the -many than of the few. * And
thé .same qualities which determine the character
of “individuals also determine  the character. of
natmn:, Unless they are luohmmded truthful,
honest, virtuous, and courageous, they will ‘be held

in light esteem by other nations, and .be without

weight in the world. To have character,. ‘they

must needs also” be reverential, disciplined, self-
contr ollmg, and devoted to duty. The nation that
has no higher god than pleasure, or even dollars
or calico, must needs be in a poor way.

47. As for instituticns, however good in them-
selves, they will avail but little in maintaining the
standard of natlonal clnractel It is the individual
men, and the spmt which actuates them, that
determine the moral standing and stability of na-
Government, in the long-run, is usually ro
Where the

better than  the people governed.
and  habit,

mass -is sound in conscience, morals,
the nation will be ruled honestly and nobly. But
where they are corrupt, self-seeking, and dishonest
in heart, bound neither by truth nor by law, the
rule “of rogues and \\'irepullers becomes inevitable,
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48.  The only true barrier against the despotism
of. :public opi.ﬁion, whether it be of the many or
of .the few, is enlightened “individual freedom and
purity of personal character. Without these there

- can be no vigorous manhood, no true liberty in a
nation.  Political rights, however broadly framed,
will not elevate a people individually depraved.
Indecd, the more complete a system of popular

suffrage, and the more perfect its protection,
more completely will the real character of
be reflected, as by a mirror, in the

“the
a people
their Jaws and
government. DPolitical morality can never have
any solid existance on a basis of individual im-
morality.  Even freedom, exercised by a debased
people, would come 'to be regarded as a nuisance,
and liberty of the press but a vent for licentious-
ness and moral abomination.

49.  Nations, like individuals, derive support and
strength from the feeling that they belong to an
illustrious race, that they are the heirs of their
greatness, and ought to be the perpetuators of
their glory, It is of momentous importance that a
nation should have a great past to Jook back upon.
It steadies the life of the present, elevates
upholds it, and lightens and lifts it up, by the
‘memor‘y of the great deeds, the noble sufferings,
and the valorous achievements of the men of old.
The life of nations, as of men, is a great tr

and

easury
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of experience, which, \\’i%&l)’ u;ed, .issues i.n Soflfll
progress aynd‘improrvement; or,(m'lsuse’d, lSSllC':» in
dreams, delusions, and failure. f lec? nlexl,'r)atx(j:?sf
are purified and streng.thened b.y tx:lals,‘ Sonhxc;('j‘
the most glorious chapters in their l.nstory are tl_\gSt
containing the record of the suffermgsv by mveav‘nls
of - which their character has becn develo‘p?d.
Love of liberty and patriotic 'feeling “may nf'wc
done mucly, but trial and s(nffg:‘ix1g§ nobly borne
more than all. . .
so. A great deal of what passes |?y the name
of patriotism in these days consists (,( .the 'mereét
bigotry and narrow-mindedness ; ei\'hlbxtmg .1tst.~:lf u:
pational prejudice, national conceit, axl1d nallqnfx
h,éured. It does not show itself in d_eecls, 1.)ut:‘ in
1)6,{1\31iﬂgs~‘il] howlings, gesticulations, and shr{ekfn_g
helplessly for help—in ﬂying'f‘lags‘ and smgnl)g
songs—and in perpetual grmdmg at the hu(l;yi
gurdy of long-dead grievances and ]ong-rer‘ne leF‘
wrongs. To be infested by suck a patvrfottsm as
this is, perhaps, amongst the greatest cuirses- that
can béfall any country. SRR
51, - But as there is an ignoble, so is .L:he‘rc:.a
nobie patriotism— the patriotism.v that invigorates
and’ elevates ‘a country by noble f\vork—th:at does
its. duty truthfully  and manful]y«—th‘at lives: ‘Z;m
honest, sober, and upright life, and strives to mfl'»:e
the best use of the opportunities for improvenient
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that present ‘themselves on every side ; and at the

" same time a patriotism that cherishes the memory
and example of the "great men- of old, who, by
‘their sufferings in the cause 6f'vre}igion or of
freedom, have won for themselves a  deathless
- glory, and for their nation those privileges of free
life and free institutions of which they.
inheritors and possessors. , : SR
‘52, Nations are not to be judged by their ‘size
any more than individuals. Ior 1 nation  to be
great, it need not necessarily -be- big,
bigness is often confounded with
nation may be very big in point of territory and
- population, and yet be devoid of true greatness.
The people of Israel were a- small. people, yet
what'a great life they developed, and how powerful
the influence they have exercised on the destinies
of mankind!. Greece was not big. Athens was
less populous than New York ; and yet how great

it was in art, in literature, in phﬂosophy. and in
patriotism !

are the

though

53 But it was-the fatal weakness of Athens
that its citizens had no true family or home life,
while its freemen were greatly outnumbered by its
slaves, Its public men were loose, if not corrupt,
in morals. Its women, even the most accomplish-
ed, ‘were unchaste. Hence its fall became inevit-
able, and was even more sudden than its rise.

greatness. - A
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54. In like manner the decline and fall' of &01?%:
was attributable to the general corruption of 1ts.
people, and to their engrossing love Qf ‘pleasun?
and idleness—work, in the later days' of ;, I'{f)mc,'
being regarded only as ﬁt for yslaves. ‘ Ivt.s_cxtlyze‘ni‘ |
ceased to pride themselves ~on th¢ \rx‘njt}xes of
character . of their great fo'r,efathelfs ;o andv _ .the
empire fell because it did - n.ot “deserve 1o live.
And so the nations that are idle and lllIx;:.lrlOllS-f—
that “will rather lose a pound of blood, asvolvcl
Burton' says, “in a single combat than a drop ?.
—must inevitably die

»

sweat in any honest labour’ \
out, and laborious, energetic nations take tl}f:gz
pl’agcse.' »\’Vh@ﬂ»LOUiS'XI“\J.Z asked Colbert? hqw ‘1t
was that, ruling so great and popu]ous“a countny
as France, le-had been unable to conquer so
small ‘a country as Holland, the minister replied :
“ Because, Sire, the greatness of a (fourutry does
not depend upon the extent of its territory, but on
the' character of its people. It is because of the
industry, the frugality, and the energy of tl}e

X. Buorton, Joln ¥il [1S09--1831], Scal. - historian; wriy;r ; /;ﬁ
o Bnxion, Jomn ARAL LT
of Hunre s History of Scotland. ' - i
j‘zr : j;o:lig X1y, “Le Grand Monarque” [1638—1715], son of Touis
: . i *état, Cest moi.”. . :
NTIT; author of the saying ¢ L’¢tat, v o
3 ’('_'olberl Jean Baptiste [1619—1683], Fr. statesman ; »kim.’mclu,f
. theri, Jeam Enplisic (% N
found a4 the Academies of Painting and of Sciences, also l;hb. Obsev avi_n;r‘) ‘u
l:"nic'viﬁiw:mlucé;'l' to Louis NIV. by Mazarin, then first minister, ..o
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Dutéh -~ that” your - ‘\’l'liesty, has found thcm 50
difficult to overcome.” ‘

56. It is also re]ated of Spmola and thharder
the ambassadors. sent* by the’ King of Spain to
negotiate a treaty at the Haguie in 160%) ‘that one
day. they saw some eight or ten persons Tand from
a little boat, and, " sitting down upon the grass,
proceed to make a meal of bread-and-cheese. and
beer.” “Who  are those txa\’el]ers.

. asked the
ambassadors of a peasant.

“These are our wor-
shipful masters, the deputies from the States,” was
his” reply. Spinola at once whispered to his com-
pdmon “We must make peace: these are not
uen to be conquered.” :
57. In fine, stability of mstitutxons must (lepend
upon stability: of character. . Any number  of
depraved units cannot form a great nation.- The
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58. Where national character ceases to be
upheld, a nation may be regarded as next to lost.
Where it ceases to esteem and to practise the
virtues of - truthfulness, honesty, - integrity, Vand
justice, it does not deserve to live. And when the
time arrives in any .country when wealth has S0
corrupted or pleasure so depraved or factlon SO
infutuated the people,” that honour, order,” obedi-
ence, virtue, and loyalty have seemingly become
things of the past, then, amidst the - darkness
when Honest men—if, haply, there be such left—
are groping about and feeling for each others
hands, their only remaining hope- will be in the
restoration and elevation of Individual Chaxacter ;
for by that a,;one can a natlon ‘be saved and if
character be irrecoverably lost, ‘then indeed there‘
will be nothmg left worth saving.’

e

people may seem to be highly cmlxzecl an(l yet
be ready to fall to pieces at the lnst touch of
advexsuy Without i integrity of mdwxdual character,

they can have no real gtlcn(rth
soundness,

e s

<,

o

colwslon .or
They may be rich, po]ltc, and artistic,
1nd yet hovering on the brink of ruin. If hvmg

r-themselves only, and with no end but- pleasure

each little self his own little crod—such a nation
is doomed, and xts demy is inevitable.

) ‘;7 Spinola, hnln‘oso, YI.uquw [i57l-—16_;0], L. mil, conim, ; born

in Genoa; commander-in- chief of ’\p'mhh qrm), dcfe"ucd the Dutch at
Osleid, 1604,




CHAPTFR II
CO\IPANIONSHIP AND FXA\IPLI«

1. Men, young and old—but the yonnor ‘more
than the old—cannot help Jimitating those_ with
whom they assocnate Indeed, it is 1mp<3351ble that
assocnatxon with those about us should not produce
a powerful influence in the formation of’ chalacter.
For men are by nature xmltators, and all’ persons
are more or less impressed by the speech the
manners, - the _gait, -the . gestures, and the very
habits” of thinking of their compamons. -~ “Is
said Burke! “It is every—
thwg Example is the school of ‘mankind, and
-they will learn at no otlier.”

example ‘nothing ? ”

2. Emerson? has observed that even old coup]es
or persons who have been housemates for a course
of years, grow gradually like each other; so that,
if they were to live long enough, we should
scarcely be able to know them apart. But if this
be true of the 61(], how much more true is it of
the young, whose plastic natures are so much more
soft and impressionable, and ready to take the
stamp of the life and conversation of those about
them !

I, Burke. Scc P. 2, No. I.© 2. Emerson. Sec p. 25, No, 1,
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It is in the nature of thmgs that the circum-
stances Wthh contrlbute to. form the character

should. exercise their principal influence ‘during the

perlod of growth. As years advance example and
imitation become custom, and gradually consolidate
into ‘habit, which is of so much potency that, almost
before we know it, we have in a measure ylelded
up to it our personal freedom. S
At is related of Plato’ that onone occasion
he reproved a boy for playing at ‘some foolish
game. “ Thou reprovest me,” said. the boy, “for
a very little thing.” *“But custom,” replied Plato,
“is not a little thing.” Bad custom, consolidated
into habit, is such a ‘tyrant' that .men sometimes
cling to- vices. even whlle they curse them. " They
have become the slaves ‘of habits wlhiose power
they are impotent to resist. Hence Locke? has
said that to create and ' maintain that vigour - of
mma which is able to contest the empire of habit
may be regdrded as one of the chief ends of moral
chsmplme '

5. “Though much of the education of charactef
by example is slﬁontaneous and uncbnscious the
younor ‘need not necessarlly be the passive followers

or - imitators of those about - them

I. Plato. See 15. 53, No. 4. Ce .
iz, Koéke, Johm [1632--1704]," Tng. philosopher;

Isiay on the
Human Understanding in 1690, Co :

Their , own -

R U
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conduct, . far more than the - conduct of their com-
panions, tends to fix the purpose and form the
principles of their life. - Each possesses in himself
a power of will and of free activity; which,. if
courageously . exercised, will enable him to make
his own " individual selection.of friends and asso-
ciates. It is only through weakness of -purpose
that young people, as well as old, become the
slaves of their inclinations, or give themselves up
to a ‘servile imitation of others.

6. It is a common saying that men ‘are known
by the company they keep. The sober do not
naturally associate with the drunken, the refined
with .the coarse, the decent with the dissolute. To
associate with depraved persons argues ;a low

‘taste and vicious tendencies, and to frequent their

society leads to inevitable degr adatlon of character.
« The conversation of such persons,” says Seneca,’
‘is very injurious ; for even if it does no immediate

harm, it leaves its seeds in the mind, and follows
-us when we have gone from the speakels—a

plague sure to spring up in future resurrection.”

7. If young men are w13ely mﬂuenced and
directed, and conscientiously exert their own free
energies, they will seek the society of those better
than themselves, and strive to imitate their ex-
amole In companionship. with the good growmg

I. Semeoa. See p. 23, No, 7.
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/

natures- will always.find théir best nourishment ;
while companienship’ with ~the bad .will “only : be
fruitful in mischief. © Live with persons of elevated
characters, ‘and you will feel-lifted and lighted up
_in then. -~ ¢ Live with - wolves says -the Spanish
proverb, “and-you will:learn to Towl.”
8. :: Intercourse with even commonplace,,se]ﬁsh
peréohs, may prove most injurious, by inducing a
dry, dull; reserved, and selfish condition - of mind,
more or less- inimical . to true - manlinéss and
breadth. of ‘character. The mind soon learns to
run in small- grooves, the heart grows narrow and
contracted, -and' the moral ‘nature becémes weak,
irresolute, and accommodating, which is fatal to
all generous ambition or real excellence.

+9.. On the other hand,-association with persoiis
wiser, better, and more experienced than ourselves
is always more or less inspiring - and invigorating:
They enhance -our own - knowledge of life. We
correct our estimates . by theirs, . and - become
partners in their wisdom. ~We edlarge our field of
observation through their - eyes, profit by _their
experience, and learn not  only- from what -they
have enjoyed,;. ‘but—which is still more instructive
=~from ‘what they have suffered. If they are
stronger than ourselves, we. “become’ ‘participators
in' their strength. Hence companionship w:th the

wise and energetic never fails' to- have a most

L ow
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valuable influerice on. ‘the formation of character.
10, “An enurely new_direction may be given to
the life ‘of a young man by a happy suggestion, a
timely hint, or the kindly "advice of an . honest
friend.”- When Dr. Paley! was a student at Christ's
College, C'lmbrldge he was distinguished for  his
shrewdness as well as his clumsiness, and he was
at the same time the ‘favourite and the butt of his
companions. ~Though ' his natural . abilities " were
~ great, he was thoughtless, idle, anda spendthrift ;
and at the commencement of his third year he had
made comparatively litfle progress. - After one-of
his usual night-dissipations, a friend stood :by his
bedside on the following morning. “ Paley;” said
he, “I have not been able to “sleep for thinking
about you. I have been thinking what a fool - you
are! 7/ have the means of dissipation, and can
afford to be idle: you are poor, and cannot afford
it.  Z could do nothing, probably, even were 1l to
tiy : you are capable of doing anything. 1 have
lain awake all night thinking about your folly, and
I have now come solemnly to warn you. Indeed,
if you persist in your indolence, and goon'in this
way, I must renounce your society altogether!”
It is said that Paley was so. powerfully
affected by this admonition that from that moment

L. Paley, Willinm [1743—-1805], Ing. theologian; Zwvidences of
Christinndfy, National Theology ; Moral and Political Philosophy. '
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he became an altered man.  He formed an entirely

new plan of life, and diligently persevered in it.
He became one of the most mdustrxous of students.
One by one he distanced hIS competxtors “and at
the end of the year he came out Senior Wi rang[er‘
What he: afterwa:ds accompushed as ‘an- author
and a dlvme is sufficiently well known. - .

12, Character tells . in '11! condmons of Ilf‘e
The man of good character in a workshop wx]]
give the tone to his fellows, and elevate their. entxre
aspirations. Thus Franklin,2 while a workman in
London, is said to have reformed the manners’ of
an_entire workshop. So the man of bad character
and debased energy will unconsciously lower and
degrade his fellows. =~ Captain - John Brown3—the
“marching on” Brown—once said to  Emersond
that, “for a settler in a new country, one good,
believing man is worth a hundred, nay, worth a
thousand. men " without character.” His example is
so contagious that all other men are directly and
beneficially inflienced by him, and he insehsibly

L Senior \V]"]“r"ler (Cm\b) Univ. first in class when it was arranged
in order of merit,

2. Franklin, Benjamin [1706——!790}, Am, printer ; \mlcr, pntnot
d:plonnt physicist ; born’ at Boston ; signer of Declaration of Independence ;

twice ‘covoy to Eng.; ; once to Ir; Pres. of Pa,; proved “identity of
electricity and lightning. . -

3. JYohm:Brown [1735—1788], Scot. ph)sxclan “author of Brunonian
s )stem Elanenta Medicine, . ’
4. Fmerson. Sce p, 25, \o.' i.
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elevates and lifts’ them up “to lns own’ standard ‘of
energetlc activity. B o P
" 13. . Communication’ with - the good is 1nvar1ably
productive of good. The good' character is - dif-
fusive in his influence. I was common cla) till
roses were planted in. me,” says.some aromatic
earth in the Eastern fable. Like begets like, and
good makes good. “It is astomshmg, ' says Canon
Moseloy,!  how much good ‘goodness makes. No—
thing that is good is alone, nor anything bad ;
makes others good or others bad—and- that other
and so on : hke a stone thrown into a pond, which
makes circles that make other wider ones, and;then
others, till the last reaches the shore: .. . Almost
all the good' that is in the -world has, I suppose,
thius come down to us traditionally - from . remote
times, and often unknown centres of good.” So
Mr. Ruskin® says, “That which is born" of evil
begets evil; and that which is born of valour and
honour teaches valour and honour.” o
" Great is the power of goodness to charm
and to command. The man inspired by it is the
true king of men, drawing all hearts after him. When

General Nicholson® lay wounded ‘on his death-bed |

1. Mesetey, Menry N. [1801—1872], Eng, nalumhst mthor. :

2, -From a letler of Canon, . Moseley, read at a \Iemoml \Icclmg held
shortly after the death of the lale Lord Herbert Lea,

3. Ruskin. See p. 12, No,

4. General Nicholson, 'Foln [1322—1857], Lng soldier; quelled
Sepoy mwtiny in the Punjab; killed at Delhi.
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before Delhi, he dictated .this last message to his- ’

equally noble” and gallant friend, ~ Sir’ Herbert
Edwardes :' - “Tell him,” said he, “I should have
been a- bettel man if I had continued to live with

him, and our -heavy public duties had not prevented

my seeing -more’ of him privately. T. was “always
the better for a residence with him and his : wife,
however short. Give my love to them both!”

- 15. ‘There are men in whose presence we feel
as if we breathed a spiritual ozone, refreshing and
invigorating, like inhaling mountain air, or- enjoying
a bath of sunshine. -The power of Sir Thomas
More’s? gentle nature was so great that-it subdued
the bad at the-same time that it inspired the good.
The very sight of a great and good man is oft_eq
an inspiration to the - young, who cannot help ad-
miring and loving the gentle, the brave, the truthful,
the magnanimous. Chateaubriand® saw Washing-
ton* only once, but it inspired him for life. ~ After
describing the interview, he says: - ‘“ Washington
sank into the tomb before any little celebrity had
attached to my name. Ipassecl before him as the

T L Sir llembcrt ldnm-do,?, Benjamin [XSIg—ISSS], }:‘ng gcncml

Sikh'.wars in Indin; A Year on the Punjab Frontier:

“ 2. Sir. Thomas More [1478~1535], LEng. statesman ; author; (//qp:'rr.
3. Chateaubriand (shad’bréin), -Francois itend de [1768——1848],

I, wriler ; ambassador; visited U.S.; foughtas a royalist at’ 'lluonvﬂ!e,

Alsace-Loraine, Ger. ; exiled; /Ilala, Genins of C/zrutmmly

4. Washington. Sec p, 19, No. 4.
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-most unknown of ‘beings.  He was in all his. glory
—I"in the depth " of ‘my. obscurity. My name
probably dwelt not a whole day’ in his memory.
Happy, however, was I that his looks were cast
upon me. I have felt warmed- for jt all the rest
of my life. . There is a virtue even in the looks of
a great man.” S B

16, When Niebubr! died, his friend,” Frederick
Perthes,? said of him: « What a coﬁtemporary!
The terror.of all bad and base men, the stay of
all the sterling and honest, the friend and helper
of youth.” Perthes said on -another occasion ;
“It does a wrestling man good to he constantly
surrounded by tried wrestlers ; evil- thoughts are
put to flight when the eye falls on the portrait of
o.ne‘ in whose living presence one would have
blushed to own them.” - A Catholidmbney—]endér,
when about fo cheat, was wont to ‘draw a veil
over the picture of his favourite saint. So Hagzlit?
has said of the portrait of a beautiful female, that
it seemed as if an unhandsome action would be
impossible in its presence.  “It does one good to
look upon his manly, honest’ face,” said a poor
German. woman, pointing to a portrait of the great

— - -
I Niebulw (0&hoor), Eartholdq Georg  {1776—1831], = German
educator ; historian 3 Koman History,

2. Frederick Perthes. Sce P35 No. 1.
3. ¥azlitt, Witliam [1778—1830], Eng. author ; critie,
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Reformer! - hung upqh the wrz%ll bf he’r,“hm'nble‘

d“f ;l.?ngEven' the portrait of a qoble:‘ or ‘a good
man, hung up in a room," is ‘(f.on1pax)1or'ﬁts]11[)' aftf.:r
a sort. It gives us a closer pngonal'mtere.st.m
him." “Looking at the features, e ‘feel.‘f as if we
knew liivm better, and were more near.ly. ‘re‘vlat.e(l to
him. It is a link that connects us with a higher
and better nature than our own.  Aad though-we
may be far from reaching the “standaf.ci' of our
hero, we are, to a certain extent, sustained and
fortified by his depicted presence cgnstanﬂy before
us. o o o ‘ g
18. Fox? was proud to acknowledge how much
he owed to the example and conversation of -Burke.
On one occasion he said of him, that * if he -.was
to put all the political information he hadg(:uned
from books, all that he had learned fr0131 science
or. that the knowledge of the world and its affairs
taught him, into one scale, and the nmpro.vemem
he had derived from Mr. Burke’s conversation and
instruction into the other, the latter would.pre-
i)ontierate." - : : o
19. Great and good men draw ot‘hen.s a_telf
exciting _the spontaneous admiration o

them, : ’ of
This admiration” of noble character

mankind.

N y :
1. the great Reéformer, Martin Luther. See p. 6, No, 3.
2. Fex Sec p.J16, No. 2,
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elevates the mind, and-. tends to redéem it from
the bondage of self, one of the greatest stumbling-
blocks to moral improvement. - The recollection ;)f
men ‘who have  signalized themselves by great
thoughts' or great deeds seems as if to create for
the time a purer atmosphere around us, and. we
feel as if our aims and purposes were uricons'éiously
clevated. == . .. S o N

20.  “Tell me whom you admire,” said Sainte-
Beuve," “and T will tell you what you are, at least
as regards your talents, tastes, and "character.”
Do you ’a'dmire‘.m‘ean men >—your own' nature is
mean. Do you admire rich men ?—you are of the
earth, earthy. - Do you admire men of - title >—you
are a- tqa@-eater, or a tuft-hunter.. Do you- admire
honest, bré}ve, "and »nianly men ?—you are yoﬁrée}f
of an honest, brave, ‘and h{énlry:‘spirit; i

21. It is- in the season of youth, “while -the
charactgr is forming, that the Jinipulsé to admire is
the greatest. As we advance in life, we crystallize
intq habit: and “sz_Z adiitrari "2 too oft'eri’b'eéomeé
our motto. -It is well to encourz.ige‘the admiration
of great characters while the nature is i)lzis'ti(’:'imd
open to impressions; for if the good - are- ot

B N B - 0 — 0 =

1. S, -] - A {i M
I Sninte Belng _ (‘sant—‘buv » Charles Augustin- [1804—1869], T'r
critic; author ; Canseries dn Lunds, etc, ) - ) ’

2, € wes Sl B . - - §
Nil admiraxi ”? (L), attitude of . being surprised at, or- adimiring,

nothing, nonchalance,
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admired—as young men will have’ their heroes of
some sori—most probably the great bad may be
taken by them for models. - Hence it always
rejoiced Dr. Arnold! to hear his pupils expressipg
admiration of great deeds, or full of enthusiasm
for persons or even scenery. . “I believe,” said he,
“that ‘N advurar:’ is the devil's f;wourite text ;
and ‘heé could not choose a better to introduce his
pupils into the - more esoteric parts of his doctrine.
And, therefore, I have always looked upon a-man
infected with the disorder of anti-romance as one
who has lost the finest part of his nature, and his
best protection against everything low and foolish.”

22. It was a fine trait in the character of
Prince Albert® that he was always so ready to
express generous admiration of the good deeds of
others. ‘‘He had the greatest delight,” says the
ablest delineator of “his character, “in anybody
else saying a fine saying, or doing a great deed.
He would rejoice over it, ‘and talk about it for
days ; and whether it was a- thing nobly said or
done by a little child, or by a veteran statesman,
it gave him equal- pleasure. He delighted in

I, Dr. Arnold, Thomas [1795—1842], Eng. teacher ; historian ;_father
of Sir Matthew Araold; History of Rome, elc. T

2. *Life) i. 344. : ' ) .

3- Yrince Atbert [1819—1861]; (Irancis Albert Augustus Chaces
Lmmanuel), son of Duke Ernest of Saxe-Coburg-Gatha; Prince Consort o
Victoria of Eng. . - .
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humanity doing well on any occasion ‘and in any
manner.”! R TN DR EP N SENE P S

23 “No quality,” said Dr. Johnson,? “will get
- @ man more friends than a sincere admiration of
the qualities of ‘others. Tt indicates generosity ‘of
nature, frankness, cordiality, and “cheerful : recogni-
tion of merit.” = It ‘was - to the sincere—it might
almost be said the reverential—admiration of
Johnson by Boswell® that we owe -one of the best
biographies ever written. One is disposed to think
that there must have been -some genuine good
qualities in Boswell to have been attracted by such
a man as Johnson, and ‘to have kept faithful to
his - worship in - spite of rebuffs and ‘snubbings
innumerable. - Without such “qualities, Carlyle? in-
sists, the ‘Life of Johnson’ never could have been
written.  “Bosweli wrote a good book,” he says,
“because he had a heart and an - eye to discern
wisdom, and an “utterance to . render - it . forth ;
because of his free insight, his lively talent, ‘and,
above all, of his love  and - childlike open-minded-

»

ness.

L. Introduction to ¢ The Princip:ﬂ Spéécllcs' and Addresses bf.i'i.li.fl. the
Prince Consort, p. 33. ) o .

2. Dr. Johinson, Snmﬁq] [17097i7$4j, E;lg.>le;icoéf;l;lxe-r; Ill;)rﬂilisi;
Lnglish D.ctionary ; Lives of the English Pocts. * R

3. Boswell, James [.1,74_0_~1795], =Sc0f. Lawyer; bhbiotgrap}’ler ;. :/Iz}“’g' of
Johuson. L I . ] S '

4. Carlyle. See p. 24, No. 2. . . v, :
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24, Most young men of generous mind have
their heroes, especially if they be book-readers.
Thus- Allan Cunningham,’ when a mason’s appren.
tice in Nithsdale, walked all the way to Edinburgh
for the sole purpose of seecing Sir Walter Scott as
he = passed along . the street, ‘We “unconsciously
admire the enthusiasm of the lad, and respect the
imp'li}Sé which impelled him to make the journey. -
It is" related of Sir‘jds!ma"Reynolds,z ‘that, when a
boy of ten, he thrust his hand through intervening
rows of people to touch Pope, as if there were a
sort of virtue in the contact. At a much later
period the painter Haydon® was proud to see and
to touch Reynolds when on a visit to his native
place. Rogers* the ‘poet used to tell of his- ardent
desire, when a boy, to see Dr. Johnson ; but when
his hand was on the knocker of the house in Bolt
Court,. his courage failed him, and he turned away.
So- the late Isaac Disraeli,’ when a youth, .-called
at -Bolt Court for the same purpose ; énd’though
he /ad the courage to knock, to his dismay he
was informed by the 'servant that the  great

L Attan Caninghnm [1784~1842], Scot. poet;; miscellaneons
writer.; Sougs of Svor, - ) o

2. Sir Joshun Reynolds [1723—1792], Eng. portrait-painter. ’

3 ‘!l‘uydon', Bcinjamin‘llbbvert f1786 —1846], Eng, historical painter.

4. Rogers, Samuel [1763—18557, Eng. poet. S

5. Xsane Disracii [1766—1848], Iing. writer; son of a Venelian Jew;
father of Benjamin Disracli, Tarl -of ‘Beaconsfiéld ; Curiosities - of Literature
etc, . . oS . s : L
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lexicographer had breathed ‘ns last only a few
hours before.

25, On the contrary, “small 'md ungenerous
minds cannot admire heartily. To their own great

persons so constituted that they have not the
heart to be generous. The most disagreeable of
all people are those who ‘““sit in the seat of the
scorner.”! " Persons -of this sort often come to
regard the success of others, even in a good work,
as a kind of personal offence. They cannot bear
to hear another praised, especially if he belong to
their own art, or calling or profession. They will
pardon a man's failures, but cannot forgive his
doing a thing better than they can do. And
where they have themselves failed, they are found
to be the most merciless of detractors.

27. The mean mind occupies itself with sneer-
ing, carping, and fault-finding; and is ready to
scoff at everythmg but impudent effrontery or
successful vice. The greatest consolation of such
persons are the defects of men of character. “If
the wise erred not,” says George Herbert,? it
would go hard with fools.” Yet, though wise men
may learn of fools by avoiding their errors, fools
rarely profit by the example which wise men set
them. A German writer has said that it‘is a
miserable temper that cares only to discover the
blemishes in the character of great men or great
periods. Let us rather judge them with the
charity of Bolingbroke,® who, when reminded of

misfortune, they = cannot recognize, much less
reverence, great men and great things. The mean
nature admires meanly. The toad’s. highest "idea
of ‘beauty is his 'tdadess The small snob’s highest
idea of manhood is the great snob. The slave-
dealer values a man accordmg to his muscles.
When a Guinea trader was told by Sir Godfrey
Khueller," in the presence of Pope, that he saw
before him two of the greatest men in the world,
he replied- “I don’t know how great you may
be, but I dont like your looks. I have -often
bought a man much better than both of you
together, all bones and muscles, for ten guineas!”

26.  Although Rochefoucauld2 in one of his
maxims, says that there is something - that is not
altogether disagreeable to us in the misfortunes of
even our best friends, it is only the small and
essentially mean nature that finds pleasure in ‘the
disappointment, and annoyance at the success of
others.  There ~are, unhappily ,for themselves

I. Sir (,mlney Kueller [1643-—1723], Ger. porimlt-p'unler seltled
in Ing. ; court painter to 5 monarchs.

2. Rochefoucould (rosh’f60/kd), Franeois, BHuo (lo ia [1613—1680:];
Tr. courtier; soldier; author ; Maxims. B

1, See Psalws, 1: I, . N

2. George Merbert. OC¢ p. 4, No. 1,

3. Belingbroke, Viscount [1678—1751], IIcnry Saint ]ohn Lng
politician ; writer ; pmm, minister, )

e,
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“observed, “He was so great a man that 1 forgot

~Xerses at. Salamis, -

-defealed. _\erxe'; y—490.
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one of the alle ed . weaknesses of Marlborou h,!
: : boy he burst into tears on hearmg Herodotus!

read hisHistory, and -the impression made ‘upon
his mind was such as to determine the bent ‘of his
own genius.  And Demosthenes? was so fired on
one occasion by the eloquence of Callistratus,? that
the ambition was roused within him “of becoming
an orator himself, Yet Demosthenes was physic-
ally weak, had a feeble: voice, indistinct aiticula-
tion, - and :shortness  of breath—defects ‘which he
was only enabled to overcome - by “diligent study
and invincible determination. But, with all lns
practice, he never became a ready speaker ; all hi}s
orations, especially the most famous of them,
exhibiting: indications of careful elaboration—the art
and industry of the orator being visible in almost
every sentence. .

" Similar 1llust1at10ns of character " imitating
character and mouldmrr itself by the style and
manner and genius of great men, are to be found
pervading all history. Warriors, statesmen, orators,
patriots, poets, and artists—all have been, more
| or less. lmcommousiy, nurtured by the lives and
actions of others living before them or presented
for their imitation.

he had that defect.”

28. Admiration of crxeat men, living or dead,
naturally evokes imitation of them in a greater o
less- degree. While -a ‘mere  youth; the mind of
Themistocles? was fired by the gréat deeds of his
contemporaries, “and he _ longed " to distinguish
himself in the service of lus country.  When the
Battle of Marathon3 had been fought, he fell into
a ‘state of mehncho]y, and when asked" By ' his
friends as to the cause, he replied “that the
tnop]ues of Mlltlades" ‘would not ‘suffer him to
s]eep A few years later, we find him at ‘the
head of the Atheman army, defeatmg the Persian
fleet of Xerxes® in the Battles of Artemisium and
Salamis—his country grateful]y acknowledomcr that
it had been saved through his wisdom and valour.

It is related of Thucydides’ that, when a

1 VInnbmou"h (-mll’bo ~1a), Dulce (;’f [i650—t722], John Churchr
Ian gcncral defeated Fr. at Blenheim, -

""2. 'l‘hcmistoelcs [—514—~449], Atlmnmn ruler; naval victory over

K3 Bnulc of M'\mihon, Inulcf cld in Atum Greece, wherc Militiades

'4. M (ln(les, Alhcm’m géncnl, del'cm(c] l’em'm amy of D’!I‘IUS at
\Iarathon —5007? ’ o

4( ; [—484—408], Gr. historian ; “ the father of History.”

;- ;:;:ﬁ::l::;& ‘E3g5—:‘-32;’}3 C1 Atheqnn oralor; patriot; 1;1'1(131
away with himself by poison so as not to fall  into the hands of Anupq e]r

3. Calistratus, Kindled in Demosthenes a passion for his art; his
‘Sparian’ sympathies . brought . lnm to ngCI' and led to lus checutlon "as a
traitor,

5. Xerxes [—465], Persian king; invaded Gr. with "oooooo men and
4.000 \essels ; mavy defeated at: Swhmls rctreatcd to Persia, *
6. Thuoydides (thu—sidxdcz), Athem'\n lnston'm, orator.. . -
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31.  Great men have evoked the admiraotionf
kings,” popes, and emperors. Francis de Medicis
never spoke to Michael Angelo' without uncover-
ing, and Julius IIL2 made him sit by his side while
a dozen cardinals were standing. Charles V.? made
way for Titian % and one day, when the brush
dropped from the painter’s hand, Charles stooped
and picked it up, saying, “You deserve to be
served by an emperor.” Leo X.5 threatened with
excommunication whoever should print and sell the
poems of Ariosto® without the author's consent.
The same pope attended the death-bed of Raphael,?
as Francis 1.8 did that of Leonardo da Vinci.?

32. Buffon®set Newton" above all other phi-

L. Miohnel Augelo, Buonavotti [1475—1564], It. sculptor ; painter;
worked in Sistine Chapel.

2. Julius XML [1487—1555], Cardinal Giocei ; gdivine; pope; reopened
Council of Trent; sent Pole as legate to Mary 1. of Eng, ’

3- Charles V., “The Wise” [1337—1380], king of Fr, 1364—1380;
regent during his father’s captivity in Eng.; reconquered ter. taken by
Edward IIL of Eng., 1370—1 380.

4. Titin (Ush/an) [1477—1576], popular, ame of Tiziano Vecellio ;
Venetian painter,

5. Lee X, Leo, name of 13 pupes, Leo X., pope from 1513 to 1521.

6. Ariosto, Lodovico [1474-1533], Tt. poct; Orlands ZLiurioso, cte.

7. Meaphael, Santi [1483—1520], It. painter ; sculptor ; architect,

8. Francis X -[1494—1547] king of Fr,; met Heory VIIL, on “ Field
of the Cloth of Gold’; persecuted Protesants.

9. Keonardo da Vinei [1452—1519], It painter architect ; scul tor ;
The Last’ Supper, ,], P ’ pors

. 10. Buffon, George Louis Teclere, Comnie !i(; [[707—-1780]: a greal
French naturalist, : o . '

1L Newtoun, Sir Ysnac [ 1642—1727], Eng. philosophier ; nmtheniatician;
discoverer the Jaw of gravitation; Principia,

COMPANIONSHIP AND EXAMPLE §3

losophers, and admired him ‘so highly that he had

always his portrait before him while he sat at

work. - So "Schillet' looked up ‘to Shakspeare,?
whom he studied r'eVef(antly and zealously for years,
until he became capable of comprehending nature at
ﬁrst‘-hz_«‘md,'and‘ then his admiration became even
more ardent than before. » e

33. It is" the great lesson of biography to teach
what man can be and can do at his best. It may
thus give each man renewed strength and conﬁf
dence. The humblest, in sight of even the
greatest, may admire, and hope, and take courage.
These great brothers of ours in blood and lineage,
who live a universal life, still speak to us from
their graves, and beckon us on in the paths which
they have trod. Their example is still with us, to
guide, to influence, and to direct us. For nobility
of character is a perpetual bequest, living from
age to age, and constantly tending to reprog]uce
its like.

34. “The sage,” say the Chinese, “is the
instructor of a hundred ages. When the manners
of Loo are heard of, the stupid become intelligent,

1. Sohiiler (shilér), Jehann Christoph ¥ricdrieh von [1759-1805],
Ger, poet; dramatist, .

2, Shﬂkspe;n'e, William [1564—1616], great world-poet ;. dramatist ;
Midstemmer Nights Dieam; Romeo and Judiet; Merchant of Venice; As
You Like It ; Julius Casar; Hamlet; Othello ; Macbeth ; cte. -
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and the ~wavering. determined.” Thus the acted

life of a good man - continues to be a gospel of

freedom and emancipation to all who succeed him.

35. The golden words that good men have
uttened the examples they have set, live through
all txme' they pass into the thoughts and hearts
of their successors, - help them on the road of life,

“and often console them in the hour of death.

“And the most miserable ‘or most" “painful - of

‘deaths said Hemy Marten the Commonwealth

man, who died in prison, “is as nothing compared
with the memory of a’ wellspent life; and great
alone is he who has earned the glorious puwlege

of bequeithmg such a Iesson and example to his
successors | ”

I. ]l’enl-y Marten [!562—1641], prominent member of fthe - Long

Par]mmcnt but was c\pcllcd from it 1643—46 as an extremist ; fought in
the great Rebellion, . o :
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Wi ORK

~

\Vork is one of tlu, best educators of practl-
cal chanacter It evokes and chscnplmec, obedience,
self-control, attention, apphcatnon and persevelance,
giving a man deftness and Sklll in his special
calling, and aptltude and dexteuty in dealmg thh
the affairs of ordinary life.”

prmmple that calues men and nations onward.

their hands, as a ‘matter of necessxty in order to
live ; but all must work in oné way or another; it
they would enjoy life as it ought to be en]oyed

" Labour- may be a burden and a chastisement,
' but it is also an honour and a'glory: without it

man comes through ‘work'; "and CIVlll?’lthll is its
product.
Adam' were ‘at once stricken by moral death. -

labour. Idleness ‘eats the heart out of men as of
nations, -and consumes . them  as rust- does-iron,

I, Adam. (Bible). The first man,

2. Work is the law of our bcmg—the hvmg’

The greater number of men have to work “with

notnmg can be 'tccomphshed All that is great in
Were labour abolished, the race’ Tof

4. It is idleness that is the curse of man——not
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When Alexander' conquered the Persians, and had

an  opportunity of observing their manners, he

remarked that they did not seem conscious that
there could be anything more servile than a life of
pleasure, or more princely than a life of toil.

5. When the Emperor Severus? lay on his
death-bed at York, whither he had been borne on
a litter from the foot of the Grampians,® his final
watchword to his soldiers was, ““ Laborenus” (We
must work) ; and nothing but constant toil main-
tained the power and extended the authority of the
-Roman generals,

6. In describing the carlier social condition of

" Italy, when the ordinary occupations of rural life

were considered compatible with the highest civic
dignity, Pliny* speaks of the triumphant generals
and their men returning contentedly to the plough.
“In those days the lands were tilled by the hands
even of generals, the soil exulting beneath a
ploughshare crowned with laurels, and guided by a

~husbandman graced with triumphs.” It was only

after slaves became extensively employed in all

L. Alexander, “The Great ” [—356—323], King of Macedon, conqueror
of many lands, ) . :

2. Severus, Alexander [205 ?—235], Roman emperor and successful
general,

3. Grampians, Mt. range; Victoria, Austral, ; highest peak, 3,827 ft.

4. Pliny, Gaius Plinius Secomdus [23—-79], Roman :naturalist;
perished in the eruption that destroyed Pompeii, ;

WORK 57
departments of industry that labour came to be
regarded as dishonourable and  servile. ~‘And S0
soon as indolence and luxury became the charac-
teristics of the ruling classes of Rdme, the downfall
of the empire, sooner or later,was inevitable.

7. There is, perhaps, no tendency of our
nature that has to be more carefully guarded
against than indolence. When Mr. Gurney' asked
an intelligent foreigner who had travelled over the
greater part of the world, whether he had observed
any one quality which, more than another, could
be regarded as a universal characteristic of our
species, his answer was, in broken English, “ Me
tink dat all men dove Jazy.” Tt is characteristic of
the savage as of the despot. Itis natural to men
to endeavour to- enjoy the products of Ilabour
without its toils. Indeed, so universal is this desire,
that James Mill? has argued that it was to prevent
its indulgence at the expense ~of society at large
that the expedient of Government was originaHy

invented.? N
8. Indolence is equally degrading to individuals

as to nations. Sloth never made its mark in the
world, and never will. Sloth never climbed a lnl_l,

1. Gurney, Joseph John [1788—1847], Eng. Quaker minister;
philanthropist ; brought about prison reforms, - ’
2. Joames Mill [1773—1836], Eng, jour,; meiaphys.
3. *Essay on Government;-in ¢ Encyclopredia Britanica,’

i

O e
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nor overcame a difficulty - that it could avoid.
Indolence always failed in life, and always will. It
is in the nature of things that it should not succeed
in anything. It is a burden, an incumbrance, and
a nuisance~always _useless, éomplaining, melan-
choly, and miserable. B

9. The indolent, however, " are not whoile
indolent.  Though the body may shirk labour, the
brain is not idle. If it do not grow corn, it will
grow thistles, which will be found springing up all
along the idle man’s course in life. The ghosts of
indolence rise up in the dark, ever: slaring the
ecreant in the face, and tormenting him. Hency-
ra wise physician was accustomed to regard occu
pation as one of his most valuable remedial meas-
ures. - “ Nothing is so injurious,” sgiid Dr. Maxshall
Hall," “as unoccupied time.” An Afchbishop, of Ma-
yence? used to say that “the human heart is Jike a
millstone : if you put wheat under it, it grinds  the
wheat into flour ; if you put no wheat, it grinds oh,
but then ’tis itself it wears away.” Indolence is
usually full of excuses; and the sluggard, though
unwilling to work, is often an active sophist.
“There is a lion in the pafh 75 or “The hill is
hard to climb ”; or “There is no use trying—|
have tried,- and failed, and cannot do .it.”

I. Dr. Morshall IXall [1790—1857], Eng, physician; writer.
2. Mayenee, city; of Rhine Hesse,-Ger, ; p, 84,251,

3

as well as the poor.

" WORK L g

1o. It has been truly said, that to desire to

possess, without being burdened ‘with the ,t}'Ottble
of acquiring, is as much a sign of wegkness, as to
recognize that everything. worth having is only to
be got by paying its price, is the prime secret of
practical strength. Even leisure cannot be enjoyed
unless it is won by effort. -If it have not been
earned by work, the price ‘has not -been paid for
it

1. The duty of industry applies to all classes

and conditions of society. All have their work to
do in their respective conditions. of life—the rich

The gentleman by birth and
education, however richly he may be endowed. with
worldly possessiohs, cannot but feel .that he is in
dutjﬁ bound to contribute his quota of en,deavour
towards the general well-being in which he shares,
He.canﬁbt be satisfied with being fed, clad, and
maintained by the labour of others, without making
some suitable return to the society that upholds
him. An Vhonés‘t, highminded man would revolt at
the idea of sitting down to and enjoying a feast,
and then going away without paying his share of*
the reckoning. - To be idle and us_el_es_s is neither
an honour nor a privilege. , ,. o
12. It is true, there -are ‘men who ~die of
overwork ; but many more die of selfishness,
indulgence, and idleness. Where men break down
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by overwork, it is most commonly from want of
duly ordering tlieir lives, and neglect of the ordinary
conditions of physical -healih, Lord Stanley was
probably 'right when . he said that he doubted
whether “hard work, steadily and regﬁ]arly carried

on, ever yet hurt anybody.”

13. Then, again, length of Years is no proper
test of length of Zf. A man’s life is to be
.measured by what he does in it, and what he feels
in it. The more useful work the man does, and
the more he thinks and feels, the more he really
lives. The idle, useless man, no -matter to what

extent his life may be prolonged, merely vegetates.

14." It was characteristic of Napoleon,! when
visiting a work of mechanical excellence, to pay

great respect to the inventor, and, on taking his
leave, to salute him with a low bow. ‘Once at St.
Helena, when walking with Mrs, Balcombe, some
Seérvants came along carrying a load. The lady,
' an angry tone, ordered them out of the way, on
which Napoleon interposed, saying, “ Respect the
)burden, madam.” Even the drhdgery of the
humblest labourer contributes towards the general
well-being of society ; ‘and it was a wise sa;ing of
a Ch.inese emperor, that ““if there was a'm.an who

1. Napoleon Nonaparte ['1769—1821], Tr. emperor, 1804—1815;

. : M .

general ;  conqueror; legislator ; author of Code Nupolor; defeated =t
Waterloo ; surrendered to Brit. 3 imprisoned and died at St, Helena,

WORK 61

did not work, or a woman that was idle, somebody
must suffer cold or hunger in the empire.”

‘15. Thousands can bear testimony to the truth

of the saying of Greuze,'! the French painter, that
work—employment, useful occupation—is one of

the great secrets of happiness. Casaubon? was
once induced by the entreaties of his friends to
take a few days’ entire rest, but he returned to
his work with the remark that it was easier to
bear illness doing something than doing nothing.
16. When Charles Lamb?® was released for life
from his daily drudgery of desk-work at the India
Office, he felt himself the happiest of men. “I
would not go back to my prison,” he said to a
friend, “ten years longer, for ten thousand
pounds.” He also wrote in the same ecstatic
mood to Bernard Barton:* “I have scarce steadi-
ness of head to compose a letter,” he said. “I
am free! free as air! 1 will live another fifty

1 years. . . . Would T could sell you some of my

leisure ! Positively the best thing a man can do

_is+Nothing ; and next to that, perhaps, Good

L. Greuze, Jean Baptiste [1725—18057, Fr. painter. )

2. Cnsaunbon, Xsano [1559—1614], Swiss scholar; theologian ; librarian
to Henry IV, of Fr., 1603—1610 5 died in-London ; A#henens ; Ecelesiastical
Liberty.

3.. Chartes Lomb [1775—1834], Eng. poet ; essayist; humorist ; critic;
Lssays of LElia, etc.

4. Bernard Barton [1784—184?], ‘Eng. poet; “the Quaker poet.”




.too much impress upon- your miind- that Zabour is

every station of life ; there is nothing worth having
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| | that can be had without it, from the bread \vhych
the peasant wins with the sweat of his ﬁbro“.', tp
the sports by which the rich man must get rid of
his enne} .. . As for knowledge, it can no more

Works.” " Two years—two long and-tedious years
—passed ;- and Charlés Lamb’s feelings had under-
gone an éntire'cliange; " He now 'dis&oVéfed that
official, even humdrum - work—“the appointed
round, the daily task ”—had been good * for him,
though he knew it not.  Time had formerly ‘been
his friend'; it had now become his enemy. "~ To
Bernard Barton he again wrote: I aSé;ire "you,
70 work is worse than overwork ; the mind” preys
on itself—the most unwholesome of food. I have
ceased to care for a‘Inﬂostia‘nythinG. - . . Never
did the waters of heaven ‘pour down upon "a
forlorner head. What I can do, and overdo, is
to walk. I am a- sanguinary ‘murderer of time.
But the oracle is silent.” -

17. No man could be more " sensible - of : the
practical importance of industry - than Sir "Walter
Scott,’ who was himself one of the most labérious
and indefatigable of men. ‘Scott himself was most
anxious to impress upon the minds of ‘his own

children the importance of industry as a means of

usefulness and happiness in’ the world. " To his son
Charles, when at school, -he wrote : -1 cannot

be planted in the human mind without lahour than
a field of wheat can be- produced - without the
previous use of the plough. There is, indeed, this
great difference, that chance or circumstances may
so cause it that another shall reap what the farmer
SOWS ; but no man can be deprived, - whether by
accident or miéfortune, of the fruits of his, own
studies ; and the liberal and extended acquisitions
of knowledge which he makes are all for his own
use. Labour, therefore, my dear boy, and improve
the time. In youth our ‘steps are light, and. our
minds are ductile, and knowledge is easily laid up ;
but if we neglect our “spring, our summers will
be useless and contemptible, -our harvest will be
chaff, and the winter of our old age unrespected
and desolate.”? -

18.  Southey® was as laborious a ‘ii'orkér as
Scott.  Indeed, work might almost be said to form
part. of his religion. He was, only nineteen when
he wrote these words : * Nineteen years ! certainly

L Ennui (An'nwé), mental weariness from Tack of occuipation or interest,
2. Lockhart’s ‘ Life of Scott’ (8vo Ed.) p. 442. Lo
3. Southey, Robert {1774—1843], Eng. - poet * laureale 131{[!{: of
Blenteine ; The Life of Nelson, cte. R cnn

the condition which God' has imposed on .us in

) -

1. Sir Water Scoft. See P. 5 No. 3

4 iy
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a fourth part of my life; perhaps how great a
part! and yet I have been of 1o service to society.
The clown who scares crows for twopence a day
is a more useful man; he preserves the bread |
which -1 eat /in idleness.” And yet Southey had
not been idle as a boy—on the contrary, he had
been a most diligent student. He had not only
read largely in English literature, but was well
acquainted, 'through translations, with Tasso,!
Ariosto,? Homer,? and Ovid.4 o

19. We have spoken of work as a discipline :
it is also an educator of character. Even work
that produces no results, because it s work, is
better than torpor—inasmuch as it educates faculty,
and is thus preparatory to successful work. The
habit of working teaches method. It compels
cconomy of time, and the disposition of it with
Judicious forethought. And when the art of pack-
ing life with useful occupations is once acquired by
practice, every minute will be turned to account ;
and leisure, when it comes, will be enjoyed with all
the greater zest.

business ; and he pzroféssed that he'did not considef:
any amoim’t'of literafy distinction as entitled to e
spoken of. in the same: breath with a-mastery in
the higher departments of practical life—least:.of
all with a first-rate captain,” R RN ST S
21.° Washington, like other great com manders,

was ;m; indé‘fatigable nian of ‘business. TFrom  his
boyhood he - diligently trained -himself in* habits of
application; of study, and of amethodical work. His
manuseript school books, which are stjll ‘preserved,
show - that-. as - early as the . age of -thirteen, he
occupied himself ‘voluh,tari»ly n. cop)!il)g_; out ‘such
,1'11i;_rgsgas” forms ..of’ i'eqe_ip.tjs,‘xio,tfas"of hand, ‘bills of

and, other. dry.. documents, all \yl'itt'en' ‘out - with
great ‘care. ~And the “habits which ' he thus 'e;ujly
acquired were, in a 'great" x’neasu're.-; the' foundation
of those acémirable business qualities  which = he
afterwards so ;sgxécessflxli)' brought to bear in the
affairs of government. o '

: 22, The man or woman ..who achieves success
I. Tasso, Torquato [1544—I595], son of Bernardo; epic poet; R RS .
Jerusalems Delivered, . .

2. Ariosto, Lodovico [1474—1 533], It. poet; Orlando 1"11;7'0:&, cte.

3. Xlomer, the great epic poet of Greece, and the greatest of all time;
Jliad ; Odyssey, I )

4 Ovid [43 B.C—19? A, D.], Rom. erotic poet;  died - in exile;
Metamorphoses ; translated by Addison, -Dryden, Congreve, and athers.

in the management of any great affair, of busitiess
i# entitled to honour-it ‘may be; to as much:as
the artist-who paints a picture, or the author who
wiites a book, or the soldier. who wins @.:bzit,dp.
Their ‘success may have been gained 'in ‘the Tice

.20: Itiwas:charactéristic of Sif Walter ‘Scott to
{ catertain - the ~highe"st;:respect.ffor;fable “menizof

exchange; bonds, indentures,. leases, land-warrants, -

1 a5
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of as great difficulties, and_ after as great stl‘ugﬂ]es.'
and where they have won ‘their battle, it is at
least a peaceful one, :md there is 'no blood : on
theu hands. . Lo
+23. " The idea has been entertamed by some
that business habits are incompatible with gcmus
In the Life of Richard Lovell Edgeworth! it is
observed of a Mr. Bicknell—-a 1espectable ‘but
ordinary man,—that “he had some of the too
usual faults of a man of genius : he destested the
dludcer) of business.” But there'ca'nnot ‘be a
greater mistake. The greatest geniuses have,
without cxception, been the greatest workers, ‘even
to the extent of drudgery. They have not only
worked harder than ordinary men, but brought to
- their work higher faculties and a more ardent
spirit.  Nothing great and durable was ever im-
provised.
labour that the masterpieces of gemus have been
achieved. -

24. Power belongs only to the workers; the
idlers are always powerless. It is the laborious
and painstaking men who are the rulers of the

world. There has not been a ‘statesman  of emi-
nence but was a man of industry. “It js by toil,”

said even Louis XIV.?2 “that kings govern.”

1. Richard Lovelt Edgeworth
siona? Education, cle,

2. Kouis XIV. Sce p, 31,

[1744-—1817], Eng. writer; Profes-

No. 2.

It is only by noble patience and noble .

- © \WORK' a7

When Llaxendon described II.1mpden2 he spoke
of him as “of an mdustry and vigilance not to be
tired out or wearied by the most laborious, and of
parts “not to be imposed on by the ‘most subtle
and sharp, dnd of a personal courage equal to
his ])LSL parts.”

25, Most of English
men of affairs, trained to business :
class as yet existed,
priesthood.

fthe “early writers
for no-literary
might be the
Chaucer,? the father of Iinglish poetry,
was first a soldier, and afterwards a comptroller

of petty customs.

excepting it

Spenser* acted as secretary to
the Lord Deputy of Ircland; Raleigh®

turns, a courtier,

was, by
soldier, sailor, and discoverer ;
Sidney® was a politician, diplomatist, and soldier.:
iBéth7 was a laborious lawyer before he became Lord

L. " Clavendon, Karl of [1608—1674], Ldward lyde, Eng. royalist
statesman 5 historian; premier and lond chaneellor ;
to Vi Mistory of the Great Rebellion, 1702,

2. Mampden, John [1504—1648], Tng. patriot ;
pay ship-money exacted by Charles T.

3. Chaueer, Geofivey [13}0—1400], Futher of English poetry;”
Canterbury Tales, 1388, cle.

4. hpcnqel. Edoama [1552—1599], ¥ng, poct; Lacric Quscn, cic.

5. R«llel‘_"h (nll or rdli), Sir Water [1352—1618], Eng. soldicr H
courtier, c\plorcr author,

impeached and  retired

stalesman 3 refused 1o

0. Sidney, Sir Phitip [1554—1586], ling, courtier; \ﬂnllcl authov;
killed at battle of Zutphen; model of unselfish chivalry.

7- Eacon, Francis, Lovd [1561—16206], viscount; S, Albavs ; ]ug
philosopher; the father of the inductive method of scientific inquiry ; T.exd

chancellor ; Advancement of Learning; Nouwtsm -Ospanum ; Llssays, cle.

were
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‘Keeper and Lo;rd.Chancéllm:.; Sir Thomas' Browng!
was' a physicidir " in’ country practice ‘at Norwich 2
Hooker® was ‘the hardworking pastor of a:-country
~ parish; ‘Shal\‘;pe"ue“ was’ thc manager of ‘a theatxc
in which he was himself but an indifferent * actor,
and he seems to have been even more careful of
his - money mvestments than he was of : his atel.
lectual offspring.  Yet these, all men of active busi-
ness - habits, are among the - greatest swriters -of
any age; the period of Llizabeth® and® James: [
standing out in the history of England as-the era
of its greatest literary activity and splendour.
26.  Milton”  was “employed by the ‘Common-

wealth, of which he was the Latin secretary; aad

alterwards. secretary to the  Lord Protector. .Yet,
in the carlier part of his life, Milton was oucupned
r. Johason®

in the lmmb]e vocation of a teqcher.

I sir Thomas Rrowne [l(xo_-,~—1682], Iing.- ph_\sici:\'n_: \wilér;
/\zll do dledici, ele, . - S
2. Norwien, au ancient cathedral - city and capital of ° \ml’oll\ (ror),

situated on the \Wensum, Immediately above its junction with -the' Vu&‘,

114 m. N.E. of London, : : :
3. Xfoolier. Richavd [1554—1600], « the Jndxumb‘ % l‘ng |1|cnbgnn
.Lc‘clum:l cal Folify,
4 Shakspeare. Sce p. 53, No, 2. . :
5. Tizaberh [1733—1603], queen of lnnlmd, d'\u"hlu of Henry
VIIL and Anne Boleyn; reestablished Reformed faith. -
6. James X [T 39;;—:437], King of Scotland ; murdered at I’crlb
“7.  Mitow, Fohn [1008—1674], ling, poet; ltl)al/I!c- Lost;  Parailiv:
Re mined ; Swmsoi A, Jondstes ; Christion Doctrines ete,”
8. pr. Jonnson. See p. 46, No. 2,

Lo
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as in - everything else
Taboured with = great
-t was

says, that in his school
which “he: -undertook “he
d:]lgence there is. no reason for doubting.”
after the' Réstoration,! when his official employment
ceased, that - Milton entered upon the puncnpal
work of his life. i :

27, Indeed h'tblts of busmess mstedd of unﬁt-
ting “a- cultx\vated ‘mind for - scientific - “or literary
pmsmts are often the best tlammo for them.
Voltaire?. insisted with truth that the real spirit. of
business ‘and literaturc are the same; the perfec-
tion of each being the .union of energy and
thoughtfulness, of cultivated intelligence and practi-
cal - wisdom, of ~the active and contemplative
essence-—a union commended by Lord Bacon as
the concentrated excellence of man's nature. It
has been said that even the man of genius can
write nothing worth reading in relation to human
affairs, unless hé has been in some way or other
connected with the serious everyday business of
life. - \

28.  Hence it has happened that many of the,
best hooks extant have been written by men of
business, with whom literature was a pastime rather

f...'Fhe Restoration, the name given in Inglish history to the rz-

u»nbll\hmcnt of monarchy and the return of Charles I1. o the throne, 209th

May 1660, after the fall of the Commonwealth.
2. Voltaire (VOltar) Framncois Marie Aronct de T1694—17 787, .t

dramatist; poct; seformer; Chartes X1, cle.
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Gifford," the editor of the
“Quarterly,” who knew the drudgery of writing for
a living, once obscrved that ““a- single hour of
composition, won from the- busiiess of the day, is

than a - profession.

worth more than the whole day’s toil of him who
works at the trade of lttcr iture @ in* the one case,
the spirit comes joyfully to refresh itself, like a
hart to the water-brooks ; in the other, it pursues
its miserable way panting and jaded, vlth the doqs
and hunger of necessity behind.” S
20. fl]C first great men of letters in It’l]} were
not mere men of letters; they were men of busi-
ness—merchants, ~statesmen, diplomatists, judges,
and soldiers.  Villani? ‘the author of the. best
History of Ilorcnce, was a merchant; Dante,?
Petrarch,?
or less important embassies ; and Dante, before

and Boccaccio® were all engaged in more

becoming a diplomatist, was for some time occupied
as a chemist and druggist. Galileo,® Galvani,” and

i Gifford, Willinm [1756-—-18206], Eng critic; " founded Quf.vl by
Revicie.

20 Yillani, Giovanni [I”SO—Y 3481, I lnslmlm

3. Pante. Sec p. 25, No, 9. :

{.  BPeirarch, Francesco [130.}.—137:}], I, hummzisl; yric poct.

3+ Boeeacelo, (ﬁo\'anni [1313——‘{375], I, no\'clisl; born in Pi’ﬂ'!’S,;
Decaincion, o

6. Galiteo [1564—1642], Tt. astionomer; physicist; invenied astro-
nanjcal telescope; distovered moons of Jupiter, phases of V‘,m\s ‘propertics
of pendulum; supported CopcrmC'\n system;  condenmed by Tnquisition ;
abjured, : IR R

7o Galvami, Alvisio [1737--1798], . physiologist; physicist; dis-
covered yalvanisi, . - .

Jarini! were physicians, and Goldon2 a lawyer.
Ariosto’s talent for affairs was as great as' his
genius for ‘poetry. At the death of his father he
was .called-upon to manage the family. estaté for
the benefit of his younger brothers and sisters,
which .he did with ability and integrity. Tlis genius
for -business having been recognized,  he was ém-

ployed by the Duke of Ferrara on - important

nissions o Rome and else\vnclc' R

~30. It has been the same in other countries.
Vattel® the author of the * Rights of Nations,” was
a.practical diplomatist, and a firstrate man of
business.  Rabelais® was a physician, and a suc-
cessful - practitioner ; Schiller  was a surgeon;

Cervantes,® Lope de Vega,” Calderon? Camoens,’

Descar tes,‘“ Maupertius," La Rochefoucauld,"? L( acé-

‘L Farini, Carlo Luigi [1822—1866], It ~hl=.~m.m bistorian.

2. . €oldoni, Caxto [1707—1793], It. comic dramatist. EEI

* 3.7 Vattel, ¥anrich O Enumerich von [I;H-—I/G ], Swiss jurist ;
\\rll"‘l‘ on intcenational law, .

4 Wabelais (ra’be-1E), Frrangois [143 3155 ,] Pr. satiris 1 (‘m .v.'llm

Pantagrael, clc.

5. Sechdiler. See p. 33, No. 1.

6. ' Cervantes Soavedra Miguel ['3“-—1610]; \l‘ writer; author of
Don” Quiwolkole (1st part, 16035 2nd part, 1615); died on (hc sane day
Shak., April, 23. L R : :

7. Xope de Veuga [1562+1635], Sp. dramalist; remancer ; pml 1,500
plays. M -

8 @atderon, de Iu Bares Podro [1600—16S1], Sp. dramatist.

;9. €anioens, Lais de [1525—1579], the poct of Portugal ; Zhe. Lusup

10. Rreseartes (dVLA), Rent [1596—1650], Fr. nnlhcnmm‘\n, phi-
1oanp]|cr Discourse on Method; Maditations, e e

i1 Maupertuis, Pierre Imliq Vlmo we de [169S—r17397, Fr, mathe-
matician ; academician, o ’
32, LJ Rochefoucanld. Soe 45\, No. 2,
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pede,’ Lamark? were soldiers in the e'nl) part of
their 1espect1ve lives. . o . S

;317 In our own countly niany men now known
" by their- wutums earned their living by their trade.
Lillo® spent the. greater part of . his 'life as &
working jeweller in the *Poultry ; occupying the
intervals of his leisure in the’ production ‘of ‘dra-
matic works, some of them of acknowledged. power
and merit. Izaak Walton was a: lmenclraper
‘Fleet Street; reading much in his leisure hours
and storing his mind with' facts for futire .use .in
his capacity of biographer. De Foe® was by turns
horse-factor, brick and tile maker, "shopkee'per,
author, and. political agent. -

32. The principal early works of ]olm Stu"ut
Millf were written in the intervals of official work
while he held the office of principal ‘examiner
the East India House—in which Charles ,Lam]_),7

L. Lacepide, Comte de {1756—1825], Bemard Cermain Ftitniie’ de
Ia Vi}lclsur-lllon, Tr. nataralist ; musician, : !
2. Eamarlg - Jean Baptiste Pierre Antoin de ‘l’muml d({,l
Chevatier de [1744—1829], 1'r. naturalist; evolutionist. A
3. Lillo, George [1698—1739], Eng. (Ilam’lllst George Barniwsll, -
4. Xzank Walton [13.93——1683}, Eng. \\ulcr -‘I‘ﬂlhcr ,)r Anglmg"
Complete Angler, cte, .
5- Pe Foec. Daniel [1661 "——-173l], Lng political and musical . wntcr\
ulvcnturur, pilloried for his writings; sceret agent of the British govém-
went 5 Robinson Crusoe, cte, CooomeEore
6. John Stuart Min {1806—18y73], Eng. p]ulo:ophu gcuno_gb;
son of James Mill; Systews of Logic; Political Feono: ay; L 758;/" o
7: <harles Lamb. See p, 61 No, 3, '
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Peacock!” the author of * Headlong ~Hall, and

Edwin - Norris thé philologist, were also cle‘rks""

Micaulay? ‘wrote his” ¢ Lays of: Ancient Rome!’

the :War Office, while holding the post of SeC1eLar5 .
for War. It is well. known that the  thoughiful

writings of Mr. Helps are literally ¢ Essays ‘written
in thé Intervals of Business.” - Many. of our..bg_zst
living authors ‘are men holding impértant . public
ofﬁces—such as Sir Henry 1'1ylor3 Sir-Joha -Kaye;*

Anthony . llo]lop(.,"’ Tom- ]avlo:,‘; \htthew An nold 7

and Samuel Warren3 *. - ci
© 33 It must be acknowledgul that: too cxchls:vb
a ‘devotion. to imaginative and philosophical litera-
ture, especially if prolonged in life until the habits
become.formed, does to a great ‘extent ‘incapacitate
a-man for the business of practical life. Specula-

‘1 l'(.uqoc]c, Thomas Love [1783—1866}, F,l’ig satirjcal pncl: ,?.ovélisl:
fll.:w'w/w‘ Hall; Giyll Gmtm, Neghtmare Abbey. :
2. Macuul.l_j, Thomas Rabington {I300——!859], Tord \1 1cauh) s
Eng, Slalcmnn historian ; c:\sa)ﬁt Lays of Anciest Roure ; llz.mr;, cte.’
' 3. Bir limn‘ Faylor [1800——1830}, poc( d‘mn'ialist; Tz S/{z/{.rmmz;
lm'obwn'm)/ iy : : . o
4. bir John XKaye, Wiltinm [1314-—-18,6}, llw ]m*un an; l]is(og;x'
of Ill: .S‘/ay War; Lssays of an Optimist. . A “
Anthon) Trollope [1815--1882], !'Ing. m)vclis(‘; cBarchester
l'o(wr:, I',armly Parsonage. .
6. Tam Taytor [ISI?—ISbo],] ng. Juurmlul p!aywn;,h( Svill 1 n/c;.\
run deep 5 Onis Americare Cousin, e P
7. Matthew Arnold [1822-—1SS8], Fng. pﬁcl; critic; Jdsays in
C'}'g'{i;‘is;;z ;.(Jnllm'z and Anarchy, clc. o S
8. _Saenuel Warcen [IL 07—1877), Fag, kawyer; novelist; Ten Thowsand
a Year. . L 0

T




- world, ‘be found  altogether
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tive ability is ‘one  thing, and. plactlca] ability

“andther; and the man who, in his study, or with

his ‘pen in hand, shows: himself capable of forming
large views of life and policy, may, in the outer
unfitted for carrying
cffect. . Speculative ability
depends on vigorous thinking—practical ability on
vigorous acting ; and the two qualities ‘are usualb
found combined in very unequal proportions.

them -into  practical

"34. Yet there have been many great men: of
science who have proved efficient men of businéss.
We.do not learn that Sir Isaac Newton! made a
worse Master of the Mint because - he -wasthe
greatest “of philosophers.  Nor were there any
complaints as to the efficiency of Sir John Her-
schel,? who held the same office. The brothers
Humboldt® were alike capable men in all that they
undertook—whether it was literature, philosophy,
mining, philology, diplomacy, or statesmanship,

35. Men of trained working faculty so contract
the habit of labour that idleness hecomes intoler-
able to them; and when driven l)jf circumsfaimés
from their own special line of occupation, they find
refuge in other pursuits.  The diligent man is ‘quick

7. Sir ¥sane Newfon. Sce p, 2, No, 11,
2. 'Sic Jolm Mersohel, Frederick William [1792—1871}, Foy.
astronomer ; physicist, ' e ERE

357 Abwmbolds, (Mim/boll) ¥ricdvich Yeinsieh Alox: mder., lﬂr'("m
von [17690—1859], Ger. savant; taveller ; natwalist; Absmres, :

S —~

S,
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to.find ‘employment for his leisure; and he is able
mj:maké leisure - when the idle man finds none.
 He hath no leisure,” says George Herbert,! * who
Qseth it not.” = “The most active or busy man
that ‘hath been or can be,”. says Bacon,? “hath, no
%['ueﬁidn many vacant times- of leisure. . Thus

many great things . have - been done  during such
“ vacant times. of leisure,” by men to whom industry
lndhecomc a second nature, and who found. it
easier to work than to be idle.

-36.  Even hobbies are useful as cclncatms of Lhe
workmg fuculty. Hobbies evoke industry of a
certain kind, and at least provide agreeable occu-
Not such hobbies as that of Domitian;?

pation,: tan
The hobbies

whe occupied himself in catching flies.
of the King of Macedon who made lanthorns, and
of the King of France who made locks, were of a
more respectable order.  Even a routine mechanical
c':'n'x-ployment is felt to be a relief by minds acting
under high pressure : it is an intcrmission of labour
—a rest-—a relaxation, the pleasure consisting n
the work itself rather than in the result.

But the best of hobbies are intellectual

a7
37 : rectua
Thus men of active mind retire from their

ones.

. ¥ George Eeshert. See p. 4, No. T,

2. Bacon Sce p. 67, No. 7. .
1.3 Bomitinn, Titus Tlavius [51—96], l\(nn m l mpr.mr perseeuted
christions ; murderad. TS
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daily business to find recreation  in other ‘plirsuits
=-some.in_science, some in arf, and tlie greater
number inliterature." Such recreations are among
the.best preservatives against selfishness and vulgar
worldliness. ‘We believe it was Lord Blougham'

who said, “Blessed is the man that hath a hobby ! ”.

Tntellectual hobbies, however must not be: ridden
too ‘hard—else, -~ instead ‘of recreating, mﬁeshmo
and:invigorating a man’s nature, they may oniy
have the effect of sending him bac[\ to.his business
exhausted, enervated, and depressed.

38. Literature 'has also been the chief solacé
of- our greatest Lnglish statesmen. When Pit?
retired from office, like his great contemporary
Fox,? he reverted with delight to the study of the
Greck and Roman classics. Indeed, Grenville
cousidered Pitt the best Greek scholar he- had
ever known. Canning® and Wellesley,® when in
retirement, cccupied themselves in translating the
odes and satires of Horace$" Canning’s - passion

I Lord Brougham, Mcnry [X7/3—1868], Scot. lawyer; orator;
writer; Lord chancellor.,

2. Bitt, Willinm [1750—1800], Eng. stalesman; son of cal of -

rlx1ll|ax1r Prime Minister of Great Britain 2o years ;¢ onalox

';'}o\ See. p. 16, No. 2. .

3 Cauning, Charles John Viscount [1812—1562], iy, statesman
son of George; governer-gencral of India,

5+ ‘Weltesicy, Riohard Colley, Marquis [X,Go—lb4~], ]‘ng states-
man; Lord-Licutenant of Ircland,

0. Worace, Stuintus HMarating Finceus [—65'—1)],“1\601. Tyrie and
sativical poet, . . s
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for llteratme entered into all his_pursuits; and ga\-c
a colour to, hlb whole life..  His biographer says, of
him, that after a dinner at Pitt’s, while the rest.of .
the company- were dispersed in conversation,. he

and Pitt, \\ould be observed pormcr over some old
Gmcmn in a couner of the dlawm')loom I*ox
also was a d]lxgent student of the Gxee]\ authoxs

and like l’ut read l)copmon‘ He was also the
author of a H]Stmy of j,\mes 11,2 thmmh thc bool\

I$ onl) a, fragment, and, it must be confessed, is
:ube: a Lhmppoumno work.  Mr. Gladstone® simi-
larly’ ovuvm_d his leisure in preparing for the pxess
ii’i§ Smmcs on Homer,” and in editing a txrd’ns!gx—
tion of * Farini's Roman State’ ; while Mr. 'Dis'i'zldi‘"
sxgndh/cd his retirement from office by thc pro«
('Iuruon of his Lothair.’ Among statesmen “who
hav. hcrured as novelists, bebnfes Mr. Disraeli; are
Lord I\-lse.ell5 who has also contributed largely to
history and biography ; the Marquis of Normanby,
and tie veteran novelist, Lord AL)'tLOl].G \\7i§11' whom,

. L Eyeopivon, Greek poct; Lranmuriing f.—260; Cossandra, :
f 2, Fasmes TE [14\0——4460], lsm-r ol Sc-u ; inva. c«l in ﬂ]'m(] killed at
Banle of ¢l 0\[1L|Q\

"3 Giadatene, William Bwars [Ic\)(y—lb()\], Yoy, sl'\lcynau, schl: T ;
premier; leaces of Liberal J"\rly refurne ; wnltr Called also « The (u mrl
-Gl Man .
4. Diseasli, Denjamia [1804- 18313, Earl of Bgau-n&hdd Eng, stutes-
mm, novelist; son of laae is Isiacli, j'nr Minister of !Lng ; created Farl
‘ol Peheow fic. (l, 18705 Fadun Grep, Cowaring Tlewdn ; Lothair, ete.

5. Rord Hussell, John [1793—42)/‘ I, inf siatesman ; prime mmx\lu
sferward earl Russdl,

6. pedd Biytion, Geoige l(l,\.u‘t' a&ll‘h(}l [130’-15/3], L\TOD
Lyuon, Fng. novelist; poce; politician; /(l/m/ :
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d, pohtlcs ma\, be s'ud to have  been his
reation, and literature the chlei empioyment of
his - life. ' ‘ ‘

39. Lo conclude : a fair measure of work is Uood
It is not worl\, but over~
work, that is hurtful ; and it is not hard work th_at

for mm(l as well as body

is injurious so much as monotqilous work,’ fagging
work, hopeless work. All hopeful work is healthful ;
and to be usefully and hopefully employed is ong
of the grcat secrets of happiness. Brain-work,
in moderation, is no more wearing than any other
kind of work. Duly regulated, it is as promotive
where due
attention is paid to_the physical system, it seems

difficult to put more upon a man than he can bear-

_\Iesely to cat and drink and sleep one’s way idly

through life is vastly more ‘injurious.  The wear-
and-tear of rust is even faster than the wear-and-
tear of work. . .

40. But overwork is 'll\va) S bad cconomy. It is,
in fact, great waste, especially if. conjoined with wor-
ry. Indeed, worry kills far more-than work does.
It frets, it excites, consumes the body—as sand and
grit, which occasion excessive friction, wear out the

wheels of a machine. Overwork and worry have

both to be guarded against. * 1or over-brain-work

is strain-work ; and it is exhausting and destructive

WORK 9]

according as it is in excess of nature. And the
brain-worker may exhaust and over-balance his
mind by excess, just as- the athlete nn) over-
strain his muscles and break his back by attempt-
ing feats beyond the strength of his physical system,
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An which man is it least equalled by the bulldog ;

" CHAPTER 1V
| 'COURAGE

1. The world owes much to its man and women
of courage. We do not mean physical courage,

nor is the bulldog considered the wisest of his
specics. ) '

2. The courage that displays itself in silent
effort and endeavour—that dares to endure all
and suffer all for trath and duty—is more truly
heroic than the achievements of physical valour
which are rewarded by honours and titles, or by
laurels sometimes steeped in blood.

3- It 1s moral courage that characterjzcé the
highest order of manhood and womanhood,—the
courage to seek and to speak the truth’; the
courage to be just; the courage to be honest ; the
courage to resist temptation; the courage to do
one’s nuty. If men and not possess
this virtue, they bave no security whatever for the

women do

preservation of. any other.
“4. Kvery step of progress in the history of our
race has been made in the face of opposition and

difficulty, and been achieved and secured by men of

COURAGE 81
intrepidity and valour—by leaders in the van of
thought—Dby great discoverers, great patriots, and
great workers in all walks of life. There is scarce-
ly a great truth or doctrine but has had to fight
its way to public recognition in the face of
detraction, calumny, and persecution. ““ Everywhere,”
says Heine,' “that a great soul gives utterance
to ‘its thoughts, there also is a Golgotha.”?

5. Socrates® was condemned to drink the hem-
lock at Athens in his seventy-second year, because
his lofty teaching ran counter to the prejudices
and party-spirit of his age. He was charged by
his accusers with corrupting the youth of Athens
by inciting them to despise the tutelary deities of
the state. He had the moral courage to brave
not only the tyranny of the judges who condemned
him, but of the mob who could not understand
him. He died discoursing of the doctrine of the
immortality of the soul ; his last words to his judges
being, “It is now time that we depart—I to die,
ybu to live; but which has the better destiny is
unknown to all, except to the God.”

6. How many great men and thinkers have

1, ¥Meine (h/ng), ZXeinrioh [1799—1856] Ger. poel; miscellancous
writer; wrote also in I'rench. '

2. Golgotha, originally-and properly, a place near Jerusalem, the scene
of the Savior’s erucifixion. :
3. Socrates. Sf:e P- 23 No. 5.




82 CHARACTER

been persecuted-in the name of religion! = Bruno'

was burnt alive at Rome, because of his ¢xposure
of the fashionable but false philosophy of his time.
When the judges of -the Inquisition condemned him
to die, Bruno said proudly : “You are more “afraid
to .pronounce -my, sentence than I am to receive
it.”

7. To,v him 'succeeded '.Galileo,z ,whose charac-
ter as a man .of science is almost eclipsed
by that of the martyr. Denounced by the priests
from the pulpit, Dbecause of the views he taught
as to the mot1on ‘of the earth, he was summoned

to Rome, in, his seventieth year to answer for

his hetelodO\) ‘And he was lmpusoned in_the

_ Inqumtxon, if he was not actually put to the torture

there. He was pursued by pelsecutlon even when
dead the Pope refusmg a tomb for his body:
8. Roger Bacon,? the Tranciscan monk, was

'persecuted on account of his ‘studies in natbral

phl]osophy, and he was charged with dealing in
magic, because of his mvestlgatlons in chemistry.
His writings were condemned, and he was thrown
into prison, where he lay for ten years, during the
lives of four successive Popes. It is even averred
that he died in prison.

I. Mruno, (-iorﬂlmo [1549——x600], It. phllosopher, panlhclst buirned
as a herelic, -

2, - Galileo. See p- 70, No. 6. :

. Roger Bacon, “lhe Admirable Doctor” [(2{4-1992 "‘] Lng
Tranciscan, monk ; scientist ; philosopher; Opus /’llajus, s
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 Ockham,! the early English speculative philo-
so‘pher,; was -excommunicated by the Pope, and
died in exile at Munich, where he was protected
by ‘the friendship of the then Emperor of Germany.

~The - Inqmsxtlon branded . Vesalius as a
llerenc for- mvea]mq man to man, as it had- before
branded “Bruno and:: Galileo for ;eveahng the
heavens to man. - Vesalius? had the- boldness  to
btudy the structure. of the human “body - by actual
dissection, . a. practice . until - then - almost entirely
forbidden. . He laid the foundations of a- science,
but he paid for it with his life. -Condemned by
the Inquisition, his- penalty was commuted, by the
intercession of - the. -Spanish King, into a pilgrimage
to the Ho!y Land ; -and when. on his way -back,

- while still.in the prime of - life, he died miserably

at Zante, of fever and want a martyr to his love
of science. . R _
11. " When the * Novum OLg'umn appeared, a
hue-and-cry. was - raised against it, because of its
alleged tendency to produce “dangerous revolu-
tions,” to “subvert governments,” and to :‘““over-
turn the authority of religion,”  Even the establish-

. L Ockham or  Qccam, William of, “The Invincible Doctor”
[1270 ?—13497?), Lng Franciscan; schoolman; oppobcd sccuhr rule of the

2, Vosnhus, Amhcns [1514-1564], Belg anatomist ; physician;
S\II'geOl)

‘3. ‘Novum Org_'ﬂnon.’ See P 67, NO. g .
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ment of the Royal Society was opposed, on the
ground that ““ experimental philosophy is subversive
of the Christian faith,”

12.  While the foilowers of Copernlcus were
persecuted as infidela, Kepler? was branded with
the stigma of heresy, “because,” said he, “I take
that side which seems to me to be consonant with
the Word of God.” Even the pure and simple-
minded Newton, of whom Bishop Burnet® said that
he had the w/iztest soul he ever knew—who was a
very infant in the purity of his mind—even Newton
was accused of “dethroning the Deity” by his
sublime discovery of the law of gravitation; and a
similar charge was made against Franklin? for ex-
plaining the nature of the thunderbolt.

13. Spinoza® was excommunicated by the Jews,
to whom he belonged, because of his views of
philosophy, which were supposed to be adverse to
religion ; and his life was afterwards attempted by
an assassin for the same reason. - Spinoza remained
courageous and self-reliant to the last, d)/ing in
obscurity and poverty.

D D Py D A AT e e
oy e
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I. Copernious; Nicholas [1473--1543], founder of modern astronomy
born at Thorm, in Poland,

2, JYEepler, Johann [1571—1630], illustrious astronomer, hom at \chl
der Stadt Wiirtemberg,

©3. Bishop Burnet, Gilbert [1643—1715], Scot. ministor; historian;
bishop of Salisbury.

4. Frauklin. See p, 39, No. z.
5. Spinozn, Benediot [1632—1677], Dutch-Jewish philosopher,
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14. The philosophy of Descartes! was denounced
as leading to irreligion; the doctrines of Locke
were said to produce materialism; and in our own
day, Dr. Buckland? Mr. Sedgwick,?® and other
leading geologists, have been accused of overturn-
ing revelation with regard to the constitution and
history of the earth. Indeed, there has scarcely

been a discovery in astronomy, in natural history,

or in physical science that has not been attacked
by the bigoted and narrow-minded as leading to
infidelity. ,

15. Other great discoverers, though they may not
have been charged with irreligion, have had not
less obloquy of a professional and public nature to
encounter. When Dr. Harvey* published his theory
of the circulation of the blood, his practice fell off,
and the medical profession stigmatized him as a
fool. ~“The few good things I have been able to
do,” said John Hunter,® “have been accomplished
with the greatest difficulty, and encountered the

greatest opposition.” Sir Charles Bell,® while em-

1. Descartés. See p. 70, No. 0.
2. Dr: Buckland, Francis 7T. [1826—I830], Eng. naturalist; son of
William; Cuy mm‘:zs of Natural History.

3. Sedgwlck, Adam [1785—1873], Eng. genelogist; author.

4. Dr. Harvey, Willimn [1578—-1657], Eng, pl\yswxau discoverer of
circulation of blood and epigenesis, .

5. John Muntcr [1728—1798], sco( surgeon ; -anotomist.

6. Sir Charles Bell [1774—1842], Scot. anotomist ; physiologist; 7%
Hand, etc.
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ployed in his important - investigations as to the
nervous system, which issued in-one of the greatest
of physlologlca] discoveries, wrote to a friend : “If
I were not so poor, and had not so many vexations
to encounter, how happy would I“be!” . But he
himself obsenved that his practice sensnbly fell off
after the publlcatxon of each successive stage of lus
A dlscovery o : : ‘ Co
16. Nor is the un_gust intolerance - dxspia) ed
towards men of science in the past without its lesson
for the present. It teaches us to be fmbearant
towards those .who differ from us, provided -they
observe patlently, think honest]y and utter their
convictions freely and truthfully. . It was a remark of
Plato,’ that “ the world is God’s epistle to mankind”;
and ‘to read and study that epistle, so as to elicit its
true meaning, can have no other effect on a well-
ordered mind than to lead to a deeper lmpressxon
of His. power, a clearer perception of His wisdom,
and a more grateful sense of His goodness
17. While such has been the courage -of the
~martyrs of science, not less glorious has been the
courage of the martyrs of faith. The passive en-
durance of the man or woman \Vl]O for conscience,
sake, is found ready to suffer and to endure in soli-
tude, ‘without so much as the encomagement of é even
a single - sympathlzmg voice, is an- exhlbmon of

1. Plato. See p- 23 1 No. 4.
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courage of a far higher kind than  that displayed
in the roar of battle,'.where even the: \veake%t‘ feels::
encouraged and msplred by the enthusiasm- of isym+

pathy and the power of numbers.:. Time"would fail-. =
to tell of the deathless names of those who thiough -, -

faith in pllnClpleS and in the face of difficulty,
danger, and suffering, * have wrought righteous-

ness and waxed valiant” “in the ‘moral warfare of ="

the world, and been content to lay down their lives -~
rather than prove falseto their conscientious con-
v1ct10ns of the truth. T
~18. Courageous- was the behawour of ‘the. good
Sir Thomas Moré¢,! who marched willingly: to the
scaffold, “and died cheerfully there,  rather than
prove false to his conscience. When More had
made his final decision to stand upon his principles;
he felt as if he had won a victory, and said te his .
son-in-law Roper : “Son Roper,- I thank Our Lord, -
the field is won!” The Duke of Norfolk told him
of his danger, saying: *“ By the mass, Master More,
it is perilous striving with ‘princes ; the -anger’of a }
“Is that all, my'lord ? ” said .

‘)’

prince brings death! .

More; “then the differencé between you and me’is

this—that I shall die ‘to-day, and you to-morrow.”
9. Martin Luther? was not called upon to lay.

1. Sir Thomas More, Sce p. 41, No, 2.

2, Martin Luther. See p. 6, No, 3.
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down’ his life for his faith ; but, from the day that
he declared himself against the Pope he daily ran
the risk of losing it. - At the beginning of his great
struggle, he stood almost entirely alone. - The odds
against him were tremendous. “On one side,”
said he himself, “are learning, genius, numbers,
grandeur, rank, power, sanctity, miracles ; on the
other Wyclffe,! Lorenzo Valla,? Augustme,?’ and
Luther—a poor creature, a man of yesterday, stand-
ing well-nigh alone with a few friends.” Summoned
by the Emperor to appear at Worms, to answer
the charge made against him of heresy, he deter-
mined to answer-in person. Those about him told
him that he would lose his life if he went, and they
urged him to flee. “No,” said he, “I will repair
thither, though I should find there thrice as many
devils as there are tiles upon the housetops !
Warned against the bitter enmity of a certain Duke
George, he said: “I. will go there, though for nine
whole days running it rained Duke Georges.
. 20. Although success is the guerdon for which
all men toil, they have nevertheless often to labour
on perseveringly, without any, glimmer of success in

sight. They . have to live, meanwhile, ‘upon their-

1, Wyclifte (wnk’l-f), John [13357—1 384] the great English reformer,
the first translator, with assistants, of the entire Bible mlo Enghsh

2, Xorenzo Vall [1405—1457], It. scholar,

3. Augustine, [—604], Prior of St. Martin, Rome; sent by ‘Gregory
to preach Christianity in ngland; 1st archbishop of Canterbury.
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courage—sowing their seed, it may be, in the dark,
in the hope that it will yet take root and spring up
in achieved result. The best of causes have had. to
fight their way to triumph through a long succession
of fallmes and many of the assailants have died i in
the breach before the fortr ess has been won. The
heroism they have displ'lyed is to be measured
not so much by their 1mmed|ate success, as by
the opposition they have encountered, and the
courage with which they have maintained the
struggle

21. The patriot who ﬁghts an al\vays losing
battle—the martyr who goes to death amidst the
triumphant shouts of his enemies—the discoverer,
like Colufnbtis, whose heart remains undaunted
through the bitter years of .his “long wandering
woe "—are examples of the moral sublime which
excite ' a profounder interest in the hearts of
men than even the most complete and' conspicu-
ous success. By the side of such instances as
these, how small by comparison seem the greatest
deeds of valour, inciting men to rush upon death
and die amidst the frenzied excitment- of physxcal
warfare'

.~ But the greater part of the courage that
is needed in the world is not of a heroic kind.
Courage may be displayed in everyday life as well
as in ]llStOI‘lC fields of action. There needs, - for
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example, -the coitimon courage to be honest—the
courage.tok resist temptation—the courage to speak
the truth—the courage to be what we really are,
and not to pretend to be what we are not—the
courage to live honestly within our own ' means,
and not dishonestly upon thé means of others.
23. A great deal of the unhappiness, and much

of the vice, of the world is owing to weakness and

indecision of purpose—in other words, to lack of
courage. Men may know what is right, and yet
fail to exercise the courage to do it; they may
understand the duty they have to do, but will not
summon up the requisite resolution to perform it.
The wedk and undisciplined man is at the mercy
of every temptation’; he cannot say *“ No,” but falls
before it.  And if his companionship be bad, he
will be all the easier led away by bad example
into wrongdoing.

24. Calling upon others for help in forming a
decision is worse than useless. A man must so
train ‘his habits as to rely upon his own powers
and depend upon his own courage in moments of
emergency. Plutarch! tells of a King of Macedon

who, in the midst of an action, withdrew into the -

adjoining town under pretence of sacrificing to

moralist,

1. Plutarch (ploo’tirk), [46 ?—r120 ?], celebrated Greek ‘l)iogmrpher and
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Herculess ;' whilst his opponent Emilius, at the
same time that he implored the Divine aid, sought
for vxctory, sword in hand, and won the battle. And
so it ever is in the actions of daily life.

25{ Many are the valiant purposes formed that
end merely in words ; deeds intended, that are
never ~done ; designs projected, that are never
begun; and all for want of’a little - courageous
decision.  Better far the silent tongue but the
cloquent deed. For in life and in business, dispatch
is Detter than discourse ; and the shortest answer
of all is, Dozng. “In matters of “great concérn,
and which. must be done,” says Tillotson,? “ there
is no surer argument of a weak mind than irresolu-
tion—to be undetermined when the case is so
plain and the ‘necessity so urgent. To be always
intending to live a new life, but never to find time
to set about it—this is as if a man should put off
eating and drinking and sleeping from one day to
another, until he is starved and destroyed.”

26. ‘But moral cowardice is exhibited quite as
much in pubhc as in private life. Snobbism is not
confined to the toadying of the rich, but ‘is’ quite as
often dlsp]ayed in the toadying of the poor. F01‘—

1. Mercules (Greck-and Roman Mythology), hero of pmdlgmus s(rengxh,

who performed 12 immense Tabours,

2. Tillotson, John [l63o——l694], ]zn{, ﬂleologmn, Archlmlmp of

Canterbury, v . R
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merly, sycophancy showed itself in not daring to
speak the truth to those in high places; but in
these days it rather shows itself in not daring to
speak the truth to those in low places. Now that
“the masses”! exercise political power, there is
a growing tendency to fawn upon them, to iﬂatter
them, and to speak nothing but smooth words to
them. They are credited with virtues ‘which they
themselves know they do not possess. The’ public
enunciation of wholesome, because disagreeable,
truths is avoided; and, to win their favour, sym-
pathy is often pretended for views, the carrying
out of which in practice is known to be hopeless.

27. It is not the man of the noblest character—
the highest-cultured and best-conditioned man—
whose favour is now sought, so much as that of
the lowest man, the least-cultured and worst-con-
ditioned man, because his vote is usually that of
the majority. Even men of rank, iealth, and
education are seen prostrating thémselves before
the ignorant, whosé votes are thus to be got. They
are ready to be unprincipled and unjust rather
than unpopular. It is so much -easier for some
men to stoop, to bow, and to flatter, than to be
manly, ‘resolute, and magnanimous; and to vyield
to prejudices, than run’ counter to them. It re-

1. “rne masses,” Mr. J. S. Mill, in his book ¢ On beerty, de:cnbcs '

¢ ihe masses,” as “ collective mcdxocrlty ”
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quires strength and courage to swim against the
stream, while any dead fish can float with it.

28. This servile pandering to popularity has
been répidly on the increase of late years, and its
tendency has been to lower and degrade the charac-
ter of public men. Consciences have become
more elastic.
chamber, and another for the platform. Prejudices
are pandered to in public, which in private are
despised. Pretended conversions—which invariably
jump with party interests—are more sudden; and
even hypocrisy now appears to be scarcely thought
discreditable.

29. The same moral cowardice extends down-
wards as well as upwards. The action and reaction
are equal. Hypocrisy and timeserving above aff;
accompanied by hypocrisy and timeserving below.
Where men of high standing have not the courage
of their opinions, what is to be expected from
men of low standing? They will only follow such
éxamples as are set before them. They too will
skulk, and dodge, and prevaricate—be ready to

§ - speak one way and act another—just like their

betters. Give them but a sealed box, or some
hole-and-corner to hide their act in, and they will
then, forsooth, enjoy their “liberty”

30. DPopularity, as won in_these days, is by no
means a presumption in a man’s favour,  but is

There is now one opinion for the

B ROt
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quite as often a presumption against him. - “No
man,”” says the Russian- proverb, “can rise to
honour who is cursed with a stiff backbone.”  But
the backbone of the popularity hunter is of gristle ;
and he has no difficulty in stooping” and  bending
himself in any direction to catch the breath of
popular applause. : T

to be préised, and never set vulgar commendations
at such a rate as to act contrary to his own con-
science or reason for the obtaining them ; nor would
he forbear a good action which he was bound to,
though all the world disliked it ; for he ever lpoked
on things as they were in themselves, not through
the dim spectacles of vulgar vestimation.”‘ | ‘
33« Popillarity, in the lowest and most :com-
mon sense " said Sir John Pakington,? on a recent
occasion,  “is not worth the having. = Do your
duty to the best of your power, win the approbation
of your ‘own conscience, and popularity, in its best
and lnghest sense, is suré to follow.” '
34. When Richard Lovell Edgeworth,? towards
the close of his life, became verfy popular in his
neighbourhood, he  said one day to his daugl?ter:
“Maria, T am growing dreadfully popu]ar' I ‘shall
be good for nothing soon; a man cannot be good
for anythmg who is very popular.”  Probably he
had in his mmd at the time the Gospel curse of
the popular man,” “Woe unto you, when all men
shall speak well of you‘ for so did their fathers

to the false prqph}ets

31. Where popularity-is won by fawning” upon
the people, by withholding the-truth from them, by
writing and speaking down to the lowest tastes, and,
still worse, by appeals - to class-hatred, " such a
popularity must be simply contemptible ‘in  the
sight of all honest men. Jeremy Bentham,! speal\
ing of a well-known pnbhc characl,er said ;" His

creed of pohtlcs results less from love’ of the xmny

the influence of selﬁsh and dlssomal ‘affection.” To
how ‘many men'in our own day nnght not the same
descrlptxon apply?

. 32. Men of stelluw characier have the (‘ourage
to speak the truth, even when it is unpopuhr It
was said of Colonel Hutchingon?- by his wife, " that
he never sought after popular applause, or prlded’
hlmself on it: “He more delighted to do well than

1. ¢Memoirs of Colonel Hutchinson’ (Bohw’s Ed), p. 32.

2. Sir Yohn Pakington [1799—1880], Colonel Secrctary, First Lord
of the Admiralty, and Secretary at War in Conservative ministries.
. 3. Richaxd Lovell Edgeworth. See p. 66, No. f.

4. The reference is to St. Luke, 6: 20,

I  Jeremy Bcnllmm [1748—1832],. Lnnlx:.h writer on jurisprudence
and eUn(;s

1. (olm\e‘l ]l’ulcllinson, Jolm [1616—1664], Eng. I’untm licutenant-
colonel ‘in Cromwell’s 'mn),
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ly formed, after fair and full consideration, he is
justified in striving by all fair means to bring
them into "action. There are certain - states of
society and' conditions of affairs in which a man

35. Intellectual intrepidity is one of the vital
conditions of independence and self-reliance of
character. A man must have the courage to be
himself, and not the shadow or the echo of another,
He must exercise his own powers, think his own
thoughts, and speak his own sentiments. . He
must elaborate his own opinions, and form his own
convictions. It has been said that he who dare
not form an opinion, must be a coward; he who
will not, must be an idler; he who cannot, must
be a fool.

36. But it is precisely in this element of in-
trepidity that so many persons of promise fall
short, and disappoint the expectations of their
friends. They march up to the scene of action,
but at every step their courage oozes out.! They
want the requisite decision, courage, and persever-
ance. They calculate the risks, and weigh the
chances, until the opportunity for effective effort has
passed, it may be never to return.

is bound :to speak out, and be antagonistic—when
conformity is not only a weakness, but a sin.
Great evils are in some cases only to be met by
resistance ; they cannot be wept down, but must
be’ battled down.

38. The honest man is n'ltnrally antagonistic
to fraud, the truthful man to ‘lying, the justice-
loving man to oppression, the pure-minded man
to vice and iniquity. They have to do battle
with these conditions, and if possible overcome
them. Such men have in all ages - represented
the moral force of the world. Inspired by bene-
volence and sustained by courage, they have been
the mainstays of all social renovation and progress.
But for their continuous antagonism to evil con-
ditions, the world were for the most part given
over to the dominion of selfishness and vice. All
the great reformers and martyrs were antagonistic
men—enemies to falsehood and evil- -doing.  The

37. Men are bound to speak the truth in the
love of it. “I had rather suffer,” said John Pym,
the Commonwealth man, “for speaking the truth,
than that the truth should suffer for want of my
speaking.” When a man’s convictions are honest-

Apostles themselves were an organized band of
social antagonists, who contended with pride,
selfishness, superstition, and irreligion.  And in our
own time the lives of such men as Clarkson' and
I Clarkson, See p. 25, No, 7.

L. ©Qozes (902—) out, leak oxt or away.
2. John Pym [X584—1643], Eng. patriotic and conshtutxonal stalesman ;
impeached Strafford and Laud,
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Granville Sharpe,! Father Mathew and Richard
Cobden,? inspired by singleness of purpose, have
shown what high-minded social antagonlsm can
effect.

39. It is the strong and courageous men who
lead and guide and rule the world. ~ The weak
and timid leave no trace behind them; whilst the
life of a single upright and energetic man is like
a track of light. His example is remembered

was at sea, and a storm began to rage, the
captain of the Sh]p which carried him became
unmanued by fear “What art thou afraid of?”
cried  the great captain; “thy vessel carries
Ceesar!” The courage of the brave man is
contagious, and carries others along with it. - His
stronger nature awes weaker natures into s:lence
or inspires them with his own will and purpose.

42. The persistent man will not be baffled or
repulsed by opposition. * Diogenes,! desirous of
becoming the disciple of Antisthenes,? went and
offered himself to the cynic. He was refused.
Diogenes still persisting, the cynic raised his knot-
ty staff, and theatened to strike him if he did not
depart.  ““Strike!” said Diogenes; “you will not
find a stick hard enough to conquer my perseverance.”
Antisthenes, overcome, had not another word to

but forthwith accepted him as his pupil.

43. Energy of temperament, with a moderate
‘degree of wisdom, will carry a man further than

and appealed to; and his thoughts, his spirit, and
his courage continue to be the inspiration of suc-
ceeding generations. g

40. It is energy—the central element of which
is will—that produces the miracles of enthusiasm
in all ages. Everywhere it is the mainspring of
what is called force of character, and the sustaining
power of all great action. In a righteous cause
the determined man stands upon his courage as
upon a granite block ; and, like David,® he will go
forth to meet Goliath, strong in heart though an
host be encamped against him.

41. Men often conquer difficulties because they
feel they can. Their confidence in themselves io-

spires the confidence of others. When Cesar?

any amount of intellect without it. Encrgy makes
the’ man of practical ability. it gives him s, force,
momentunz. 1t is the active motive pbwer of charac-
ter; and, if combined with sagacity and self—poéses»

I. Granville sharpe [1734—1813], Eng, abolitonist ; philanthropist.

2. Richard Cobden [1804—1865], Lng. statesman; free-trade advocate;
Legan anti-corn-law agitation, 1838 ; obtained repeal, 1846.

3. See 1, Samwel, 17;49. 4. Cwesar, See p. 9, No, I,

4. Dl()n-e]|es f112?—323], Gr. Cynic phxlosophcx born at Sinope, in
Pontus, - ,

5. Amntisthencs, Greck plulosopher, repuled fonnder of Cynie school;’

f1,—380.
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sion, will enable'a tan to employ his power to the
best advantage in all the affairs of life.

44. Hence it is that, inspiréd by energy of pur-
pose, men of comparatively mediocre powers have
often been enabled to accomplish such extraordinary
results.  For the men who have most powerfully
influenced the world have not been so much men of
genius as men of strong convictions and enduring
capacity for work, impelled by irresistible energy
determination : such men, for
example, as were Mahomet,! Luther,2 Knox,?
Calvin,* Loyola,’ and Wesley.

and invincible

45. Courage, combined with energy and per-
severance, will overcome difficulties apparently
insurmountable. It gives force and impulse to effort,
Tyndall” said of
Faraday,® that “in his warm moments he formed a
resolution, and in his cool ones he made that

resolution good.”  Perseverance, working in the

and does not permit it to retreat.

right direction, grows with time, and when steadily
practised, even by the most humble, will rarely fail
of its reward. Trusting in the help of others is
of comparatively little use. When one of Michael

L Mahomet. See . 25, No. 2, 2. Luther See p. 6, No. 3

3. Knox. See p. 25, No, 8. 4. Calvin. See p. 25, No, 3.

5- Leyola, See p. 25, No, 4. 6. Wesley. See p. 25, No, 6.

7. Tyndail, John [1820—1893], Lng. investigator; writer; lecturer
on physical science.

8. Faraday, Michael [1791—1867], Eng. chemist ; physicist ; d|scoverer
of magneto-electricity, magnetization of light.
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Ange]o's' principal patrons died; he said: - “begin
to understand that the promises of the world atre for
the most_part vain phantoms, and that to confide
in ones self, and become something of worth ‘and
value, is.the best and safest course.’

46.  Courage is by no means incompatible w1th
tenderniess..  On the contrary, gentleness and
tenderness have been found to characterize the
men, not less than the women, who have done
the most courageous deeds. Sir Charles Napier?
gave up sporting, because he could not bear to
hurt dumb creatures.  The same gentlenéss and
tenderness characterized his Dbrother, Sir William,
the historian of the Peninsular War. Such, also,
was the character of Sir James Outram,? one of
the bravest and yet gentlest of men ; s respectful
and reverent to women, tender to children, help-
ful of the weak, stern to the corrupt, but kindly
as summer to the honest and deserving. More
over, he was hxmseif as houest as day, and as pure
as virtue. v

“47. It is the courageous man who can best.
afford to be generous ; or, rather, it is his nature
to be so. When Fairfax,! at the Batde of Nasecby,

I. Miehael Angelo.  See p. 52, No. 1,

2. Sir Charles Napier, James {1782—1853], DBritish soldier; in
Peninsular War ; reduced Sind, India,

3. sir lnmcs Outram [1803—1'363J, British »gc’:uer:il; served in
Afghanistan, Sind, and in Sepoy mutiny, i PR :
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seized the colours from an - ensign whom he had
_struck  down in the fight, he handed - them to a
common. soldier to take care of. The soldier,
unable to resist the temptation, boasted to his
comrades that he had himself seized the "colours,
and the boast was repeated to Tairfax. “Let
him retain the honour,”
have enough beside.” ,

48.  An incident is related of a French arfisan,
exhibiting the same characteristic of self-sacrifice
in another form. In front of a lofty house in
course of erection at Paris was the usual scaffold,
loaded with men and materials. The scaffold, being
too weak, suddenly broke down, and the men upon
it were precipitated to the ground—ali except two,
a young man and a middle-aged one, who hung
on to a narrow ledge, which trembled under their
weight, and was evidently on the point of giving
way. “ Pierre,” cried the elder of the two, - “ let
go; I am the father of a family.” * Clest juste 17
said Pierre; and, instantly letting go his hold, he
fell and was killed on the spot. The father of
the family was saved.

49. The brave man is magnanimous as well
as gentle. He does not take éven an enemy at a

said the commander:; I

1. Fairfax, Thomas, Lovd [1611—1671], English general under
Cromwell; son of Yerdinando; served against the Scots; cap, Leed,
\\’ak(.h(ﬂd and Colchester ; at \Imslon ‘Maor, Nateliv, and other battles; in
Cromwell’s 1st l"\rlmmcnt declared for restoration of Charles IT,

2. *Clest just!” the I‘rcnch for the English « That’s right.”

‘words, the True
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- disadantage, nor strike a man when he is down

Even in the midst
of deadly strife such instances of generosity have
not been uncommon. Thus, at the Batile of
Dettingen, during the heat of the action, a squadron
of French cavalry charged an English regiment ; but
when the young French officer who led them, and
was about to attack the English leader, observed

and unable to defend himself,

‘that he had only one arm, with which he held his

bridle, the Frenchman saluted him courteously with
his sword and passed on.

50. It is related of Charles V.,! that after the
siege and capture of Wittenburg by the Imperial
army, the monach went to see the tomb of Luther.
While reading the - inscription on it, one of the
servile courtiers who accomp'lmed him proposed to
open the grave, and give the ashes of the “ heretic "
to the winds. The monarch’s cheek flushed with
honest indignation: “I war not with the dead,”
said he: *‘let this place be respected.”

51. The portrait which the great heathen,
Aristotle,? drew of the Magnammous Man—in other
Gentleman-—more than two
thousand years ago, is as faithful now as it was
then. - “ The magnanimous man,” he said, *“will

behave with moderation under both good fortnne

and bad.

" L. Charles V. See p. 52, No, 3.
2. Aristotie [—384—322], Gr. philosopher; Pupil of plato; teacher of

He will know how to be exalted and how

Alexander the Great,

NG
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to be abased. He-will neither be delighted with
success nor grieved by failure. He will ‘neither
shun danger nor seek it, for there are few things
which he cares for. He is reticent, and somewhat
slow of speech, but speaks his mind openly and
boldly when occasion calls for it. He is apt to
admire, for nothing is great to him.  He overlooks
injuries, He is not given to talk about himself or
about others; for he does not care that he him-
self should be praised, or that other people should
be blamed. He does not cry out about trifles,
and craves help from none.”

52, On the other hand,
They have neither modesty, generosity,
They are ready to take advan-
tage of the weakness or defencelessness of others,

mean men admire
meanly.

especially where they have themselves succeeded,
by unscrupulous methods, in climbing to positions
of authority. Snobs in high places are always
much less tolerable than snobs of low degree,
because they have more frequent opportunities of
making their want of manliness felt. They assume
greater airs, and are pretentious in all that they
do; and the higher their elevation, the more
conspicuous is - the incongruity of their position.
“The higher the monkey climbs,” says the pro-
verb, “the more he shows his tail.”

53. Much depends on the way in which a thing
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is done. “An act which might be taken as a kind-
ness if done in a generous spirit, when done in a
grudging spirit, may be felt as stingy, if not harsh
and even cruel. When Ben Jonson' lay sick and in
poverty, the king sent him a paltry message, ac-
companied by a grathity. The sturdy, plainspoken
poet’s reply was: “I suppose he sends me this
because I live in an alley ; tell him his soul ljves
in an alley.” ‘ ST
54. From what we have said, it will be obvious
that to be of an enduring and courageous spirit is
of great importance in the formation of character,
It is a source not only of usefulness in life, but of
happiness.  On the other hand, to be of a timid
and, still more, of a cowardly nature,- is one of the
greatest misfortunes. A wise man was accustomed
to say that one of the principal objects he aimed at
in the education of his sons and daughters was to
train them in the habit of fearing nothing so much
as fear. And the habit of avoiding fear is, doubt-
less, capable of being trained like any other habit,
such as the habit of attention, of diligence, of
Much of the fear that
exists is' the offspring of imagination, which creates

study, or of cheerfulness.

the images of evils which mey happen, but perhaps
rarely - do. '

1. Men Jonson [I573—I637], Eng. dramatist; friend of Shakspeare;
soldier ; in Holland ; poet laureate; Zvery Alan in his Humonr.
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CHAPTER V
SELF-CONTROL

" 1. Self-control is only courage under another
form. It may almost be regarded as the primary
essence of character. Itis in virtue of this quality
that Shakspeare' defines man as a being *“ looking
before and after.”” It forms the chief distinction
between man and the mere animal; and, indeed,
there can be no true manhood without it.

2. Self-control is at the root of all the virtues.
Let a man’ give the reins to his impulses and
passions, and from that moment he yields up his
moral freedom. He is carried along the current
of life, and becomes the slave of his strongest
desire for the time being.

3. To be morally free—to be more than an
animal—man must be able to resist instinctive
impulse, and this can only be done by the exercise
of self-control.  Thus it is this power which con-
stitutes the real distinction between a physical and
a moral life, and that forms the prlmary basis of
individual character.

4. In the Bible praise is given, not to the

1. Shakspeave. Sce p. 53, No, 2.
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strong man who “taketh a city,” but to the
stronger man who “ruleth his own spirit.”* This
stronger man is he who, by discipline, exercises a
constant control over his thoughts, his speech, and
his acts. Nine-tenths of the vicious desirés that
degrade society, and which, when indulged, swell
into the crimes that disgrace it, would shrink into
insignificance before the advance of valiant  self-
discipline, self-respect, and self-control. By the
watchful exercise of these virtues, purity of heart
and mind become habitual, and the charcater is
built up in chastity, virtue, and temperance,

5. Although the moral character depends in a
great degree on temperament and on physical
health, as well as on domestic and early training
and the example of companions, it is also in the
power of each individual to regulate, to restrain,
and to discipline it by watchful and persevering
self-control. A competent teacher has said of the
propensities and habits, that they are as teachable
as Latin and Greek, while they are much more
essentnl to happiness.

- Dr. Johnson,? though himselfl constltutlonally
prone to melancholy, and afflicted by it is few

“have been from his earliest years, said that “a

L e that is slow to anger 75 better than the mighty; and he that
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.” (Proverbs, 16: 32)
2. Pr. Jolnson. See'p. 46, No, 2.
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3 . . B =
man’s being in a- good ‘or bad humour very much

depends upon his will.” We ‘may train ourselves
in a habit of patience and contentment on -the one
hand, or of grumbling and discontent on the other.
We may accustom - ourselves to exaggerate small
cvils, and to underestimate great blessings. We
may even become the. victims of petty miseries
by giving way to them. Thus, we may educate
ourselves in a happy disposition, as well as in a
morbid one. Indeed, the habit of viewing cheerful-
ly, dnd;Of -thinking about life hopefully, may be
made to grow up in us like any other habit. - It
was not an exaggerated estimate of Dr. Johnson
to say, that the habit of looking at the best side
of any event is worth far more than-a thousand

pounds a year.’

7. The man of business also must needs be
subject to’ strict rule and system.  Business, like
life, is managed by moral leverage ; success in both
depending in no small degree upon that regulation
of temper and careful self-discipline which give a
wise man not only a command over himself, but
over others. Forbearance and self—contlol smooth
the road of life, and open many ways which would
otherwise remain closed. And so does self-respect:
for as men respect themselves, so will they usual-
ly respect the personality of others. o

8. It is the same in politics as in business.
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Success in-that sphere of life is achieved less by
talent than by temper, less "by genius than by
character. If a man have not self-control, he will
lack patience, be wanting in tact, and have neither
the power of governing himself nor of managing
others. When the quality most needed in a Prime
Minister was the subject of conversation in - the
presence of Mr. Pitt,! one of the speakers said it
was ‘““ Eloquence ” ; another said it was “ Knowl-
edge”; and a third said it was “Toil.”  “No,”
said Pitt, “it is Patience!” And patience means
self-control,- a quality in which he "himself was
superb. His friend George Rose? has said of him
that he hever once saw Pitt out of temper.

9. It is by patience and self-control that the
truly heroic character is perfected.  These were
among the most prominent characteristics of the great
Hampden,® whose noble qualities were generously
acknowledged even by his political enemies. Thus
Clarendon described him as a man of rare temper
and modesty, naturally cheerful and vivacious, and,
above all, of a flowing courtesy. He was kind
and intrepid, yet ‘gentle, of unblamable conversa-
tion, and his heart glowed with love to all men.
He was not a man of many words, but, being of

I, Rire. See p. 76, No, 2,
George Rose [1744—1818], British }o\mcnn
3. Xampden. See p. 6j, No. 2. 4. (larendon. Sce . 67, No, 1.
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unimpeachable character, every word he uttered
carried weight. REEE

10. A strong temper is not necessarily a bad
temper. But the stronger the temper, the greater
is the need of self-discipline and self-control.  Dr.
Johnson says men grow better as they grow older,
and -improve with experience; but this depends
upon the width, and depth, and generousness of
their nature. It is not men’s faults that ruin them
so much as the manner in which they conduct
themselves after the faults have been committed.
The wise will profit by the suffering. they cause,
and eschew them for the future; but there are
those on whom experience exerts no ripening in-
fluence, and who only grow narrower and bitterer
and more vicious with time,

r1. Strong temper may only mean a strong
and excitable will. Uncontrolled, it displays itself
in fitful outbreaks of passion; but controlled and
held in subjection, it may become a source of
energetic power and usefulness,  Hence, some of
the greatest characters in history have been men
of strong temper, but of equally strong deter-
mination to hold their motive power under strict
regulation and control.

12. The Duke of Wellington’s! natural temper,

I. Duke of WeHington [1769—1852], Asthur Wellesley, British
general ; statesman ; defeated Napoleon at Waterloo, 18153 prime minister,
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like that of Napoleon, was irritable in the extreme;
and it was only by watchful self-control that he
was- enabled to restrain it. He studied calmness
and coolness in the midst of danger, like any In-
dian chief. At Waterloo, and elsewhere, he gave
his orders in the most critical moments 1ithout
the slightest excitement, and in a tone of voice
almost more than usually subdued.!

13. A man may be feeble in organization, but,
blessed with a happy temperament, his soul may
be great,? active, noble, and sovereign. Professor
Tyndall has given us a fine picture of the character
of Faraday,® and of his self-denying labours in the
cause of science

exhibiting him as a man of
strong, original, and even fiery nature, and yet of
extreme tenderness and seansibility. “ Underneath
his sweetness and gentleness,” he says,” “was
the heat of a volcano. He was a man of
excitable and fiery nature; but, through high self-
discipline, he had converted the fire into a central
glow and motive power of life, instead of -permit-.
ting it to waste itself in useless passsion.”

14. There was one fine feature in Faraday’s
character which is worthy of notice—one closely
aKin to self-control : it was his sclf-denial. By devot-
ing himself to analytical chemistry, he might bave

1. Brialmont’s ‘ Life of \Vellington.’ )
2, ‘Fyndall, Sce. p, 100, No. 7. 3. Faraday. Sce p. 100, No, 8,
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speedily realised a large fortune; but he nobly
resisted the temptation, and preferred to follow the
path of pure science. ‘““Taking the duration of
his life into account,” says Mr. Tyndall, ““this son
of a black-smith and apprentice to a bookbinder
had to decide between a fortune of £150,000 on
the one side, and his undowered science on the
other. He chose the latter, and died a poor man.
But his was the glory of holding aloft among the
nations the scientific name of England for a period
of forty years.” . )

15.. If a man would get through life honourably
and peaceably, he must necessarily learn to
practise self-denial in small things as well as great.
Men have to bear as well as forbear. The tem-
per has to be held in subjection to the judgment;
and the little demons of ill-humour, petulance, and
sarcasm kept resolutely at a distance. " If once
they find an entrance to the mind, they are very
apt to return, and to established for themselves
a permanent occupation there. :

16. It is necessary to one’s personal happiness
to exercise control over one’s words as well as
acts: for there are words that strike even harder
than blows;. and men may *“speak daggers,
though they use none. The stinging repartee that
rises to the lips, and which, if uttered, might

1. Professor 'Fyndall, on ¢ Faraday as a Discoverer, p. 156.
2. “spenk daggers”’—A quotation from Shakspear’s Hamlet, 111.2.
“I will speak daggers to her, but use none.” .

e e e o e e
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cover an adversary with confusion, how difficult it
sometimes is to resist saying it! The wise and
forbearant man will restrain his. desire to say a
smart or severe thing" at the expense of another’s
feelings ; while the fool blurts out what he't-hinks,
and will sacrifice his friend rather than his joke.
“_Thg mouth of a wise man,” said Solomon, “is
in his heart; the heart of a fool is in his mouth.”!

17. There are, however, men who-are no fools,
that are headlong in their language as in their-
acts,’ because of their want of forbearance - and
self-restraining patience. Even statesmen might be
named, whoﬁha\je failed through their inability to
resist the temptation of saying clever ond spiteful
things at their adversary’s. expense.  “ The turn
of a sentence” says Bentham,? ““has .decided the
fate of many a friendship, and, for aught that we
kuow, thf;‘fate of many a kingdom.” So, when
one is tempted to write a clever but harsh thing,
though it may be difficult to restrain it, it is always
better to leave it in the inkstand. “A goose’s -
quill” says the Spanish proverb, “often hurts
more than a lion’s .claw.” '

18. ) Carlyle? says, when speaking of«‘Oliver
Cromwell,* “ He that cannot withal keep *his mind
to himself, cannot practise any considerable thing

1. See Proverbs, . 2. Bentham. Sec:p. 94, No, 1.
3. Cariyle See p..24, No, 2. 4. Oliver Cromwell..See p,;17, No, 1,
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whatsoever.” It was said of William the Silent,! by
one of his greatest enemies, that an arrogant
or indiscreet word was never known to fall from
his lips. Like him, Washington was discretion
itself in the use of speech, never taking advantage
of an opponent, or seeking a shortlived triamph
in a debate. And it is said that, in the long run,
the world comes round to and supports the wise
man who knows when and how to be silent.

* 19. We have heard men of great experience
say that they have often regretted having spoken,
but never once regretied holding their tongue.
says Pytha§oras,2 “or say something
“ Speak fitly,” says George
St. Francis de
“ the Gentleman

“Be silent,”
better than silence.”
Herbert,® “or be silent wisely.”
Sales,! whom Leigh Hunt® styled
Saint,” has said: “It is beiter to remain silent
than to speak the truth .ill-humouredly, .and so
spoil an excellent dish by covering it with bad
sauce.” . ’ -

20. There are, of course, times and occasions
when the expression of indignation is .not only

I William ihe Silent [1533—1584] Prince of Orange; founder of
the Dutch republic ; assassinated.

2. Pythagoras, celebrated Greek philosopher and founder of a school
named aﬂer him Pythagoreans ; fl, between 540 and 500 B. C

3. George ¥erbext. See p. 4, No. 1, )

4. St. Franeis de Sales [1567—1622], Fr. prelate; writer; bishop
of Geneva; canonized by Alexander VII,, 1665.
.5, Leigh ¥funt, James HMenrvy [1784—1859], Eng. poet ; music \\ntu

justifiable but necessary. ©~ We are bound to be
indignant at falsehood, selfishness, and cruelty.
A man of true feeling fires up naturally at baseness
or meanness of any sort, even in cases where he
may be under no obligation to speak out. “I
would have nothing to do,” said Perthes,! “with
the man who cannot be moved to mdlgnatxon
There are more good people than bad in the
world, and the bad get the upper hand merely
because they are bolder. We cannot help being

pleased with a man who used his powers with

decision ; and we often take his side for no other
reason than because he does so use them. No
doubt, I have often repented speaking; but not
less often have I Jepented keepmo silence.”?

21.  One who loves right cannot be indifferent
to wrong, or wrongdoing. If he feels warmly, he
will speak warmly, out of the fu]hesé of his heart.
We have, however, to be on our guard againSt
impatient scorn. The best people are apt to have
their impatient side; and often, the very temper
which .makes men earnest, makes them also in-
tolerant.  “Of all mental gifts,” says Miss Julia
Wedgwood, “the rarest is intellectual patience ;
and the last lesson of - culture is to believe in

difficulties which are invisible to ourselves.”

I. ¥erthes.  See p. 5, No, I,
2, ‘Life of Penthes; ii, 216,
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.-22. Hence men of -culture and experience are
mvarlablv foundl..the. most forbearant and_tolerant
as..ignorant, and narrow- mmded ‘persons 'n'e found
bthe most. unforngmg and mtolenant . Men of larae
'md generous natures, in ploportxon to then prac:
t;ml wisdom, are disposed  to make allowance for
the defects and disadvantages of others—allowance
for the controlling power of circumstances in the
fonm)a‘t.]on of character, and. the limited power of
resistance of weak and fallible natures to temptatlon
and error. *-

23. Life -will always be, toa gre’xt extent, what
we ourselves make it. The cheenful man makes a
cheerful world, the gloomy man a gloomy one. We
usmlly find but our own temperament reflected
in " the dlsposmons of those about us. If we are
ourselves querulom we will find them S0 ; if we
are unforgmng and unchantable to them they
will be the same to us. A person returning from
an evening party, not long ago comphinéd to a
policeman on his beat that an illlooking fellow
was following him: it turned out to be only his
own shadow! And such usually is human-life o
each of us ; it is, for the most part, but the reflection
of ourselves.

24. If we would be at peace with others and
ensure their respect, we must have regard for

(heir personality. Every man has his -peculiarities
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of manher-and ‘character, as “he - h‘lS peculiarities
of form and featme and \\re must have’ forbealance
in dea.lmg with” them, as we e\pect them to
have fmbe'lmnce in cle'lhng with us. We may not
be conscious of om own’ pecuharltles, yet they
emst “nevertheless. lhere is.a v:llage in South
Amerlm where gotos or _goitres  are so common
that to be wxlhout oné is 1cgarded as’a deformity.
One day a party - of hng]ushmen passed throuorlm
the place, when quite a crowd collected io jeer
shouting :  “ See,

hcwe got 70 oofos s

them, see these people——they

25, Man) persons give, themse]\ms a gleat
deal of fidget concerning what other pedple think
of them and their peculiaritics. Some are too
much disposed‘to take the ill-natured siae, and,
judging by themselves, infer the worst. But it is
very Ofton the case that the uncharitableness of
others, where it" really exists, is but the reﬂectioﬁ
of .our own want of charity and want of temper.
It still oftener happens, that the worry we subject
ourselves to has its source in our own in\aginatbn.
And even though -those about us may think of us
uncharitably, we shall not mend matters by - ex-
asperating ourselves - against them: = We - may
thereby only expose ourselves unnecessaul} to

their ill-nature or caprice. - -“The ill "that comes
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out of our mouth,” says George Herbert, ‘“ofttimes
falls into our bosom.” ;

26. No one knew the value of self-control
better than the poet 'Burns, "and no one could
teach it more eloquently to others; but when it
came to practice, Burns was as weak as the weakest.
He could not deny himself the pleasure of utter-
ing a harsh and clever sarcasm at another’s ex-
pense. One of his biographers observes of him,
that it was no extravagant arithmetic to say that
for every ten‘i?jokes he ‘made himself a hundred
enemies. But this was not all. Poor Burns
exercised no control over his appetites, but freely
gave them the rein. ,

27. One of the vices before which Burns fell—
and it may be said to be a master-vice, because it
is productive of so many ather vices—was drink-
ing. Not that he was a drunkard, but because
he yielded to the temptations of drink, with its
degrading associations, and thereby lowerd and
depraved his whole nature. But poor Burns did
not stand alone; for, alas! of all vices, the unrest-
rained appetite for drink was in his time, as it
continues to be now, the most prevalent, popular,
degrading, and destructive.

23, Were it possible to conceive the existence
of a tyrant who should compel his people to
give up to him one-third or more of their earnings,
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and require them at the same time to consume a
commodity that should brutalize and degrade
them, destroy the peace and comfort of their
families, and sow in themselves the seeds of
disease and  premature death—what indignation
meelings, what * monster processions, there would
be! What eloquent speeches and apostrophes to
the spirit of liberty——what appeals against a
despotism so monstrous and so unnatural! And
yet such a tyrant really exists amongst us—the
tyrant of unrestrained appetite, whom no force of
of arms, or voices, or votes can resist, while men
are }i’illing to be his slaves.

29. The courage of self-control exhibits itself
in many ways, but in none more clearly. than in
honest living.  Men without the virtue of self-denial
are not only subject to their own selfish desires,
but they are usually in bondage to others who
are like-minded with themselves.
they do.

What others do,
They must live according to the artificial
standard of their class, spending like their neigh-
bours, regardless of the consequences, at the
same time that all are, perhaps, aspiring after a
style of living higher than their means. - Fach carries
the others along with him, and they have not the
moral courage to stop. They cannot resist the
temptation of living high, though it may be at
the expense of others ; and they gradually become
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reckless of debt, until it enthrals them. ”Inizill
this there is great moral ‘cowardice, pusillanimity,
and want of manly mdependence of character.
30. A rightminded man will shrink . from
seeming to be what he is not, or pretendmg to
be richer than he really is, or assuming a style of
living that his circumstances will not JLISLIF\’ He
will have the courage to live honestly within  his
own means, rather than dxshonc;stiy upon the means
of other people; for he who incurs debts in
striving to mdintain a style of living beyond his
income, is in spirit as dishonest as the man - who
openly picks your pocket.. : '
31.  To many, this may seem an extreme view,
but it will bear the strictest test. Living at the
cost of others is not only dishonesty, but it is

untruthfulness in deed, as lying is in word. The
proverb of George Herbert, that *“debtors are
liars,” is justified by experience. Shaftesbury' some-
where says that a restlessness to have something
which we have wvot, and to be something which
we are not, is the root of all immcifality.

32.  The honourable man is frugal of his means,
and pays his way honestly. ‘He does not seek to
pass himself off as richer than he is, or, by run-
hing into debt, open-an account with ruin.© As
that man is not poor whose means are small, but

I. Shni‘teslnn'sv; Yarl of [167i41713], Engfphilosophe?; author. .
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whose desires are controlled, 'so that man is rich -

whose means are more than sufficient for his wants:
When Socrates! saw a great qudntlty of- nches,
Jewels -and furniture  of great value carrled
pomp through Athens, he ‘said, “Now do 1 see
how ‘many things 1 do ot desive” I can forgive
every thmg but selfishness,” said Perthes - “Even
the narrowest "circamstances admit, of UI;E'ltﬁeSS
with reference to ‘mine and thine’; and none but
the very poorest need fill their. daily life with
thoucrhts of money, if they have’ biit prudence to
arrange thelr hou‘sekeepmcr within the limits of
their income.’

33. A man may be indifferent to money because
of higher considerations, as -Faraday was, who
sacrificed wealth "to pursue science; but if he
would have the enjoyments that money can pur-
chase, he must hoanestly earn it, and not live upon
the earnings of others, as’ those do who habitual-
ly incur debts which they have no means of paying.
When M'xgmn"’ always drowned in debt, was asked
what he paid for his wine, he replied that he did
not know, but he believed they * put something
down in a book.” SRR

'34. This* « puttmg—down in a book” has proved

Lo Soocrates. Sce p. 23, No. 5.
2. Maglen, Willinm, [1793—4842], Ir. writer.
3. S. €. Xall's * Memories?
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the ruin of a great many weakminded people, who
cannot resist the temptation of taking things upon
credit which they have not the present means of
paying: for ; and"it would probably prove of great
social benefit if the law which enables creditors
to recover debts contracted under certain circum-
stances were altogether 1bo]15hed - Bu, in the
competition for trade, every encouragement -is
given to the incurring of debt, the creditor relying
upon the law to aid him in the ‘last extremity.
When Sydney Smith! once went into a new
neighbourhood, it was given out in the local
papers that he was a man of high connexions, and
he was besought on all sides for his * custom.”
But he speedily undeceived his new neighbours.
“We are not great people at all,” he said: “we
are only common honest people— people that pay
our debts.”

35. Hazlitt? who was a thoroughly honest
though rather thriftless man, speaks of two classes
of persons, not unlike each other—thosé who cannot
keep their own money in lthei_r hands, and those
who cannot keep their hands from other people’s.
The former are always in want of money, for they

.throw it away on any object that first presents

itself, as if to get rid of it; the latter make away

1. Sydney Smith [1771—1845], Eng. clerg,; humorist,
2. X¥fazlitt. Sce p. 42, No. 3.
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proves. thelr ruin. :
36.  Sheridan' was one of such eminent - unfor-

tunates. He was 1mpulsnve and careless in his

expenditure, borrowing money, and running into
debt with everybody who would trust him. When
he stood for Westminster, his unpopularity arose
chiefly from his general indebtedness. * Numbers
of poor people,” says Lord Palmerston? in one of
his letters, ““crowded round the hustings, demand-
ing payment for the bills he owed them.” In the
midst of all his difficulties, Sheridan was as light-
hearted as ever, and cracked many a good joke

at his creditors’ expense. Lord Palmerston was

actually present at the dinner- given by him, at

which the sheriff’s officers in possession were dress-
ed up and officiated as waiters.

37-  Sir Walter Scott was a man who was honest
to the core of his nature ; and his strenuous and
determined efforts to pay his debts, or rather the
debts of the firm with which he had become in-
volved, has always appeared to us one of the
grandest things in biography. When his publiéher

I. Sheridan. See p. 11, No. 1.

2. Zord Palmerston, Viscount [l734—1865] Henry John Temple,
Brit, Whig prime minister,

with what they have of their own, and are perpetual
borrowers from all who will lend to them: and.
their genius for borrowing, in the log run, usually
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and prmter broke d\)wn ruin seemed to stare hxm
‘There was no want of sympathy for
him in his greqt misfortune, and friends came for-
ward who offered to raise money enouqh to enable

him to ar range with his cred1t015
pxoudl)

K \To I said he,
“ this right hand shal] work it all off1”
"If we lose everything else,” he wrote to a friend,
‘we will at least keep our honour unblemished.”
While his health was already becoming undermmed
by overwork, he went on writing like a tiger,”
as he himself expressed it, until no longer able
to \vxcld a pen; and though he paid the penalty of
his supreme efforts with his life, he nevertheless

saved his honour and his self-respect.

on the other.

CHAPTER . VI
: DUT”Y—j—‘TRU’I“HFUI;Nl 85

1. Duty is a thing that is due, and must be
paid by ‘every man who would ‘avoid present
discredit and eventual -~ moral = insolvency. It
is an obligation—a debt—which can only be dis-
charged by'volunt'zry effort and resolute action in
the '1ffa1rb of life. ‘

2. Dufy'embraces man’s whole e\lstence It

'beoms in the home, where there is the duty which

children owe to their palents on the one hand,
and the duty which parents owe to their children
There are, in_ like manner, the
respective duties of husbands and \viv.es, of . masters
and servants; while outside the home there are
the duties which men and women owe to each
other as friends and neighbours, as employers and
emplo; red, as governors and governed.

3. Thus duty rounds the whole of life, from our.
entrance into it until -our exit from it-—duty to
superiors, duty to mfertors, and duty to equals—-
duty to man, and duty to God. Wherever there is
power to use or to direct, there is duty. For we are
but as stewards, appointed to employ the means
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entrusted to us for our own and for others’
good. ' :

4. - The abiding sense of duty is the very crown of
character. It is the upholding law of man in his
highest attitudes. Without it, the individual totters
and falls before the first puff of adversity or tempta-
tion; whereas, inspired by it, the weakest becomes
strong and full of courage. “Duty,” says Mrs.
Jameson,' ““is the cement which binds the whole
moral edifice together; without which, all power,
goodness, intellect, truth, happiness, lové itself, can
have no permanence ; but all the fabric of existence
crumbles away from under us, and leaves us at
last sitting in the midst of a ruin, astonished at
our own desolation.”

5. Duty is based upon a sense ofjustiée~justice
inspired by love, which is the most perfect form of
goodness. Duty is not a sentiment, but a principle
pervading the life : and it exhibits itself in conduct
and in acts, which are mainly determined by man’s
conscience and freewill. The voice of conscience
speaks in duty done. Conscience is the moral
governor of the heart—the governor of right action,
of right thought, of right faith, of right life—
and only through its dominating influence can the
noble and upright character be fully developed.

L. ¥ameson, Anna [1797—1860], anrhsh literary lady and art critic;
Sacred amd Legendary Art,
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6. The conscience, however, may speak never so
loudly, but without energetic will it may speak in

vain. * The will is free to chooSe between the right

course and and the wrong one, but the choice is
nothing unless followed by immediate and decisive
action. If the sense of duty be strong, and the
course of action clear, the courageous mll upheld

by the conscience, enables a man to proceed on

his course bravely, and to accomplish his purposes -

in the face of all opposition and difficulty. And
should failure be the issue, there will remain at
least this Satle'lCtIOI], that it has been in. the
cause of duty. ‘ _

7. “Be and continue poor, young man” said
Heinzelmann,! “ \hile others around you grow rich
by fraud and disloyalty; be without place or power
while others beg their way upwards ; bear the pain
of disappointed hopes, while others gain the accom-
phshn.ent ‘of theirs by flattery ; forego the gracious
pressure of the hand, for which others cringe and
c1a\vl Wrap yourself in your own virtue, and seek
a friend and your daily bread. If you have in your
own cause grown grey with unbleached honour,
bless God and die!”

8. Men inspired by high principles are often

1equued to sacrlﬁce all that they esteem and love

B I[eullehn ann, S'unuel p- [18072—1880], U S, general.

’
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rather than fail .in their duty. And Sertorius’ has
said : - ‘The man who has any. dignity of charact-
er, should conquer with Thonour, and not use any
base means even to save his life:” e

0. ,I‘o live 1eal]y, is to act ener geticaliy’. Life
is a battle to be :fought valiantly. Tnspired by
high- and honourable resolve, ~a man ‘must stand

to his post, and che there, if need be. }Robefts}on,

. of Brighton, has truly said, that man’s real great-
ness consists not in seeking his own pleasure, or

fame, or advancement—* not that’ every one shall
save his own life, not that every man shall seck
his own glory—but that every man shall do his
own duty.”

10. What most stands in the way of the per-
formance “of duty is irresolution, ~weakness of pur-
pos'e,'avnd indecision.  On the one side are con-
science, and the knowledge of good and ev1l on
the other are indolence, selfishness, love of pleasure
or passion. The weak and ill- chscnplmed will may
remain suspénded for a time between these influ-
ences ; but at length the balance inclines one way
or the other, according as the will is called into

" action or otherwise.

L SQrto‘rins, Roman statesman and general ; joined the democratic ;:Hrly
under Marius (7. #.) against Sulla; retired to Spam on the retwn of sulla to
Rome wl\cre he sought to introdace. Roman cxvlllsalxon, was assassinated
73 B

2. ‘Roberison, Frederick William [1816—1353], Eng, Angllcan

preacher,

.
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-11. Thus, the power of exercising the will
p101nptly, in obedxece to the clncmtes of conscnence,
and the1eby resisting  the - 1mpu]ses of the - lower
nature, is of essential i importance in moral discipline,
and absolutely necessary for the developmerit; of
character in its best forms.” A mian can only achieve
strength of purpose by the action of his own fiee-
witl, - If he is to stand erect, it must be by his
own efforts ; for he cannot be kept propped up: by
the help of . others. - He is master of himself and
of his actions. . He can avoid- falsehood, - and  be
truthful ; he can shun sensualism, and»becoﬁfinent
he can run aside from doing,a cruel- thmg, 'md
be benevolent.and forgiving. R

12. The sense of duty is a sust”tmmor power
even to'a courageous man. It holds him upright,
and makes him strong. It was a noble saying of
Pompey, when his friends tried to dissuade him

from embarking for Rome in a storm, telling him

that he did so at great peril of his life: Tt is
necessary for me to go,” he said; ‘it is- not ne-
cessary for me to live”  What it was right that
he should do, he would do, in the face of danger
and in defiance of storms. :
13. As might be expected of the great Washing-
ton, the chief miotive power in his life- was- the
spirit of duty. When he clearly saw his duty before
him, he did it at all hazards, and with inflexible
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integrity. He did not do it for effect; nor did he
think of glory, or of fame ‘and 1ts rewards “but of
the right thing to be done and the best way of

doing it. : :
- 14 Wellmatons watchWord was dnty and flo

man could be more loyal to it than he was. ~* There
is -little « or - nothing,” * he - once said, **in this-life
worth’ living for ;:but -we can all-of us go straight
forward -and “do ‘our’ duty.”: i None recoomzed more
cheerfully than hedid the duty of - obedience ’ arid
willing: service ;. for unless men can serve faithfully,
they will not.rule others wisely. ~:/There i$ no niotto
that becomes.the wise man better than “7ck dien,
“I serve ”; and ¢ They also serve \vho only stand
'md wait.” S PR AR TUNE L TS S

5 .9 Duty was also the dommant ldea in Nelson's
mind. ‘The.spmt in which he served:his. country.
was expressed «in the famous'watchword, * England
expects. every man to do- his duty;” signalled ::by
him to the fleet before going into . action at’- Tra-
falgar, as well as in the last words that: passed
his lips—*“1I have done my duty, 1 pralse God
for it!” :

.16. This devotion to duty is sald ‘to be peCuhar

to the English nation; and it has: certainly more

- less  characterized our greatest” public ‘men.
Ptobably no commander of any other nation ever
weiit into action with such a signal flying as Nelson
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at Tzafa]gar-—not “Glory,” or * Vlctory, or ‘““Hon-+
our,” or COUDth "—but simply “ Duty” ! How
few are : the. natlonc; wrllmg to rally to such a
battle cy! . :

c17. Itis a gr'lnd thmg, after all, tlns pervadmg
spirit of Duty in a nation; and so long as it
survives, 'no one need despair of its future. But
when it has departed, or become deadened and

been Supplanted by tlm-st for pleasure or selfish

aggrandizement, or “glory "—then woe to that
nation, for its dissolution is near at hand!

4 - If there be one point on whlch mte]hgent
observels are agreed more than another as to. the
cause of the late deplorable collapse of France as-
a natlon, it was the utter absence of this feelmg
of duty, as well as of truthfulness, from the mind,
not only of the men, but of the leéaders of the
French people. Baxon Stoffel pomted outsthat the
lnghly educated and dlscxplmed German people
were pervaded by an ardent sense of duty, and
did not think it beneath them to reverence sincerely
what was noble and ]ofty ; whereas, in all respects,
annce presented a melancholy contrast. There
the people, having sneered at everything, had lost
the faculty of respecting anything, and virtue, family
life, patriotism, honour, and religion, were repre-
sgnted to a frivolous generation as only fitting
subjects for ridicule. Alas ! how terribly has France
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been pumshed for her sins. against- truth and duty !

19. Daty is closely allied ‘to truthfulness of
character ; and the dutiful man is, above all things,
truthful in his words as in his actions.  He says-
and he does the right thing, in the nont way, and
at the rlght tnne :

" There is prob@bly o swmg of Lord Chestex-
ﬁeld1 that commends itself more strongly to - the‘
'1pproval of manly mmdea men, ' than.that it'is
truth that makes the success of the centleman'
Clarendon,? speaking of one of the noblest “and
purest Uentlemen of his age, says of Talkland? that
he “was, so severe an adorer of truth that he
could as easily have glvﬁn himself leave to steai as
to dlssemble. o ' ‘

" Wellington was a severe ‘admirer of. truth.
An 1llustlatlon may ‘be given.© When '1fﬁxcted by
deafness he consulted a celebrated aurist, who, after
tr)u]g “all remedies in vain, determmed as a last
resource, to inject into the ear a stlonor solution of
austxc. It caused the most intense pam but the
patxent bore it with his usual equanimity.  The
family physician accidentally: calling one day, found
the Duke with flushed cheeks and b]ood shot eye's'

‘1. Lowvd (.heslclhcld, Jarl or [1694—1773], Philip Dormm Slanhope,
Yng. courtier; orator; man of leters; wit; Zetters fo His Sou, 1774

2 Clarendon. "\ec p. 67, No. 1. .

3. Falkland, Viscount [1610’—1643], Lucms Cary an pa(noi'
m)ahst in Long Parliament ; killed- at ‘Ist batile of Newbury, -
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and when "he' rose he staggered about :like 'a
drunken man. The ‘doctor ‘asked to be permitted
to look at his ear, and then he found that a furious
inflammation was'going on, whicl, if not immediately
checked, must shortly reach the brain and kill him.
ngomus remedies were at once applied, and the
inflammation was checked. But the hearing of that
ear was completely destroyed. When the aurist
heard of ‘the danger his patient had run, through

the violence of the remedy he had employed, he

hastened to Apsley House to express his grief and
mortification ; but the Duke merely said : “Do not
say a word more about it—you did all for the best.”
The avrist said it would be his ruin when it became
known that he had been the cause of so much
suffering and danger to his Grace. . “ But nobody
need know anythmg about it: -keep your own
counse] and depend upon it, I won't say a “word
to any one.” ““Then your Grace will allow me to
attend you ’IS l.lSUcl], which will show the public
that you have not withdrawn your confidence from
me?” “No,” 1‘ephed the Duke kindly but firmly ;
“J can’t do that, for that would be a lie” He

would not act a f'llshood any more than he would

speak one.!

- 22 Truth is the very bond of soc1ety, without

L. gGieig’s ¢ Life of Wellington, pp. 314, 315
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which it must cease ‘to exist,’ andfdissolvé ?ntq
anarchy-and chaos. ~ A household cannot ;bg gov-
érned’ by 1ying; nor can -a'natioﬁ.' Sit »I‘homg’s’
Browne' once asked, ‘“ Do the devils lie?”. * No,”
was his answet : “for. then- even hell could not
subsist.” . No considerations can Jjustify the sacrifice
of truth, which ought to Be sovereign in all: the
relations of life.. ' ER
23. Of all mean " vices, perhaps  lying is the
meanest. It is in some cases the offspring of per-
\"'ex;sity and vice, and in many others of -sheer
moral cowardice. Yet many persons think so lightly
of it that they will order their servants to lie for
them; nor can they feel ‘surprised - if, . after S\.IC]l
ignoble instruction, they find thei;r-servavnts lying
for themselves. ' ' e
24. There are even men of narrow minds and dl.S-:
honest natures who pride themselves  upon th@l}‘
jesuitical  cleverness - in ?quivpc'ation; in’.wt_illt:nj
serpent-wise shirking of the truth and getgl.ng out
of moral back-doors,  in order to hide th_exr( real
opinfdns and- evade the ,'conlsequepces ~of. holding
'mcl openly professing them. Institutions or syst_cr.ps
based upon any such expedie‘ntsmmptsrt. -necessarily.
proxre false and hollow. * Though a lie vb'ga' ever. 50
well-dressed,” says- George Herbert, ‘it is ever
overcome” Downright lying, though .bolder‘and’

N ~ - N
1. sir Thomas Browne. See ps 68, No; 1,
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kind of shuffling and ‘epuivocation: - -
25. - Untruthfulness exhibits itself in many other
forms : in reticency on the one hand, or exaggeration
on the other; in disguise or concealment ; in pre-
tended concurrence in other’s opinions ; in assuming
an-attitude of conformity which is deceptive; in
making promises, or allowing them vto_befim'plied,f
which are never intended to be performed ; or even
in refraining from speaking the truth when to do. S0
is a duty. There are also those who are all things
to all ‘men, who say one thing and do another, like
Bunyan’s! Mr. Facing-both-ways ; only - deceiving
themselves when - they think they are deceiving
others—and who, being essentially insincere, fail to
evoke confidence, and invariably in. the end. turn
out failures, if not impostors. S
26.  Others are untruthful in their pretentiousness,.
and in assuming merits which they do not really
pbssess. The truthful man is, on the contrary,
modest, and makes no parade of himself and his
deeds. - When Pitt was in his last illness, the news
reached England of the great deeds of Wellington
in India. “The more I hear of his exploits,” said
Pitt, “ the more 1 admire the modesty with which
he receives the praises he merits for them. He is

g -

more. vicious, is even less contemptible than such

e 4

L Bunyan, Johm [1628—1688], Eng. Baptist nllcgoris§ 3 I2 years in
prison;  Pilerin’s Progress; Holy Wary clo. L B
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the only man I ever knew that  was not vain of
what he ]nd done,fand yet had so much reason
o be s0. :

2. There was no virtue that D1 Arnold labour-
ed more’ sedulously to instil into young men than
the virtue of truthfulness, as being the manliest
of virtues, as indeed the very basis of all true
manliess. He - designated truthfulness as *“ moral
t‘ra‘nsparexicy " and he valued it more highly than
any other quality. When lying was detected, he
treated it as a great ‘morat offence ; but when a

,pupll made an assertion, he accepted it with con-

fidence.
course 1 believe your word.”
believing them, he educated the young' in truthful-
ness; the boys at length coming to say to one

“It’s a shame to tell Arnold a he——he
i

“If you say so, that is quite enough; of
By thus trusting and

another :
’dW'lys beheves one.

"1, ¢Life of Amold i. gq.
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quite as much by’ their temper as by their talents.
However this ‘may be, it is certain that 'their
h’appiness in life depends mainly upon their equani-
mity of disposition, their patience and forbearance,

and their kindness and thoughtfulness for those

about them. It is really true what Plato' says, that
in seeking the good of others we find our own.

2. There are some natures so happily constituted
that they can find good in everything. There is
no calamity so great but they can educe comfort
or consolation from’it-—no sky so black but they
can .discover a gleam of sunshine issuing through
it from some quarter or another; and if the sun
be not visible to their eyes, they at least comfort
themselves with the thought that it 7s there, though
veiled from them for some good and wise purpose.

3., Such happy natures are to be envied. They
have a beam in the eye—a beam of pleasure,
gladness, re]lglon cheerfulness, philosophy, -call it
what you will, - Sunshme is about .their’ heal ts, ‘and

PIate. ‘See p. No. i . . o oL peo

‘It has been sald ‘that rnen succeed- in . life

SR
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their mind gilds with its own hues all that it looks
upon. When they have burdens to bear, ‘they bear
them cheerfully~ not repining, nor fretting, nor
wasting their cnergies in' useless Iamentatxon but
Struo'glmOr onward = manfully, gathering up such
flowers as lie along their path.

4. Letit not fora moment be supposed that men
such as those we speak of are weak and unreﬂectwe
The.largest and most comprehenswe natures are
generally alsothe most cheerful, the most lovmg,
the most hopeful the most truthful. It is the wise
man, of large vision, who is the quickest to’ discern
the moral sunshine gleaming through the darkest
cloud. . In present evil, he sees prospective good ; in
pain, he recognizes the effort of nature to restore
health ; in trials, he finds correction and discipline ;
and in sorrow and suffering, he gathers 'courage,
l\nowledge and the best practical wisdom.

. 5. . Although' chéerfulness of disposition is very
much a matter of inborn temperament, " it is also
capable of being trained and cultivated like any
other "habit. Weé may make the best of life, or we
may make the worst of it;: and it depends very
much’ upon: ourselves whether we extract” joy or
misery from: it.- There are always two ‘sides of
life on-which we can look, ‘according as 'we choose-—
the- erght side or. the gloomy *We can bring the'

~power of the will to bear in making the choice, and
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thus cultlvate the . habit  of bemg ‘happy or the
reverse..  We can’ encourage the dlsposmon ‘of
lookmg at the brightest ‘ side of thll’]go, 1ntead of
the clarkest And while we. see the cloud let us
not shut our eyes- to the 51lver lmlng (IR

6. The beam in the eye: sheds brsghtness beauty‘
and joy upon life' in"all its phases. It shifies upon
coldniess, and warms it’;" upon suffering,"ancl‘ com-
forts it upon ignorance “and “enlightens it’;* upon
sorrow, and cheers it. The beam in the ieyé‘;c;iives
lustre to intellect, and brlghtens beauty itself!
W'lthout 1t the sunshme of life is not felt ﬂowers
bloom in vain, the marvels of heaven and earth are
not seen or acl\nowledged and c1eat10n is but.a
drealy, llfeless soulless blank. ‘

. While cheexfulness of dxsposmon is a 01e'1t
eource of ‘enjoyment in life, it is also a great s safe-
guard of character. A clevononal writer of the
present dny, in answer to the questlon, How are we
to ovelcome temptatlons? says: Cheerfulness is
the first thmg, cheerfulness is the second )and
cheelfulness is the third,” It furnishes the best soil
for the mowth of goodness and. vxrlue It glves
brlghtness of heart and elasticity of spmt It is
the companion of charity, - thé nurse of - patlence
the mother of wxsdom It is' also the best of-moral

" and mental tonics. “The best cordial of- all” said
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Marshal] Hall' to one of his’ patlents “*is cheer-
fulness - And Solomon has said. that . “‘a- merry
heart” doeth good like a medicine.”? .

8. When Luther was onceapplied to for a remedy :

against melancholy, his advice was: “Gaiety and
courage——innocent: gaiety, and rational, ‘honourable
courage—are the best-medicine for young men, and

for old men, too ; for all men against sad thoughts.”®

Next to music, if - not before it, Luther loved children
and flowers,  The great gnarled man had a heart
as tender as a woman’s. - :

9. Cheerfulness is also an excellent wearing quali-

. It has been called the bright weather of the heart,
It gives harmony of soul, and is a perpetual song
without words. It is tantamount to repoqe. It
enables nature to recruit its stzength ; ‘whereas

worry and discontent deblhtate‘ it, involving con-

stant. wear-and-tear. :

10. So far'as can be learnt from blography men
of the | gre"ttest genius have been for the most part
cheerful, contented men—not eager for reputation,
money, or power—but xellshmg life, and _keen]y
susceptible of enjoyment, as ‘we find reflected in

their \vorks; Such seem to have been Homer,!

1. Dy, Marshall Iall. Sce p 58, No. 1,

2. “A merry heart doeth good l:ée a medxcme but a broken’ spirit

dricth the bones” (Proverbs, 17: 22.
: 3. Michelet's’y Life of Luther, pp 41 1.—12 ) )
‘4. F¥emer. Seelp. 64, No, 3. SRR E o

‘politician; writer; Zom Jones, elc,
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Honce ! Vlrgll 2 Montaigne,? Shakspe'u'e," Cervant:
es.S He'llthy serene cheerfulness is apparent in'their
great creations.” ‘Among the same class of cheerful-
minded men may also be ‘mentioned Luther, More,?

- Bacon,” Leoatdo da Vinci? Raphae] 9 and Michael

Angelo.®: Perhaps they were happy becausé:con-
st‘mt]y occupled, and in the pleasantest of all work
~that"of creating out of the fulness and rxchness
of- thelr great minds, - ol

* Milton," too, though a man of m'my trials- and
suffermgs ‘must have been a man of great cheerful-

‘ness -and elastncxty of nature. Though overtaken

by blindness, deserted by friends, and. fallen.upon

evil days—*“darkness before and dangers voice

behind "~—yet -did he not. bate heart or “hope, ‘but
Stlll bore up and steered right onward.”.

- “Henry Fie]dingiz' was a mat ‘borne down

tlno 1gh life by debt, and dlfﬁculty and.bodily suffer-

' vI:. }Iornce gee P.- /6 NO 6
2. Virgit, [70—!9 B.C.], the eminent. Roman epic poct, authior of tle
]'ngm' distinguished by gracz and polish of style.
3. Montaigne (mon’lan), Michael de [153,)——1592] ¥r, p]nlosophcr
essayist; his fame rests “on his Lsmys :
‘4. Shalsspeave:  See p. 52 No. 3. 5. Cervantes. See p, 71, No. 6,
-6.» More. See p- 4, No! 2 7., Baoou. Sce p. 67, No, 7,
8. Leonardo da Vimei Sce | p. 52, NO 9.
9. Raphael, Sanfi [1483-—1520], It. celebrated painter ;. sculptor; ar-
chitect; the founder of* the Roman school of painting of the Renaissance,
10, Michnel Angelo.- See p. 52, No. I.. II.  Milfon. Geep 68 No, 7.
12, Menvy Ficiding [1707—1754]; Eng. dramalist ; novelist ; lawyer;’
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'couraoeous 'md cheerful-natured

- mother, who' said,
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mg, and yet Lady Mary \’Vortley Moﬂtagu’ has saicl

' she was persuaded he “ had kno“ n kmore happyr

moments than any person -of earth L T
3. +Johnson, througl all hls tuals and
‘;uffermgs and hard fights - with.: fortune was -a
man. - He man-
fully made the best of - life, “and. trled to be glad
in it. Once, when a clergyman ‘was complammg
of . the dulness of somety in . the . country,” saying
“ they on]y talk of runts”

< Sir, Dr.’_«]ohnsonA;wgu}d ‘learn
to talk of runts ”~—meanin'g that he ' was. a’ man
who would make the most of his- situation, what-
ever it was.... . . PRREF N ' :

“ T4 Iohnson was of opmton that\'x man g1 ew better
as he grew older,- ‘and that, hls “nature mellowed
with age. This is certainly” a’ much more cheerful

view of human nature than tllat of Lord Chesterﬁeld

who saw life through the eyes of a cynic, and held

that “the heart never grows better by age : 1t only
grows harder.”  But both sayings may be true
accozdmg to the point from which life is viewed,
and the temper- by which a’ man -is governed ; for
while the good, profiting by experience, and - dis-

" Lady Mary Woriley Montngn [1690—1762], Eng “nter, mtro
lnocuhnou into Eng, . -

which -showed the tende1 ness of his nature.
(young cows), - Johnson
'fe!t flattered by- the observation-of Mrs. ‘Thrale’s
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c1phmng themselves by self- coutrol will-grow bette1
the- ill- condmoned unmﬁuenced by experlence w:]lh
on]y grow worse. : e T SR

15. blr Walter Scott! - was a man full of the nnlk
of ‘human kindness. Everybody loved him: He was'
never five ‘minutes in a room ere the little pets of :
the family, whether - dumb or hspmg, had found out
his kindness for all their generation. . Scott related
to. Captam Basil Ha]lz an incident of - his" ‘boyhood
-One
day,'a dog’ commg towards hxm, he’ ‘took up-a big
stone; thirew it, and hit the dog. The pom creaturé
had strength enough left to crawl up to him -and
lick his feet, although he saw its leg was broken.
The 1nc1dent he said, had given him the bitterest
remorse in his afterlife : but he added “An e”uly
circumstance of that kind," ptopet]y ‘reflected on, is
caleulated to have the best effect on one's charactet
throughout life.” o

16, ““Give me an honest laugher,” Scott would
say; and he himself: l'luorhed the heart’s laugh.
He had a kind word for ever ybody, and his kindness
acted all round him like a contagion, dispelling
the. reserve and awe which his great name was
calculated to inspire.

1. Sir Water Scott. Sce p- 5 No, 3,
2. Captain Basit all [ 1788—1844], r~;cot, naval mptam cxPloncr,
writer, . .
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- 17.7 Dr, Arnold was a man of the same hearty
cordiality - of =manner—full of human - ‘sympathy.
There was not a particle of affec_t_atlo_n or pretence
of condescension about him., - I rjg:\‘rér'kn,ewsuch
a humble man as the doctor,” said the parish
clerk at Laleham; ‘““he comes and shakes us by
the hand as if he was one of us.” “He used to
come_ into my_'house,” said ‘an old woman ‘near
Fox How, “and talk to me as if I were a lady.”
18, Great men of science have for the most
part been patient, laborious, cheerful-minded = men.
Such were Galileo,! Descartes,? Newton,? and Lap-
lace.* Euler,’ the mathematician, one of the greatest
of natural philosophers, was a distinguished instance.
Towards the close.of his life he became completely
blind, but he went on writing as cheerfully as
before, supplying the want of sight by various
ingenious mechanical devices, and by the increased
cultivation of his memory, which became exceed-
ingly tenacious. ~ His chief pleasure was in the
society of his grandchildren, to whom he taught
their little lessons in the intervals of the severer
studies.

" L. @aiiteo. Sec p. 70, No. 6, 2. Desearies. Sce. p. 71, 'No, 10,

3. Newton. See p. 52, No., IL

4. Laplaece, Piexrie Simon, Marquis de [I749—1827], ¥r., umtlxc-
matician ; astronomer ; proved 'lbxhty of the solar system,, ,/mmm qus Céleste,
5 vols, : 5 : g B .
5  FEuler (Ol’ler), Leonard [1707——-1783], S\HS: umhemaucnan, RS
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19.  One of the sor est trials of a man’s temper and
patxence was that which befell Abavuzit,! the natural .
philosopher, while remdmg at Geneva ; resemblmg’.
in- many respects a similar calamlty which occurred
“to Newton, and which he bore with equal resigna-
tion. Amonost other things, Abauzit devoted
much study to the barometer and its vauatlons

with the object of deducing the genelal laws which -
regulated atmospheuc pressure.  During twenty—
seven years he miade numerous observations danl\
recording them on sheets prepared for the purpose.
One day, when a new servant was installed in the
house, she unmedlately ‘proceeded to display her
zeal by * “ putting things to rights.” Abauzit’s study,
amongst other rooms, was made tidy and set in
order. When he entered it, he asked of the servant,
“*What have you done with the paper that was
round the barometer?” “ Oh, sir,” was the reply,
“it was so dirty that I burnt it and put in its place
this paper, which you will see is quite new.”
Abauzit crossed his arms, and after some moments
of internal struggle, he said, in a tone of calmness
and resignation : “You have destroyed the result
*of twenty-seven years’ ]abour‘ in ‘future touch
nothing whatever in this room.’

1. Abauzit, Firmin [1679—1767], Iy, protestant theologician;
mathematician; friend . of Nev.ton mich esteemed for his learning by
l\ouaseau and VoIl‘urc
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of temper on the part of its votaries; the result

courage, and resignation never forsook him. - He
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- The study of natural lustory morte than that touching ‘sight says Cuwer‘ “to see the poor old
man, bent over the embers of a decayi ing fire, trying
to trace characters with a feeble hand on the little
bit of paper \vluch he held, forgetting all the pains

p’lmed by unusual cheenfu]ness and | equanimity

of ‘which is, that the life of naturalists is, on the
whole, more prolonged than that of any other class

of z came to him like some beneﬁcent f'my to cheer
of men of science. 'A member of the Linnean’ :

R him in his loneliness.” ,

Soclety has informed us that of fourteen members 29, “Once at a dinner at Sir Joshua Reynoldss“~’
who died in 1870, two were over mnclv nve were |
over cmrhty and two were over seventy. = The

when ‘the conversation turned upon the suitability
of hquoxs for, particular temperaments, Johnson said,
“ Claret is for boys, port for men, and brandy
§  for heroes.” “Then,” said Burke,® “let me have

21, Adanson? the French botanist, was about | claret: I love to be a boy, and to have the
seventy years old when the Revolution broke out, and ~careless gaiety of boyish days.” And so it is, that
amidst the shock he lost everything—his for tun{e, there are old young men, and young old men—some
who are as joyous and cheerful as boys in their old
age, and others who are as morose and cheerless as
addened old men while still in their. boyhood.

23. The tr ue basis of cheerfulness is love, hope,
and patience.” Love evokes love, and begets loving-
kindness. Love cherishes hopeful and generous
thoughts of others. "It is charitable, gentle, ‘and
truthful. It is a discerner of good. It turns to
the brightest side of things, and its face is ever
dxrected towards happiness. It sees ‘““the g!ory

average age of all members who died in that yewr
was seventy-five.

his places, and his gardens. But his patience,

became reduced to the greatest straits, and even
wanted food and clothing ; yet his ardour of investi-
gation remained the same. Once, when the Institute
invited him, as being one of 1ts oldest members, to
assist at a séance,? his answer was that he reoxclted
he could not attend for want of shoes. “It was a,

1. Xinnwan, follower of Linnwns or his system of classifying plants
and animals, Carlvon Linnwens [1707—1778], Sw. botanist; author of the
arlificial system of botany ; Philosgplia Botanica. :

2. Adanson, Michel [1727—1806], I'r, naluralist, :
““3.  Seance (F), sitting of a suciely or deliberative body.

L Quvier, Geory e [I769~IS3'7], ¥r. mtmahsl statesman ; plnlosophcr,
, wriler; founder of the anat. museum at Yaris; Animal Kingdom, clc.
2. Sir Joshua Reynoldy, Sce p. 47, No. 2. 3, Burke. Sec p- 2,No. 1,
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of life in some new idea in natural: history, which
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in the grass, the sunshine on the flower.”. It en-
courages happy thoughts, and lives in an atmosphere
of cheerfulness. It costs nothing, and yet is in-
valuable ; for it blesses its possessor, ond grows
up in abundant happiness in the bosoms of others.
Lven its sorrows arc linked with pleasures, - and
its very tears are sweet. :

24. The poet Rogers! used to tell a story of alxttlc
girl, a great favourite with every one who knew her.
Some one said to her, “Why does everybody love
you so much?” She answered, “I think it
because I love everybody so much.””  This ]1tt§
story is capable of a very wide application ; for our
happiness as human beings, generally speaking, will
be found to be very much in proportion to the
number of things we love, and the number of things
‘that love us. And the greatest worldly success,
however honestly achieved,: will contribute com-
paratively little to happiness, unless it be accom-
panied by a lively benevolence towards cvery human
being.

25.  Kindness is indeed a great power in the world.
Leigh Hunt? has truly said that “ Power itself hath
not one half the might of gentleness.” Men are
always best governed  through their affections.
There is an English proverb to the effect that
“ More wasps are caught by honey than by vinegar.”

1. Leigh Xfunt. Sce p. 47, No, 4.
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““Every act of kindness,” says Bentham,! “is in fact

an exercise of power, and a stock of friendship laid’
‘up; and why should not power . exercise 1tse]f in
_the production of pleasure as of pain?” .

26.  Kindness does not consist in gifts, but in
gentleness and generosity of spirit. ‘Men may give
their money which comes from the purse, and with-
hold their kindness which comes from the heart.
The kindness that displays itself in giving money
does not amount to much, and often does quite as
much harm as good; but the kindness of true
sympathy, of thoughtful help, is never without
beneficent -results.

27. - The good temper that displays itself in kind-
ness must not be confounded with softness or silliness.
In- its best form, itis not a merely passive, but an
active condition” of being. It is not by any means

~indifferent, but largely sympathetic. It does not

characterize the lowest and most gelatinous forms
of human life, but those that are the most highly
organized. True kindness cherishes and actively
promotes all reasonable instrumentalities for doing
practical good in its own time ; and, looking into
futurity, sees the same spirit working on for the
eventual elevation and happiness of the race.

28. It is the kindly dispositioned men who are the
active men of the world, while the selfish and the

I. Rentham, Sce p. g4, No, 1,
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~sceptical, who have no love but for themselves, are
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its idlers.  Buffon' used to say that he would give
nothing for a young man \vliqdid not begin life
with an enthusiasm of some sort. = It showed that
at least he had faith in something good, ]ofty, and
generous, even if unattainable. s
and - selfishness are
always miserable compamom in life, and they are es
1 youth. The egotist is next
door to a fanatic. Constandy occupied with self, he has
no thought to spare for others. e refers to himself
in all things, thinks of himself, and studies himself,
until his own little self becomes his own little god.
30.  Waorst of all are the grumblers and growlers
at fortune—who find that “ whatever is is wrong,”
and will do nothing to set matters right-—who
declare all to be barren “‘from Dan? éven to Beershe
ba.”® These grumblers are invariably found the least
efficient helpers in the school of -life. As the worst
workmen arc usually the readiest to “ strike,” so the
least industrious members of society are the readiest

29, Lgotism, = scepticism,

pecially unnatural i

to complain.  The worst wheel of .all is the one
that creaks.

31. We have to be on our guard against small

1. Wagton. See p. 52, No, Io,

2. Bam, 2 landmark city at N,

extremity of Ifoly land; a center of
idolatreus warship, .

associated with Dan, in
to denote the limit of the land and what Iles Detween.

3. Reersheba, Lown on s frontier of Palestine ;
the N,

troubles, which, by encouraging, we are apt to
magnify into great ones. Indeed, the chief source.
of worry in the world is not real, but i lm'wmaly evil

—-small vexations and trivial afflictions. In the

TEMPER g

presence of a great sorrow, all petty troubles dis- .
appear ; but we are too ready to take some cherished

misery to our -bosom, and to pet it there. Very
often it is the child of our fancy ; and, forgetful of
the many means of bappiness which lie within our
reach, we indulge this spoilt child of ours until it

masters us.” We shut the door against cheerfulness,

The habit
We grow querulous,
moody, unsympathetic.  Our .
becomes full of regrets. We are harsh in our judg-

and surround owrselves with gloom.
gives a colouring to our life.
and

arc unsociable, and think
We make our breast a store-

ment of others. We
everybody else is so.
house “of -pain, which we inflict upon ourselves as
well as upon others.

32. It must, however, be admitted that there
are cases beyond the reach of the moralist. Once,
when a miserable-looking dyspeptic called upon a
leading physician and laid his case before him,
“Oh!” said the doctor, “you only want a good
hearty laugh: go and see Grimaldi”! “Alas!”
said the miserable patient, “/ am Grimaldi!” So,

. @rimatei, Joseph [1779—1837] Lng, comic aclor; clown,

conversation .

~
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when - Smollett,' oppressed by disease, travelled
over Europe in the hope of finding health, he saw
everything through his own jaundiced eyes, * Tl
tell it,” said Smellfungus,? “to the world.” “ You
had better tell it,” said Sterne® “to your phy-
sician.”

[

33. The restless, anxious, dissatisfied temper,

that is ever ready to run and meet care halfway,
is fatal to all ]iappiness and peace of mind. How
often do, we see men and women set ‘the/mseives
about as if with stiff bristles, so that one dare
scarcely approach them without fear of being
pricked! Tor want of a little occassional com-
mand over ope’s temper, an amount of misery is
occasioned in society which is positively frightful,
Thus enjoyment is turned into bitterness, and life
becomes like a journey barefooted amongst thorns
and briers and prickles.
small evils,”

“Though sometimes
says Richard Sharp,* “like invisible
insects, inflict great pain, and a single hair may
stop.a vast machine, yet the chief secret-of com-
fort lies in not suffering trifles to vex us; and in

1, smo\loif, ‘Hobins Geevge [I721—1771], Scol. 'mlh(n, Peregrine
Pickle, ete

2. Smelifungus [So br.], Tabias Smollett: so called by sterne jin his
Sentimental journey,

3. Sterne, Eaurence [1713—1768], Eny. humorist ; 5 Clergyman; Scwsi-
wmental fonruey.
- 4. Richard Sharp [x759-—1834] ¢ Conversation Sharp, a London hat
manufactarer ; Whig M.FP; essayist ; versifier, .

-.coloured life.
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prudently cultivating an undergrthh of . small
pleasures, since very few great ones, alas | are ]et
on long leases.” e s

34. \Ieetmg evils by ant|c1pat10n is' not the
way to overcome them. If ‘we perpetually carry
our burdens about with us, they will soon bear us
down under their load. When evil comes, we

must deal - with it bravely and hopefully.  What

Perthes' wrote to a young man, who seemed to

him inclined to take trifles as well as sorrows too
much to heart, was doubtless good advice: “Go
forward with hope and confidence. This is the -
advice given thee by an old man, who has had a
full share of the burden and heat of life’s - day.
We must ever stand upright, happen what may,
and for this end we must cheerfully resign our-
selves to the varied influences of this many-
You may call this levity, and you
are partly right; for flowers and colours are but
trifles light as air, but such levity is a constituent
portion of our human nature, without which it
would sink under the weight of time. While on
earth we must still play with earth, and with that
which blooms and fades upon .its breast. The
consciousness of this mortal life being*but the way
to a higher goal, by no means precludes our

playing with it cheerfully; and, indeed, we must
1. Perthes. Sce p. Ne,
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do so, otherwise our eneroy in action will entuely
fail, e , : BURRE -

35. Lastand chiefest of blessings is Hope, the
most common of possessions ; for, as-Thales the
philosopher said, “Even those who have nothing
else have hope.” Hope is the great helper of
the poor. It has even been styled ““the poor
man’s bread.”
of great deeds.

It is also the sustainer and inspirer

It is recorded of Alexander the
Great, that when he succeeded to the throne  of
Macedon, he - gave away amongst his friends the

-greater part of the estates which his father had

left him; and when Perdiccas? asked him what he
reserved for himself, Alexander. ‘answered, “The
greatest possession of all—Hope!” :

36. The pleasures of memory, however great,
are stale compared with those of hope ; for hope
is the parent of all effort and endeavour ; and
“every gift of noble origin is breathed upon by
Hope’s perpetual breath.” . Tt may be said to be
the moral engine that moves the world, and keeps
it in action; and at the end of all there stands
before us what Robertson of Ellon styled “‘ The
Great Hope.” “If it were not for Hope,” said
Bylon3 ““where would the TFuture be?—in hell !

¢ Lifc of Penthes, ii. 449, 2. ¥ordicens [—3'51],. general under
Alexander the Great; regent of his family : killed in a matiny,
3. Byrom. Sce p. Ne.
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CHAPTER VIII
* COMPANIONSHIP OF BOOKS

1. A man may usually be known by the books
he reads, as well as by the company he keeps ;.
for there is a companionship of books as-well as
of men; and one should always live in  the best
company, whether it be of books or of men.

2. A good book may be among the best of
friends. It is the same to-day that it always was
and it will never change. It is the most patient and
It does not turn its back
upon us in times of adversity. or distress.
receives us with ‘the same kindness; amusing and
instructing us in youth and comforting and consol-
ing us in age. ‘- oo

3. - Men often discover their affinity to each
other by the mutual love they have for a book
—just as two persons sometimes discover a friend
by the admiration which both entertain for a third.
There is-an old proverb, “ Love me, love my dog.”
But there is more \ViS(lOtlx in this: * Loye me,
‘The book is a truer and higher
Men can think, feel, and sym-
through their favourite

cheerful of companions.
It always

love my book.”
bond of union,
pathize with each other
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author. They live in him together, and he in them,
4. ‘" Books,” said Hazlitt,! wind into the heart
the poets verse slides into the current of our blood.
We read them when young, we remember them
when old. We read there of what has happend
to others; we feel that it has happened to our-
selves. They are to be had everywhere - cheap
and good. We breathe but the air of books, ' We
owe everything to their authors, on this side
barbarism. o
5. A good book is often the best urnof a life,
enshrining the best thoughts of which that life was
capable; for the world of a man’s life is, for the
most part, but the world of his thoughts. Thus
the best books are treasuries of good words and
golden thoughts, which, remembered and cherished,
become our abiding companions and comforters.
» “They are never ‘alone,” said Sir Philip Sldney2
“that are accompanied by noble thoughts.” The
good and true thought may in time: of temptation
be as an angel cf mercy purifying “and guarding
the soul. It also enshrines the germs of action, for
f'ood words almost invariably inspire to good works.
~ Books possess an essence of immortality.

I‘hey are by far the most lasting products of
human effort. Temples crumble into ruin ; pictures

I #Eantitd. See p, 42, No. 3. 2,

Siv Philip Sidoey.
67, No. 6. - :

Sec p.

“and statues decay ;

their author’s minds ages ago.

~ever from the printed page.
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but books survive. Time is
of no account with great thoughts, which are as
fresh to-day as when they first passed through
What
said and thought still speaks to us as vividly as
The only effect of
time has been to sift out the bad
products ; for nothing in literature can long survive
but what ‘is really good. 5

. Bool\s introduce us into the best socxety,
they,brmg us-into the presence of the greatest
minds that have ever lived. We hear what they
said and did; we see them as if they were really
alive ; we are participators in their thoughts; we
sympathize with them, enjoy grieve
experience becomes ours, and

and winnow

with them,
with them; their
we feel as if we were in a measure actors with
them in the scenes which they describe.

8. The .great and good do not die,
this world. “Embalmed in books their spirits walk
abroad. The book is a living voice. It is an in-
tellect to which one still listens. Hence we ever
remain under the influence of the great men of
old. The imperial intellects of ~ the world are as
Homer!

even in

‘much alive now as they were ages ago.
still lives: and’ though his- personal -history s
hidden in the mists of antiquity, his poems are as
See p. 64, No, 3.

L. EXomer.

was then
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fresh to-day as if they had been - newly written,
- Plato! still’ teaches his transcendent ‘philosophy ;
Horace,? Virgil® and Dantef still sing as when they
lived ; Shakspeazc" is not dead: his body was
buried in 1616, but lns mind is as much ‘alive in
England now, and his thought as far- reachm
in tlu time of the - Tudors. B
The - humblest and poorest may enter - thc
souet) of these Uledt spirits without being thought
intrusive. - All who can read have got the entés
Would you laugh? —Cervantes’ or - Rabelajs8 will
laugh with you.

g, as

Do you grieve >—there is Thomas
a Kempis?® or Jeremy Taylor® to grive with and
console you. Always it is to books, and the spirits
of great men embalmed in them, ' that we - turn,
for entertainment, for instruction ‘and solace—
in joy and in sorrow, as in prospérity, and’ in
adversity. : :

10o. Man himself is, of all fhmgs in Lhe world,
the most interesting to man,
to human life—its experiences, its joys, its suffer-
mgs and its achlevements——lns usuaHy amactlons

I, Plalo bee p. 23, 1'0 4 z, uemw Sce P, 6 \'o

3 Viegil. See p. 141, No. 2. 4. Bante. See p- 25, No. g,
5. Shakspeare. | See p. 53, No. z, )
6
7

entrée (ontra), right, privilege of udmissiou .
Tervantes. Sece p. 71, No, 6. .~ 8, ]C.lb(ﬂ.ll‘l See p. 71, No. 4
Thomug & Xempis [1379—1471], Ger, monk; writer; reputed
author of De'[wz/a[zoﬂe Christiy bet, 1415 and 1424, S

1o JOlClny '.l'.lylol' [1613—1667], Eng, bishop; author,

w5

for him beyond all else. FEach man i

wider is the range of his 5}mpatlues in’
‘af{ects the welfare of lns race.

" in spite of all that can be said,
“of evidence. by this one fact, were there no other :
’the unspeakahle dehght he takes in Blography

Whatever relates [
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more or
less interested in all other men as hlb fellow-
creatures—as members of * the great f'lml]) of

humankind ; and the larger a* man’s culture, the
“all that

Mens interest in each other as mdwlduals

mamfests itself in a thousand ways—in the port-

raits which they paint, in the busts which they
carve, in the nairatwes wlnch they relate of each
other. ¢ \Ian, says hmenson' “can paint, or
make, or think, nothing but ‘Man.”  Most of all
isr,‘this':iu't‘erést shown “in the faséination which
personal  history ’>possessess for him. “ Man’s
sociality of nature,” says Céir]yle,2 “evinces itself,
‘ : with abundance

“Great, mdced, ‘is the human interest felt
in bzomaphy‘ What are all the novels that find
such multitudes of readers, but so many fictitious
bxograplnes "What are the dramas that people
crowd to see, but so much acted bxocrlaphy ? Strange
that the highest genius should be employed on
the fictitious biography, and so much commonphcp
abll:ty on the 1ea1'

X Emersou. Sece . 25, No. 2. Larxlyie. See p, 24, No, 2

TSI
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13. Yet the authentic .picture of any human
being’s life and experience ‘ought to possess fm
interest greatly beyond that which is fictitious, in-
“asmuch as it has the charm of reality.  Every
pev'rson' may learn something from . the recorded

life of another; and even comparatively trivial

deeds and sayings may be invested with interest,
as being the outcome of the lives of such beings
as we ourselves are. \ : -
14. ffhe records of the lives of good men are
especially useful. They influence our  hearts, in-
spire us with hope, and set before  us grftat‘ ex-
amples. And when men have done their dufy
through life in a great spirit, their influence - will
never wholly pass away. “The good life, ” says
Géorge Herbert,! “is never out of season.” ‘
15.  Goethe? has said that there is no man so
commonplace that a wise man may not Iea;‘n some-
thing from him. Sir Walter Scott? could not travel
in a c_dach without gleaning some iuformatvion‘ or
discovering some new trait of character in‘ his
compariions.‘ Dr.  Johnson* once observed | thqt
there was not a person in the streets hut he
should like to knosw his biography—his experiences

I. George Herbert. Sce p- 4, No, 1, ‘ )

2. Goethe, Johann Wolisang von [1749—1832], Ger. poet ; prose-
writer; Fanst, ete, :

3. ' Sir Walfer Scoft. Scc p. 5, No. 3.
p- 46, No. 2

4. Dr. Johmson. See

R e i e
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his failures.” How much more truly might this be

said of the men who have made their mark in the

world’s history, and have created for us that great
inheritance " of civilization  of - which we - are
possessors! S
16. ~The great lesson of Biography is to show
what man can be and do at his bost. A noble
life put fairly on record acts like an inspiration
lo others. It exhibits what life js capable of being
made. It ‘refreshes our spirit, ’encou’rages our
hopes, gives us new strength  and courage and
faith—faith in others as well as in ourselves, It
stiiimlézte's',our‘a'spirations, rouses us to action, and
incites us 6 become co-partners with them in their
work. To live with such-men in their biogrophies,
and to be inspired by their example, is to live
‘with the best of men, and to mix in the best of
company. L '
~17. History itself is best studied in biography.
Indeed, history 25" biography—collective humanity
‘as influenced and governed by individual men.
“What is all history,” says Emerson, “but the work
of ideas, a record of the incomparable energy
~ which his infinite aspirations  infuse into man?” In
its pages it is always see persons we ‘see more than
principles. - Historical events are interesting to us
mainly in '(':onne_xio‘u with the feelings, the sufféringg

the

»

of life, his trials, his difficulties, his successes, and "
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“and interests of those by whom they are accoms
- In " history we_are surrounded by men

plished.
long dead, but ' whose speech and whose . deeds
survive. - We almost catch the sound of their voices,
and what they did constitutes the interest of hxstory
We' never feel personally interested in masses- of
men ; but we feel and sympathize with the individual
actors, ' whose biographies afford “the finest and
most real touches in all great historical. dramas.

18, Among the great writers of the past, proba-
bly the two that have been most mﬂueuthl in forming
tllQ.'Cllal'aCtel'S .of great men of  action and great
men of thought, have been Plutarch! and Montaigne?
——the one by presenting heroic models for imitation,
the other. by probing questions of - coristant recur-
rence in which the human mind in all -ages has
t}‘lkelll the deepest interest. And the works of
both are, for. the___most{part,ir cast in‘a biographic
form, their most striking illustrations ccinsisting
the exhibitions of ch’uacter'and c‘cpeuepce whxch
the} contain.

19. Plutarch’s ‘Lwcs,
eighteen hundred year‘; ago, like Homer's ‘Iliad,
still holds its crround as the greatest work of its
kind. It was the favourite book of Montalorne,
‘and.to Englishmen it possesses_the special interest
of having been Shakspealcs ‘principal anthorlty in

Plntnlch- See p. 90 No. 1 2 Mon!mgnc- SQCP I"rI No. 3

though , written nearly -
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his' great. classical dramas
Plutarch. to be “ the greatest master in that kind
~of - writing ’ '—the blographlc » and he declared that
he “could no sooner cast an eye upon  him but
he pmlomed cither a leg or a wing.” ‘ ,
o. -Alfier' was first drawn with passion ' to
lit'eratdi‘e by reading Plutarch. I read,” said he’
“the lives of Timoleon,?2 Caesar,? Brutus,* Pelopidas,®
more than six times, with cries, with tears, and
with:such transports, that 1 was é]most furious. .
Every time that T met with one of the grand traits

of these great men, I was scized with such vehe-

Plutarch
was also a favourite with persons of su\,li"’vai‘ioiis
minds as Schiller and Benjamin Fi anklm Napo]eon
and Madame Roland.® The latter was so fascinated
by the book that she carried it to church with

her in the guise of a mheal, and lead it surreptl-
tiously during-the service.

ment agitation as to be unable to sit still.”

Alﬁori, Vittovio [1749—1803], I, dramatic poet; Swl; Clegpatra

‘e

z, ’lxumlcon [-—400 ?——-337] liberator of Slul) defeated C}rlhfwumna. )
¢ 3. Cacsax. Sce p. g, No. 1. -

4. Brutus, Marens Junius [f85—42], Rom. . republican leader;
conspucd against Cwesar; one of his assassins; def. at Plilippi; intro. in
shak, Jurius Ceesar, ‘ : '

5. Pelopidas [—364], 'lhelnn gen.; friend of :lipmninondals; def,
A‘C\andu of Pherz, | .

',6. Mmlrune Roland [175 ;—1793}, lxeuch 'mlhor, patuot \"Iifc 6{
Roland Jean Marie, minister of slate, e L

\’Iontzuorne pronounced

e saaemnids
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-And how is it that Plutarch has succeeded
: in excxtmg an interest which contmues_to “attract
and rivet the atteation of readers of all ages and
classes to this day?. In the first place,” because
the subject of his work is great men, who occupied
a promineat place in the world’s history, and because

he had an eye to see and a pen to describe the

more prominent events and circumstances in their
lives. And not only so, but he possessed the
power of portraying the individual character of his
heroes ; for it is the principle of individuality. which
gives the charm and interest to all biography.
The most engaging side of great men is not so
much what they do as what they are, and does
not depend upon their power of intellect but on
their personal attractiveness. Thus, there are men
whose lives' are far more eloquent than their
speeches, and whose personal character is far
greater than their deeds.

22.  Plutarch possessed the art of delineating
the more delicate features of mind and minute
pecnliariﬁes of conduct, as well as the foibles and
defects of his heroes, all of which is necessary to
faithful and accurate portraiture. “To see him,”
says Montaigﬁe, “pick out a light action in a
man’s life, -or a word, that does not seem* to be
of any importance, is itself a whole dis'cbqrs‘c.f’
He even condescends to inform us of such homely
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'paltlculars ‘as that Alexander cwrned his head

- affecledly on one side ; that Alcxblades‘ was a dandy,

and had a llsp, which became him, giving a grace
-and persuasive turn to hlS discourse ; that - Cato?
had red hair and gray eyes, and was a usurer
and a screw, sellmd off his old slaves when  they
became unfit for hard work ; that Ceesar was bald
and fond of gay dress, and - that Cicero  had
mvoluntax 'y twntclnngs of his nose.

~Such minute partlculars may by some be
thought beneath “the dignity of blography but
Plutarch thought them requisite for the due finish
of the complete portrait which he set lumse]f to

draw; and it is by small detalls of character—

personal traits, features, hablts, and charactenstlcs
—that we are énabled to see before us the men
as ‘they really lived. Plutarch’s great merit consnsts
in Iiis attention'to these little thmgs without giving

them undue preponderance, or necriectmg those .

whlch are of greater moment. Sometimes he hits’
off an individual trait by an anecdote which thrO\vs

more light upon the character descrlbed than pages
of rhetorlcal description would do. In-some cases

L Alcibiades (ilcihi/a-dég) [—-—450 ?—404] Alhcmm gcncml and
intriguer, w. ard: of I’encles and pupil of Socrates,

Y2, Cato, Mmcus l'oxcms, “the younger e 95—46], Rom. pnmoi

Stoie p]u[osop]lcr killed himself at lew on Phocion; 1he hero of Addison’s
Caro, X713,
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he Oives ‘us the favourite maxim of his hero; and
the maxims of men often reveal their healts. _
24. Then, as to foibles, the greatest of mén are.
not 'nsually symmetrical. Each has his defe_cf;, his
twist, his craze; and it is by his. faults “that the
great man reveals' his common humanity. \fVe
may, at a distance, admire him as a demigod ; but
as we come nearer to him, we ﬁnd that he is but
a fallible man, and our brother. - R
25.  Nor are the illustrations of the defects of
great men thhout their dses; for, as Dr. Johnson
observed, “If nothing but the bright * side of
characters were sho\vn ~we should  sit ‘down | in
despondency, and thmk it utterly 1mpos'31ble ‘to
imitate them in anythmg ,
26.  Things appalently tuﬂmc may stand f01_
much in biography as well as hlstory, and slight
cxrcmnvtdnces may influence great results, Pascal'
has remarked, that if Cleopatra’s? nose hacl been
-shorter the - whole face of the world would probably_
have been- changed But for the 'unours of - Pepmr
Lhe I*at 3 the Saracem mlcrht have overrun Lurope

‘I, Pagéal Blaise [1623—10662], I'r. polemnc, nnthezmhum Provin-:

cial [ elers 5 Pansies. »
2. Cleopiira -[ —69—30], queen. of I‘gypl —-51——30; noted for her

beauty and fascination; killed hersclf by the Dbile of an asp; heroiné of

Slmk Amo;gr and C/eapnlm 'md of Drydew’s A/l for Love.
3. Pepin the Faf, Lo Brer [—-763], king - of the Yl'mks, son gf
Clnrles Martel ; father of Cln:lcm-wne foxmded States of the Clmrch.

CO\’IPA\TIO\ISHIP OF BOOKS  i6y

&is it was hls 1He01t1mate son, Chiatles Mante] ‘who
“overthrew them at Tours, and eveutua]ly drove

them out of France.
27..- That Sir Walter Scott should have spramed

his - foot in runping round the room when a: clnld‘

may seem unworthy of ‘notice in his biography 3

yet ¢ IvanhOe’ ‘Old Mortality,” and all the ‘Waverley
Novels depended upon it.  When his son intiniated
a desire to enter the : army,-Scott wrote to Sotithey,
“T have no- title to comb’tt a choice which would

‘have Dbeen my own, “had not my lameness ‘pre-

vented.”. "So’ that, had not Scott been lame, * he
might" have fought all through the Peninsular Wai,
and had his breéast covered w1th medals i * but we

~ should probab}y have had none of those works of

his which- have nnde his' name’ 1mmortal “and " shed
$0 “much: Uloxy upon his country, Talleyrand' also

'\V'\S kept out of the army, for which'he had been

destined, by his lanieness ; but” directing his? atten<
tion to’the study of books and eventually of:imén,
he at ‘length  took “rank amondst the greatest
dlplomatlsts of his tinie. R

~ Byron’s? clubfoot had - probably not a httle
to” do with deter mmmg his"des stiny as a poet.  Had

not his’ mmd been embittered and made morbld by

I. Talleyx'and de l’cu'rowl (,'hxu]e
Prince de. Bénévcnt I, polmcnn d:plmml; wi
2. B_non. Sec p. 26, No, 1,
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his deformity, he might never have written a line
—he" might have been the noblest fop of his day.
But his misshapen foot stimulated his mind, roused
his ardour, threw him upon - his own resources—
and we know with what result. b
. 29.  So, too, of Scanon1 to whose hunchback

we probably owe his cynical verse; and of Pope,‘

whose satire was in a measure the outcome of his
or he was, as Johnson - described
“ protuberant - behind and before.” What
Lord Bacon? said of deformity is doubtless, to a
greét extent, true. ““Whoever,” said ~he,” “hath
anything fixed in his person that doth induce con-
tempt,-hath also a perpetual spur in himself to
rescue and deliver himself- from scorn ; therefore,
all deformed persons are extremely bold.”

30. As in portraiture, so in biography, there
must be light and shade. i
does not pose his sitter so as to bring - out his
deformities ; nor does the biographer give undue
prominence to the defects of the character he
portrays. -Not many men are so outspoken as
Cromwell® was when he sat to Cooper* for his
miniature :  ““ Paint me as I am,” said he, * warts

him,

The portrait-painter

- L. Searvon, Paul [1610—1660], I'r, burlesque ‘drn‘m.; hushand” of Ma-

" dame de Maintenon.-

2. Xord Bacon. Seep, 67, No.y. 3. (:romnell. See p. 17; No,
* 4. Coopei, Alvalham [1787—1868], Iing. painter of ]lOl‘S% and I;’alll.l
of Ligny, 1816, -

about the person and character

',i'esemble their books?

‘contributor 1o the Spectator.
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ahd all.” Yet, if we would have a faithful llkeness -
of faces and characters, they must be painted as -
they‘ are. - “ Biography,” said Sir Walter Scott,

‘“the most interesting of every species of composi-
tion, loses all its interest with me when the shades‘

‘and "lights of the principal characters are not

accurately and faithfully detailed. I can no more
sympathize with a mere eulogist, than I can with
a_ranting hero on the stage.” o
'31. Addison’ liked to know as much as 1)0551ble
of his authors,
inasmuch as it increased the pleasure and satis-
faction which he derived from the perusal of their

‘books. What was’ their history, their experience,

Did their :lives
They thought nobly—did
they act nobly?. When Mason? was reproached
for - publishing the private “letters of - Gray, he
answered, “Would you always have my friends
appear - in fulldress?”  Johnson was .of opinion
that to write a man’s life truly, it is necessary that

their temper, and disposition ?

the biographer should have personally known him.
32, An "autobiocrraphy may be true so far as
it goes ; but in commumcatmg only part of the
truth, it may convey an impression that is really

L . Addison Joseph [1672-—4719], LEng. essayist 'md pocl, prmcqnl

2. Mason, William [1725—1795], Eng, pocl Lfrida, cc.
. 3. “Gray Thomas [17!0—1771], Eng, poet; ,Cle,e‘/, cte,




i70 e CH‘-ARAC‘TER

false. : It' may be a (hsgmse———smetlmes it is i

apolooy——- ekhlbltmg not so much what a man really
was, as what hie would have liked to be. A ‘portait

in_ profile 'may be correct, but who knows whether

some scar on the off cheek, or some squint in the

eye that is not ‘seen, might not have entirely’

altered the expression of the face if brought into
sight? - Scott, Moore, Southey, all. began "autobi-
ographies, but the task of- continuing them - was
doubtless felt to be too difficult as well as delxcate
and they were abandoned. ' g
-33. There is doubtless as high art dxsphyed
in -painting a portrait in words, as there is in ‘paint-
ing one in colours. To do either well. requires
the ‘seeing eye and the skilful pen or brush. A
common artist sees only the . features of a face,
and copies them, but the. great artist sees- the
living soul shining through the features,” and places
it-on'the canvas. Johnson was .once asked to assist
the chaplain of a - deceased -bishop in writing a
memoir of his Iorclslnp, but - when: he : ‘proceeded
to inquire  for information, " fthe chaplain  could
scarcely tell him anything. Hence - -Johnson was
led to observe that *few people who ‘have - lived
with a man know what to remark about him.”
34. Men do not- always - take "an_~accurate
measure of thexr contemporaries: I‘ he” statesman,
the general, ‘the monarch of to’ clay fills all eyes
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gars, ‘though to the next qeneratlon he'may be as
if he had never been. “And who ‘is king to- day 27
the painter Greuze! would ask of his daughter during
the throes of the first French Revolution, when

-men, great for the time, were suddenly thrown to
the surface, and. as suddenly  dropt out of sight

again, never to reappear. - “ And who is king to-

day? After all,” Greuze would add, “Citizen

Homer and Citizen l\apllae12 will outlive those great
citizens of ours, \vhose names I hcwe never before

‘heard of” Yet of the personal hlstory of Homer
'~nothmg is know n, and of prhaei comparatlvely
“little: © Even Plut'u‘ch, who' wrote" the lives of others

so well,”has no blogxaphy, none of the - eminent
Roman ‘writer's who were- his- contempor‘ulee havmw
so much as mentioned his name: EE

3 5 Many, indeed, are the lives: worthv of récord
that Thave: ‘reniained unwritten.” ‘Men. who have
written’ booLs have been the most fortunate in this
respect, because they possess ‘an “attraction for
literary ‘men which' thosc wliose lives ‘have been
embodied in deeds do not: possess. ~The lives “of
éohxe 'meh"'bf ZI_:ettet's’—tsu‘_ch as” Goldsmith,® Swift,*

R Greuzes Sce p. 61, \o I 2. 1 “-llﬂth See P.. 141, No, 9.
3 (-ol(hmxtlx, Oliver [l728—[774j, Tr. poct; novelist; dramatisty
Viear (]f H"aétf el ; Deserted - Village,  etc. o

4. Swife, Jouathan [1667—~1745], ])rll s1lmsi, (]c*m of St p'dncl\s,
Doublin ; Gullivers Travels, cle,




{72 . . CHARACTER

Sterne, 'md Steeleﬂhave been wrltten 'wr'un and

again, whilst great men of action, men of science, '

“and men of industry, are left without a record.-

- 36.  We have said that a man may be known
by the company he keeps in his books. Let us
mention a few of the favourites of the best-known
mea. Plutarch’s admires have already been referred
to. Montaigne also has been the companion of
most meditative men. Although Shakspeare must
have studied Plutarch carefully, inasmuch as he
copied from him freely, even to lus very words, it
is remarkable that Montaigne is the only book
which we certainly know to have been in the- poet’s

library ; one of Shakspeales -existing -autographs

having been found in a copy of Florio’s! translation
of *The Essays,” which also contains, on the ﬂy]eaf
the autograph of Ben Jonson.2

37. Milton’s® favourite books were Homer, OV1J
and Euupldes The latter book was also the
favourite of Charles James Fox,* who regarded the
study of it as especially useful to a pubhc speaker.
On the other hand, Pitt® took especial delight in
\Illton—whom Fox did not appreciate akmg
pleasure in reciting, from ’ Paradise Lost,’ the grand

-I.- ¥loxio, Folm [15532—1625], Eng. (e'\chcr, \-.u(er translator of
Montaigne’s Zssays,

2. EBean Jousion. Sce p. 105, No. 1. 3. - Milton. See p, 68, No. 7.
4. Charles Fames Fox. - Sce p, 16, No, 2, T
5. Pitt, See p, 76, No, 2
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speech of Belial before the assembled powers of
Pandemonium. - Another of Pitt’s favourite ' books

~was Newton’s  ‘Principia.’ = Again,  the Tarl of

Chatham’s favourite book was ¢ Barrow’s Sermons,’

: \vhlch he read s0 often as-to be able to repeat

them from memory; while Burke’s comp'lmons

were Demosthcnes Milton, Bolingbroke, and
Young’s ‘ Night Thoughts.’ T

; 38.  Of the poets, Dante’s favourite was Virgil ;
Cornedles was Lucan; Schiller’s was Shakspeare
Gray was Spenser; whilst Coleridge admired
Collins and Bowles. Dante himself was a favourite
with -most great poets, “from Chaucer to Byron

and Tennyson. ILord Brougham, Macaulay, and

- Carlyle have alike admired and eulogized the great

Italian.  The first advised the students at Gl lasgow
that, next to Demosthenes,’ the study of Dante
was the best preparative for the eloquence of the
pulpit or the bar. Robert Hall? sought relief in
Dante from the racking pains of spinal disease ;
and Sydney Smith took to the same poet for com-
fort and solace in his old age. It was characteristic
of Goethe that his favourite book should have been
Spinoza’s? * Ethics,” in which he said he had found

I. Demeosthenocs, Sce p. 51, No. 2, IR
2. Robhert Rlalt [1764—1831], Eng, qu clerg,ynnn, pulpxt orator,
3: Spinoza, Seep. 84, No. 5, .
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‘a peace and consolatlon such a’s he bad: been '1b1e
to find in no othel \\ork ' e
39. One of the. best prelates that ever'sqt on
the L:)OhSh ‘bench, Dr. John Sharp, sald—“ Shak-
speare and the Bible bave made me Archbishop
- of York.”
John \Vesley when a -young man, were ‘The
Imitation of Christ’ and Jeremy: T'1ylor - Holy
Living and Dying.’ Yet Wesley was accustomed

"The two books which most impressed

to caution his young . friends agamst overmuch

reading. “Beware you be not swﬂlowed up in
books,” he would say to them;
is worth a pound of knowledge.”
40.  Wesley’s own Life has been a great hvomlte
with many thoughtful readers. Coleridge ‘says,
his preface to Southey’s  Life of Wesley,’ that it
was more often in his hands than any other in his
ragged book-regiment. “To this work, and to the
“Life of Richard Baxter,””? he says, “I was used

‘an ounce of ]ove

to resort whenever sickness and languor made me
feel the want of an old friend of wlhose company
I could never be tired. How many and many an
hour of self-oblivion do I owe to this ‘Lue of
Wesley ’; . S

41. Irederick the Great of Prussia ﬁlzinifested

I. J¥ohn Westey. Sce p. 25, No. 6. : )
2.  Richard Baxter [1615—1691], I‘ng nonconl’ormxst diving; 7//e
Sainls Ever lasting Rest, :
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his strong Trench leamngs in his- cholce of books ;-

'lns principal  favourites being Bayle,' Rousseauy,

Voltaire, Rollin.2 l*leuryﬁ‘ Malebranche,® and one
English author—Locke.5 - Hi is‘especial favourite was
Bayle’s Dictionary, - which was the first book  that
laid hold of his mind ; - and he thoucrht so highly
of it, that he himself made an abridgment “and
translation of it into German, which was published,
It was a saying of Frederick’s, that “books make
up no small part of true happiness.” 1n his old
age he said, * My latest passion will be for
lﬂitelyatur_. o - e
42, It seems odd that . Marshal - Blucher'st
favourite book -should have been, Klopstock’s?
‘Messiah,” and Napo]eon Buonaparte’s favourites,
Ossian’s®. “ Poems* and the * Sorrows of Werther.’
But Napoleon’s range of reading was very extensive.
It mc]uded ‘Homer, Virgil, Tasso; novels of ali

 !. Bntc, Piorre [1647—1706], Fr. cntlc, p]ul()sophcx Historical amd
Critical Dictioiary. i

2, ]{ollm, Charies [1661—1741], 1r, historian,

3. Fleury, Claude [1640—1723], Tr, dlvmc and 11::.(01nn conl‘csmr 10
Louis XV. ’

4 - Malehyanche, Nicolas de [1638—1715], 1. Carlesian philosopher.,

5. ).0“1(0 Sec p 33, No, 2. )
© 6. Marshal Blucher [1742—1819], Prus. ﬁeld—nnrslnl at \\’z\lcrluo,
ele,
7. Xiopstocis, l‘ueduch Got(lieh [_1724—1303] Ger, poet; 7%
Messiatk. -

8. ©ssian, the heroic poel of the (nels, the son of I*mgal and the
king of Morven, said to ]n\c lived in the 3rd century, . .
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" countries ; ‘]1istbrie§ “of - all “times ; iﬂathéﬁifétics,‘

leoxslanon “and - theo|00v “He detested ‘what he

- called - “the bombast and tmsel’ of Voltane “The
pxalses of Homer and Ossmn he was never wearled‘

of sounding.
on board the Bellerophon—* read again the poet

of AChl”CS}, devour Ossian. -Those are -the poetsp

who lift up the soul, and give to man a colossal
greatness.” He also read Milton carefully.

43. The Duket of Wellington was an extensive
reader; his principal favourites were Clafendon,’
Bishop Butler,? Smith’'s® < Wealth of ~ ‘Nations,’
Hume,* the Archduke  Charles, Leslie, and the
Bible. He was also paxtlcularly mterested by
French and English memoirs.

44. While books'are among the best C’Otlli)ﬂliidl}S
of old age, they are often the beét,irispirérs:of
yfmth. The first book that makes a deep impres-
sion on a young man’s mind, often constitutes an
epoch in his life. It may fire the heart, ‘stimulate
the enthusiasm, and, by directing his efforts into
unexpected channels, permanently inflaence  his

character. The new book, in which we form an :'
intimacy With a new {friend, whose mind is. wiser

1. Chavendon. Sce p. 67, No. 1.

2, Bishop Butler, Joseph [1692—1752], ]"ng dwme Bishop ™ of
Bristol, 1738, of Durham, 1750; Analogy of Region, ’

3. Smith, Adam [1723—-—1 7991, po]mcnl cconunust Wealth: of Nations,
4. X¥ume, Sec p. 3, No, ’

“Read again,” he said to an ofﬁcer

,“I too am_a poet,”.
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‘and l‘lpel thar our- own, may. thus form an xmport"mt ‘

staxtmo'-pomt win./the listory of: a: life. -It'may

‘sometimes almost be regarded in the 1101112 of .a

new bll‘tl]

. 45. *From the day when ]ames Ed\V'nd Smlth‘—
“\was-presented ‘with his ‘first - botanical lesson-book,

and. :Sir Josephr Banks? fell : in : with - Gerard’s
‘Herbal " frony -the "time whes _Alfieri first read

Plutalch, ‘and Schiller made: his first . acquamt'mce
Wwith:- Shakspeare, and’ Gibbon devoured” ‘the first

viliie of = The :Universal History '—each- dated

‘an'inspiration so.exalted, that they felt as lf ‘their
real Jives had.only then-hegun. L

46, In-the earlier part. ‘of his youth,’La Fontame3
was dlstmgulshed for his.-idleness, -biit hearing - an
ode by. Malherbe* xead he.is said to.have exclaimed,
*.and -Kis genius was awakened.
In: like .. manner;. \Lacepede was. directed “ to -the
study ‘of natural -history by the perus*ll of Buffon’s®
¢ Histoire. Naturelle,” which he ‘found in his father’s
library, land read over “and. over again until he
almostknew it by :heart: Goethe was _greatly

influenced by ‘the. re'ldmg of Goldsmith’s “Vicar of

' lmues Fd\nul %!nulh, Fvn’ [1759—-1828], Eng. pl\ys hol

! mir, Joseph Manks [x743——1820], Lng. naturalst. ‘

ine, Jean de: [1621—1695], l'r pocl fabulist.

he, Lhretien ﬂull{uu ne, de Lmnown do [1121—1194]
tesman; qudlolmcd for Tis ‘devotion to Louis \\[ |

5. sacepede. Sce p. 72, No. L ¢ .. G- Bufton: . See p, 52, No. 10
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Wakeﬁcld,’ just at the critical moment of his mental
developmient ; and he attributed to it miuch of his
: ~ best education. IR S
47. Keats! was an insatiable reader when a
" boy 3 byt it was the perusal of_ the * Faerie Queen,’
at the gge of seventeen, that first lit the fire of
his gé'qiﬁs. Bentham has described the extraor-
 dinary jnfluence which the perusal of ‘Telemachus’

book,” said he, “and of far higher - character -
(than a collection " of Fairy Tales, .to which he
refers), ““‘was placed in my hands. It was ‘Te-
lemachus.” In my own imagination, and atihe ége’
of six or seven, I identified my own  personality
with that of the hero, who seemed to me a model
of peifect virtue ; and in my walk of life, whatever
it may come to be, wlhy (said ‘I tdv myself V_ei/ery

+ + + That romance niay be regarded as e Joun-
dationi-stone of ey whole c/éaé*‘gzder—*—fhé starting-post
from wherice my career of life commenced. . The
first dawning in my mind of the “ Principles of
Udlity” may, 1 think, be traced to it.” o

48. It has been truly said, that the best books
are those which most resemble good actions. They
are . purifying, - elevating, and - sustaining ; - they
enlarge and liberalize - tlie mind ; they preserve it

5+ Heafy, John [1795—1821), Ting, poet. |

exercised upon . his  mirid in boyhood. “ Another

now and then)—why‘ should not I be a TelemaChds ? '
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agairisf vulgar worldliness ; they ,t?“f‘ to fpr:d};cctf
high;minded cheerfulness and equanimity of ¢ althé'
ter; 'they fashion, and. shape, .a.nd vhumamze‘ n
mirid. In the Northetn kuniversmes., the schools -i
which the ancient classics are studled,‘va:e. appr\o-y
priately styled “ The Humanify Classes., , : .

49. Erasmus! the great scholar,. was even of
opinion that books were the necessaries of life, anj
clothes the luxuries; and Lhe f;eql1¢n§l)z‘ posltPQne’f
bﬁyiﬁg'the latter until “he had su'pp'hedr ‘umse;
with the former. His greatest fayour1te§ were the
works of Cicero, which he says he k‘ alw‘a‘yrg ,,fglf
himself the better for reading. “I ?ar) ‘neVéf, ) he
says, “read the works of Ci‘(”:erob on Qld ége, ;’er
¢ Friendship,” or his * Tusculan Dls.putg;u.)ns, w1‘tjh<.)ut
fervently pressing them to my llps: \Vlt.llQllt Vemg
penetrated with ‘veneration: for a ‘mm'd‘htt‘lgo s!loftl
of inspired by God himself.” ~ It was'the accidental

of Cicero’s * Hortensius’ which first detached St.

Augustine—until then a profligate and ab‘ando_ns:d
~sénsxlalisfefr0m his immoral life, and vsta'rte‘d lnm
upon the course of inquiry and study which led to
his becoming the greatest among the Fathers of
the anrly :Chu'r‘chf

1. Erasmus, Desiderius [1467 2—1536], Duteh seholar and-theolo-
i'\r;- s‘mdied at Paris, Oxford, and Turin; friend of Colet and Mnn?,
irlnfe,%soi' of Greek at Cambridge; Colloguies, of which the monks said
¢ Erasmus 1aid” the egg which Tather batched,” '
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BTN (161 unnecessary to'speak of Lthe enormous
moral- influniece” which: books. have exermsed upon
‘the general civilizaition of “mankird.” * They contain
the treasured knowledge ‘of ‘the human race. They,
are the’ record of -alllabours "aclnevements ‘spe-
culations, successes, ‘and failures, “in scnence,r plnlo-
sophy, - rellglon, ‘and ‘morals. They “have been the
greatest motlvepowers in. all. times. . “ From. the
Gospel to the. Contrat, Socra]’ says De Bonald,,

““it is’books that' have made revolutions.” ~Indeed;
a-great hook: is ‘aften a greater’ thing than a.great
b’lttle Even works of ¢ ﬁctlon have - occasxonall)

the same . time-. the clomlmon of monkery and
chwalry employmg no other we'lpons but. ridicule;
the natural contrast -of. human terror. lhe people
laughed, and felt  réassured: ;

'S(}“" Ielemachus

of nature.

CUTHE'END ¢

appeared, and recallccl -men. back to the, hzzrmomes .
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